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Overview of work 2022/23 
 

1 Introduction 
1.1 Background 
In 2017, the Yorkshire Derwent Catchment Partnership (YDCP) Officer, hosted by Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust (YWT), was funded by the Environment Agency (EA) to produce a strategy to prioritise future 

surveying and treatment work of riparian Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) in the Derwent 

Catchment. Data was collected from various partners and stakeholders who were active in INNS 

control work. The main principles of the strategy include prioritising waterbodies that have very little 

chance of being re-infected and/or pose the least threat to waterbodies downstream, the ‘top down’ 

approach, and prioritising sites of particular significance. 

INNS control meets the YDCP key objective to: 

‘Secure better soil conservation and water quality’ 

YDCP has also identified the following SMART targets: 

2025/26: we will have reduced giant hogweed by a minimum 50% coverage within the catchment. 

2025: Eradicate isolated cases of other minor INNS infections (Japanese knotweed etc.) recorded 

in the Derwent Catchment. 

1.2 Funding 
Funding for 2022/23 has come from the Environment Agency’s ‘Doing More for the Derwent’ project 

which aims to restore the ecological health of the River Derwent SSSI. 

The funding from the EA, a total of £23,526 covered the following: 

 54km of INNS treatment. 

 Landowner engagement (including maintenance of the Pay-In Scheme). 

 Volunteer management and coordination of 67km of survey work. 

 Coordination and management of the INNS programme. 

 Reporting, planning and costing up the following years programme. 

 Inputting and collating data on INNS mapper and QGIS. 

 Updating the catchment strategy including partner work and records. 

 
1.3 COVID-19 Statement 
In 2020, YDCP collaborated with Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum to produce a COVID-19 method 

statement detailing the measures needed to be taken to ensure giant hogweed treatment could 

commence since the rise of Covid-19. We used this method statement in 2021 and again in 2022 

(see fig. 5). 

1.4 Biosecurity 
Good biosecurity is a key component to stopping the spread of Invasive Non-Native Species which 

threaten our vulnerable native species, such as white-clawed crayfish. Not adhering to these 

procedures can be a key source of seed transmission. We adhere to strict biosecurity procedures 

when working between sites and have extra safety precautions when working close to, or in, 
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watercourses. Throughout all work undertaken, YDCP carried out biosecurity procedures based on 

Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum’s best practice guide. 

 

2 Overview of Delivery 

 
2022 INNS work in summary: 

 54km INNS treated (97km including retreatments). 

 280m2 additional adjoining areas treated near the riverbank (660m2 including retreatments) 

 58 Landowners engaged with. 

 67km of watercourse surveyed. 72 volunteer hours as well as 119 hours by the YDCP voluntary 

Trainee 

 £1,764 cash contribution raised through the Landowner Pay-In Scheme. 

 £14,700 ‘in kind’ contributions including treatment carried out by 7 landowners with YDCP 

guidance and YWT paying £1,492 cash to train up INNS seasonal assistant, trainee and key 

volunteer. 

 8 waterbody catchments worked on. 
 

 

Figure 1. The number of landowners actively engaged with INNS treatment. 
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Figure 2. Map of INNS treatment and surveys undertaken in 2022/23 
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3 Treatment 
The INNS treatment undertaken, on areas affecting the River Derwent SSSI, was carried out by 

YDCP/YWT staff and staff advised landowners from March-August 2022. Consents for treatment 

were granted by EA (for pesticide treatment near a watercourse) and Natural England (for treatment 

on SSSIs). Giant hogweed and Japanese knotweed treatment were carried out using RoundUp® 

Provantage, containing 480g/l glyphosate and RoundUp® Biactive containing 360g/l glyphosate using 

knapsack sprayer. 
 
 

WB name WB ID Length (m) Additional M2 

Area 

Implemented 
by 

SSSI Target Reach 

Giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 

Upper Derwent 

Black/Crosscliffe/Grain 
Beck* 

GB104027067990 7908  YWT / YDCP Upstream of D01 

River Derwent From Black 
Beck to River Rye 

GB104027067930 1287  YDCP Upstream of D01 

The Syme from Source to 
Thornton/Dalby/Staindale 

GB104027068460 60  YDCP Upstream of D01 

Middle Derwent 

Menethorpe Beck* GB104027063550 2655 80m2 YDCP/ 
Landowner 

D05 

River Derwent from River 
Rye to Kirkham 

GB104027068313 5476  YDCP D06 

River Derwent from Kirkham 
to Elvington Beck */** 

GB104027068312 27143 100m2 YDCP/ 
Landowner 

D05- D12 

Whitecarr Beck** GB104027068312 3341 100m2 YDCP D09 

Barlam/Skirpen Beck 
(including Bugthorpe Beck)* 

GB104027063510 6235  Landowner/ 
YDCP 

D10 

Lower Derwent 

Bielby Beck GB104027063450  50 m2 YDCP D16 

* 2 treatments **3      

Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica 

Rye 

Levisham Beck from Source 
to Pickering Beck 

GB104027068520 100  YDCP Upstream of D01 

Pickering Beck from 
Levisham Beck to Costa Beck 

GB104027068470 1  YDCP Upstream of D01 

Upper Derwent 

Derwent from Black Beck to 
River Rye 

GB104027067930 5  YDCP Upstream of D01 
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Middle Derwent 

Menethorpe Beck GB104027063550 120  YDCP D05 

  54,331 330m2   

Orange Balsam Impatiens Capensis 

Pocklington Beck from 
Beilby Beck to River Derwent 
(Wheldrake Ings) 

GB104027063440 40  YWT/YDCP D18 

Total 54,371 330m2  

Including * 97.046 660m2 

Table 1. INNS treatment undertaken in 2022/23. 

 

3.1 Giant Hogweed 
In 2022, a YDCP voluntary trainee and Seasonal INNS Assistant were recruited. This meant that the 
partnership could deliver treatment earlier in the season and cover more sites more quickly. This 
had several benefits. As well as ensuring as few plants as possible reached maturity, sites were 
easier to access early in the season. Early spring treatment increases productivity and ultimately less 
pesticide is used as the plants are 0-3 foot instead of 6-8 feet tall. By late June, when mature plants 
are starting to go to seed, the partnership had comprehensively treated all known giant hogweed 
infection sites in the catchment and could dedicate time to ensuring no plants had been missed and 
that landowner treatment had been successful. The increased capacity also improved operator 
safety as there were always 2 members of staff present when working in and around watercourses 
in remote locations. This working model has been highly successful and should be carried forward 
into future treatment years. 

 
3.1.1 Rye 
A flowering giant hogweed plant was recorded on INNS mapper by a member of the public in 
Pickering, next to a large pond near Costa Beck. Contact was made with the landowner who has 
chopped the plant down in previous years. The flowering plant was treated by YDCP in 2020. The 
landowner strimmed the site in 2021. In 2022 the site was surveyed, and two small 1st year plants 
were found. These will be integrated into next year’s treatment plan. 

 
3.1.2 Upper Derwent 
There is a large infection of giant hogweed on Crosscliffe and Black Beck at Langdale End in Dalby 

Forest though it has been significantly reduced over the last 3 years. This feeds down into the River 

Derwent and through the Forge Valley Woods NNR. The infection has the potential to disperse down 

through the River Derwent and is therefore a major threat to the River Derwent SSSI and the 

sustainability of other INNS treatment downstream. 

Crosscliffe and Black Beck received 2 treatments from Red House Lake down to the confluence with 

the Derwent. There was a concentration of plants at the lake and at a monastery downstream with 

only sporadic young growth in-between. 

A stand of flowering plants which was investigated on The Syme has been treated for the fourth 

consecutive year. The density has reduced from approximately 35 plants in 2021 to around 5 in 

2022. With future treatment, this site should be free of giant hogweed in the next few years and will 

go into a stage of monitoring. 
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Scalby Beck Angling Club have been successfully treating giant hogweed for several years with 

RoundUp Proactive provided by YDCP. In 2022, YDCP treated a small section of the beck belonging to 

the EA free of charge. Next year this treatment should be integrated into the partnership’s 

landowner pay-in scheme. 

3.1.3 Middle Derwent 
YDCP staff worked with landowners to carry out treatment from Menethorpe Beck down to 

Elvington using knapsack spraying. Several tributaries were also treated, including Menethorpe Beck, 

Whitecarr Beck, Bugthorpe and Skirpenbeck. Many of these sites have received several years of 

treatment and while there is an overall reduction of giant hogweed, a significant number of plants 

are sprouting from seed each year due to their presence in the seedbank. By ensuring the plants do 

not reach maturity to flower, we are preventing any further addition to the seedbank as well as 

preventing seeds from spreading downstream and infecting other parts of the catchment. 

 
A substantial infection site was identified at Bugthorpe Beck in 2020. The highest density of giant 

hogweed is situated by a bridge on Stephenwath Lane within Bugthorpe itself. This is almost 

certainly the source of infection and suggests the dumping of garden waste at the bridge. No giant 

hogweed was recorded during a 2021 survey upstream of the bridge. Having engaged with the 

estate that owns the land, they have paid YDCP for the second year in a row to deliver treatment. It 

will take several more years to completely eradicate giant hogweed from these sites, with scientific 

reports estimating that some seeds can remain viable for 5-15 years depending on factors such as 

climate and soil type. 
 

 
Density of living seeds found in the seedbank over time 

Year Average seed density (living seeds 
per m2 

1 6,700 

2 200 

3 16 

4 10 

5 <10 
 

Table 2. From ‘Giant Hogweed Management in the United Kingdom’, Booy and Wade 2007 
 
 

Several flowering plants were reported in a garden in Kexby in 2020, adjacent to the River Derwent, 

downstream of Low Catton. Approximately 15 plants grew in 2022 and were treated. 

A large patch of giant hogweed was identified in Acklam, at the head of Acklam Beck which flows 

directly into the River Derwent. The owner believes the infection came from workers who were 

carrying out telephone line maintenance in the field. If this is the source of the contamination, it 

once again highlights the need for good biosecurity practice in all sectors working outdoors. We 

have continued to engage with the landowner who carried out ‘in kind’ treatment to the value of 

£600 in 2022. 

YDCP worked with the Senior Sustainable Development Officer at East Riding of Yorkshire Council to 

map current known locations of giant hogweed within Stamford Bridge. Several of these sites were 
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treated for the fifth consecutive year in 2022 and there has been an overall reduction in the amount 

of regrowth. However, there are several significant infection sites along public footpaths and in a 

field to the north of the town. In 2021 the landowner pay-in scheme had been a barrier to treating 

the field but after offering treatment to small landowners for free, the field received 3 treatments in 

2022. This protects the integrity of the entire programme as the field in question floods each year. 

Any flowering plants going to seed in this location would have serious implications downstream. 

A stand of giant hogweed was identified on a parcel of land in Elvington set away from the main 

river. The land is comprised of several allotments and seeds likely arrived via contaminated soil. 

After identifying and engaging the appropriate landowners, YDCP treated the infected area which 

will require treatment for at least the next 2 years. 

3.1.4 Lower Derwent 
An ecologist at Yorkshire Water contacted YDCP as they had found giant hogweed on one of their 

treatment sites near Pocklington. On surveying the site, we found several plants along with relic 

stands suggesting that the infection had been present for several years. The site received 2 

treatments from YDCP in 2022 and was integrated into the landowner pay-in scheme as it was not 

part of the initial planned sites, with Yorkshire Water paying in £500. Due to the presence of relic 

stands, this treatment should continue for at least 3 years. 

3.2 Japanese knotweed 
The increased capacity of a part time seasonal INNS assistant and a trained up trainee along with an 
early treatment start enabled us to investigate and target historical and new records of Japanese 
knotweed for the first time this year. 

 

Two patches of Japanese knotweed were treated on Menethorpe Beck, having been identified in 
2019 during our giant hogweed treatment. These patches were stem injected for the first time in 
2022 which should greatly reduce the size of the stands. 

 
In 2022 several INNS surveys were carried out by staff and staff led volunteers based on historic 
Japanese knotweed records, some of which have been treated in the past. As a result, several small 
stands were found. Individual stands were found and treated by YDCP staff on Pickering Beck, in 
Lockton village and a property near Yedingham close to the River Derwent. Japanese Knotweed 
found by YDCP staff near Ebberston on Forestry England land was treated by Forestry England staff. 

 

There are two known patches of Japanese knotweed present in the centre of Norton (Malton). It has 
been discovered that Ryedale District Council are the landowners on one of the sites and have 
informed us that they are arranging treatment. Network Rail are the landowners of the other site 
and have treated the infection in previous years. Ryedale District Council reached out to their 
Network Rail contact asking them to get in touch with YDCP regarding this matter, but 
communication was never made. This issue should be further investigated in 2023 and ideally 
Network Rail will treat the infestation or pay YDCP to carry out the work. As it is at the top of River 
Derwent SSSI, it could pose a risk to the rest of the designated watercourse. 

 
Japanese knotweed is most effectively treated by stem injection as opposed to being sprayed. Due 
to the fact this method uses much more chemical per meter squared; the cost of treatment is 
greater. Therefore, the expense of stem injecting any large stands that are identified should be 
considered carefully and landowners should be encouraged to contribute to these costs. The 
treatment of all known Japanese knotweed infections should be of high priority in 2023 as the 
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relatively small number of sites means that we have a realistic prospect of eradicating the species 
throughout the catchment within 3-5 years. 

 

3.3 Himalayan Balsam 
Raincliffe Woods Community Enterprise (RWCE) undertook Himalayan Balsam control within 
Raincliffe Woods and the Forge Valley NNR during 2022. Being high in the Derwent catchment this 
treatment is important if Himalayan Balsam is to be reduced at a catchment scale. 
In 2021 a survey was carried out on Ran Beck in the Middle Derwent by a YDCP volunteer, and a 
significant amount of Himalayan balsam was recorded. Through discussions with the landowner 
(who delivers the largest proportion of ‘in kind’ giant hogweed treatment in the catchment after 
YDCP), it was agreed that we would work in partnership to eradicate Himalayan balsam on the beck 
as there was a good chance of avoiding reinfection. In 2022 YDCP coordinated volunteers who 
treated a 300m section of the beck nearest the confluence with the Derwent while the private 
landowner delivered treatment on the upstream section of 650m. Forging partnerships like this 
lessen the burden of treatment on any one stakeholder and the nature of Himalayan balsam 
dispersal means a concerted effort is vital if we are to have a long-term impact. 
The project took up more ‘in kind’ resource than expected and next year, the largest patch of 
Himalayan balsam at the confluence with the Derwent should be strimmed rather than pulled. As 
the beck is narrow and deep, hand pulling becomes very difficult once all the other vegetation has 
grown up and intertwined with the balsam. Ideally, the open section of the beck would be strimmed 
several times through the spring to avoid the growth of dense vegetation. In that way, the balsam 
will be easier for volunteers to identify and pull. In 2024 a survey should take place to establish 
whether this labour-intensive method has a large enough impact on reducing the amount of 
Himalayan balsam present. 

 
3.3 Landowner Engagement 
A total of 58 landowners were actively engaged in INNS treatment, either treating themselves or we 

treated on their land. with many more being contacted via phone and email for land access requests. 

Where there was no contact information, letters were sent out to landowners and tenants to notify 

them of treatment and survey work on their land. Where giant hogweed treatment was carried out 

by 7 landowners, advice and follow up support was given by YDCP to ensure effective treatment. 

YDCP worked with large landowners such as Castle Howard Estate for the first time and 

strengthened existing landowner partnerships including Halifax Estate by working together to treat 

INNS throughout the catchment. 

In 2022, YDCP was denied access to land known to be infected with giant hogweed south of 

Stamford Bridge. This was the second year the landowner denied access and all avenues of 

communication have been exhausted including phone calls, EA letters and offering access to INNS 

information. This situation jeopardises the integrity of the entire programme as land downstream 

may be exposed to infection stretching beyond the operational capacity of the partnership. In 2023 

YDCP and the EA will need to devise a strategy to ensure any giant hogweed on this land gets treated 

which may involve enforcement if no other solution can be found. 

As part of our ‘in kind’ contribution, YDCP also attended the Ryedale and Thornton-Le-Dale shows in 

2022. Staff members engaged landowners and members of the public to promote the partnership’s 

INNS work, raising INNS awareness and informing people about the importance of biosecurity. 
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3.4 Landowner Pay-In Scheme 
The Landowner Pay-In Scheme was trialed in 2019 but postponed for the 2020/21 season due to 
Covid-19. It was reinstated for 2021/22 and generated £1337. The most significant contribution was 
from Halifax Estate who have an extensive infestation issue on their land along Bugthorpe Beck. In 
2022 the scheme generated £1764. 

 
 
 
 

 
   

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

Table 3. Comparison of landowner cash contributions 

 

The scheme has helped landowners recognise their responsibility to contribute to the treatment of 

INNS on their land. It also has the potential to generate annual funds that can be put towards the 

YDCP INNS programme. 

However, the scheme presents major challenges. The window of opportunity for the effective 

treatment of giant hogweed is small. Time taken to survey land, create and agree quotes impacts the 

amount of time YWT staff can spend treating INNS throughout the catchment. 

Unlike Japanese knotweed which matures in the autumn and doesn’t seed in this country, giant 

hogweed needs to be controlled from spring right through the summer to prevent it from flowering 

and going to seed. Delays in treatment result in larger and hard to access plants, and the need to use 

a greater volume of pesticide, slows treatment. 

It was decided that in 2022, the partnership would still charge larger landowners and organisations 

for treatment, but that smaller landowners could be offered treatment free of charge. This led to the 

partnership being able to re-engage with a challenging landowner in the Stamford Bridge area and 

treatment was carried out on a badly infected field that was not treated in 2021. 

By structuring the scheme in this way, the partnership is still receiving some cash contribution to 

INNS work, without delaying spraying sites early in the season. This results in more successful 

treatment, less pesticide used, stops the giant hogweed reaching maturity, leading to faster 

eradication. 

G
B
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Figure 3. Map of land parcels in the Middle Derwent where giant hogweed was treated by YDCP and 

landowners in 2022/23. 
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4 Surveying 
Survey work completed this year was carried out by YWT INNS volunteers trained and managed by 
YDCP staff and after treatment season by YDCP staff from August – October. Volunteers were able to 
complete just over 20 km of INNS surveying in this time, totalling 78 volunteer hours. The YDCP 
voluntary trainee completed just over 6km of INNS surveying, totalling 14 hours. All watercourses 
surveyed had Himalayan balsam present. 

 
4.1 Rye 
In 2022, surveys were carried out on the River Dove, Pickering Beck, Levisham Beck and Costa Beck 

on the Rye. These watercourses were chosen due to historic records showing presence of various 

INNS. The total distance covered on these surveys was 24km. Japanese knotweed was identified in 

Lockton Village and on Pickering Beck, these subsequently received treatment in September of this 

year. A 3km survey of Costa Beck saw several small giant hogweed plants identified. These will be 

incorporated into next year’s treatment programme. 

4.2 Upper Derwent 
As there is a known presence of giant hogweed on Scalby Beck, an 8km survey of the entire beck was 

conducted to ensure there are not significant stands going without treatment. This coincided with an 

11km survey of the main river from Langdale End downstream to West Ayton. No additional giant 

hogweed was found along the main river though a few sporadic plants were identified along Scalby 

Beck and will be incorporated into next year’s treatment programme. Several stands of Himalayan 

balsam were recorded on a 4km survey of Thornton Beck though no other INNS were found. 

However, two individual stands of Japanese Knotweed were identified in Ebberston and Yedingham. 

The patch in Ebberston was treated by Forestry England and the patch at Yedingham by YDCP staff. 

4.3 Middle Derwent 
Several stands of Himalayan balsam were identified on a 4km survey of Cram Beck though no other 

INNS were recorded. The main Derwent near the confluence with Cram Beck has a presence of giant 

hogweed but Cram Beck can be ruled out as the source and does not seem to currently be affected 

by the infection on the main river. A volunteer surveyed the River Derwent from Elvington Bridge 

down to the Lower Derwent Valley National Nature Reserve with only Himalayan Balsam recorded. 

This stretch of river was of particular interest due to the presence of orange balsam downstream. 

4.4 Lower Derwent 

Pocklington Beck and Bielby Beck were a priority to survey due to the presence of orange balsam 
downstream. Any future treatment of orange balsam would require knowledge of the uppermost 
extent of the plant within the catchment. A volunteer surveyed from Canal Head downstream to a 
Swing Bridge at Melbourne (SE 74453 44761) and found only Himalayan Balsam. 
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WB name WB ID Metres Target SSSI Reach 

Rye  

River Dove from source to Hodge 
Beck 

GB1040270682 
60 

1243 Upstream of D01 

River Dove from source to Hodge 
Beck 

GB1040270682 
60 

165 Upstream of D01 

River Dove from source to Hodge 
Beck 

GB1040270682 
60 

1973 Upstream of D01 

River Dove from source to Hodge 
Beck 

GB1040270682 
60 

2925 Upstream of D01 

Pickering Beck from Levisham to 
Costa Beck 

GB1040270685 
20 

19451 Upstream of D01 

Costa Beck from source to Pickering 
Beck 

GB1040270684 
80 

2612 Upstream of D01 

Upper Derwent  

Thornton Beck/Dalby Beck/Staindale 
Beck 

GB1040270679 
50 

3838 Upstream of D01 

Sea Cut/Scalby Beck to North Sea GB1040270679 
80 

7803 Upstream of D01 

River Derwent from Black Beck to 
River Rye 

 10799 Upstream of D01 

Middle Derwent  

Cram Beck GB10402706357 
0 

3814 D06 

Derwent from Elvington Beck to 
River Ouse 

GB10402706831 
1 

3969  

Lower Derwent 

Pocklington Beck from source to 
Bielby Beckand Pocklington Beck 
from Bielby Beck to River Derwent 

GB104027063 
480/ 
GB104027063 
440 

8792 D18 

Total 67, 384  

Table 4. INNS surveyed by volunteers and staff in 2022/23. 
 

5 Summary and Recommendations 
Significant steps have been taken towards eradicating giant hogweed from the catchment and this 

should be viewed as realistically achievable, although it will take several years, and the chance of re- 

infection is always possible. Engagement and education are key to preventing this. YDCP should 

continue to expand its proactive engagement with landowners and members of the public to raise 

awareness of INNS and the ways in which they can help to control and report them. Attendance of 

shows using CaBA hosting funding has been a highly successful way of achieving this and our 

attendance should continue. The partnership should continue to develop practical engagement tools 

that can make the issue of INNS accessible to landowners and members of the public. 

Other INNS which are scattered around the catchment, such as orange balsam and Japanese 

knotweed, should be treated before they become well established to give a real possibility of 

eradication on the Derwent. 
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In 2022, there were less than 5 flowering giant hogweed plants recorded in the Derwent Catchment, 

none of which went to seed. This is due to the comprehensive treatment that was made possible by 

the increased capacity in place at the start of treatment season. If YDCP is to achieve its target of 

eradicating giant hogweed in the catchment by 2030 then this working model should continue. 
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The following sections outline YDCP’s recommendations for treatment and surveying over the 

coming years and more specifically 2023/4. This is produced with an expectation of similar continued 

funding (currently Doing More for the Derwent) as we receive no other INNS treatment income. 

Please see figure 4. for an overview of recommended treatment on the catchment. 

5.1 Giant hogweed 
Continued treatment of the significant sources of infection will be required for several years due to a 
substantial seed bank being present at each site. Landowners should be engaged early in the year 
and any necessary agreements put in place by Feb/March 2023 so that the treatment window can 
be optimised. It is recommended that the most severe sources of infection are treated 3 times in 
the season. This proved highly effective in 2022 and will ensure plants germinating at different times 
of year are treated. If a plant has enough energy resource, treating it with glyphosate can put it 
under stress and cause early flowering but if plants are treated early enough, the chances of stress 
flowering are low. 

 

Continued monitoring of treatment will inform as to when the regularity of treatment resources 

required can be reduced. The Non-Native Species Secretariat (NNSS) state that giant hogweed seed 

can be viable for up to 3-4 years although some scientific papers claim viability can be for up to 15 

years. It is generally accepted and supported in ‘Giant Hogweed Management in the United 

Kingdom’ (Booy & Wade 2007) that the vast majority of giant hogweed seeds lose their viability after 2-3 

years. However, given that one flowerhead produces approximately 50,000 seeds, one flowering 

plant can have a devastating impact, especially when dispersed along a watercourse. 

Therefore, every effort should be made to ensure all flowering plants within the catchment are cut 

down before they produce seed. If one land parcel goes untreated as is currently the case due to 

denied access or otherwise, the entire programme could be compromised. Inspection and if 

necessary enforcement by the governmental bodies should be prioritised to enable us to treat The 

Rectory Farm, Low Catton. 
 

Table 5. Sites recommended for early treatment. 

 

Whitecarr Beck (SE 73712 61284) 
 

2 Fields north of Whitecarr Beck (SE 73582 61498) (SE 74482 
61654) 

 

Stamford Bridge (various) 
 

Howsham Wood (SE 74382 64085) 
 

Skirpen Beck/ Bugthorpe Beck (SE 72883 57174) 
 

Menethorpe Beck (SE 76531 67695) 
 

Kirkham to Howsham PRoW (SE 73992 65432) 
 

Acklam (SE 78158 61547) 
 

Carr Field (SE 72606 61853) 

Sites Recommended to Receive Early Treatment 
(in order of priority) 
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5.2 Himalayan balsam 
Until Himalayan balsam infections in the headwaters are eradicated, areas downstream will be 

vulnerable to reinfection. However, this does not preclude work in these areas if the site is deemed 

worth protecting and continuity can be maintained. 

YDCP have begun voluntary balsam eradication on Ran Beck downstream of Buttercrambe. This is in 

partnership with a local landowner who has begun treating 650m of watercourse with YDCP treating 

the 300m closest to the Derwent. An experienced volunteer has been running the project. The Beck 

is being targeted as its size and position in the catchment means there is a real prospect of 

eradicating INNS with a low risk of reinfection. Treatment should continue next year with a survey to 

be carried out in 2024 to access the project’s impact. 

5.3 Japanese knotweed 
There is a significant chance of movement of Japanese knotweed through human activities, 

particularly fly tipping. This species is a particular concern from this type of transmission due to how 

easily it propagates from fragments of plant material. YDCP has focused efforts on investigating 

historic records of Japanese knotweed and in 2022 has identified and treated several isolated 

patches across the catchment. 

These newly identified patches of Japanese knotweed should be treated and monitored for a 

minimum of 3 years. Watercourses recommended for surveys in 2023 have been chosen due to 

historic records of Japanese knotweed and other minor INNS. YDCP continue engagement with 

Ryedale District Council and Network Rail to ensure that treatments have been carried out in 

Norton. 

5.4 Orange balsam 
Orange balsam has become notable in the Lower Derwent Valley in recent years, primarily on 

Wheldrake Ings despite the efforts of two volunteer task days which ran in 2019 and 2021. As this 

invasive has begun to threaten the reedbeds, a more comprehensive approach needs to be adopted 

into the future. Yorkshire Wildlife Trust has funded Natural England to use chemical spray to treat 

orange balsam in reed beds at Wheldrake Ings in the past so this could be a possibility for more 

effective treatment. In 2022 the orange balsam at Wheldrake was strimmed by reserve staff as it 

first began flowering and a survey of Pocklington Beck was undertaken by volunteers. No orange 

balsam was found on Pocklington Beck, but it is recommended that this is closely followed over the 

coming years through repeat surveys. 
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6. Schedule of work for 2023/24 
The following map and tables detail the work recommended for 2023/24 to improve the River 
Derwent SSSI as part of ‘Doing More for the Derwent’. 

 
 

WB name WB ID Length (m) Target SSSI Reach 

Rye  

River Seph from Ledge Beck to River Rye GB104027068560 10,236 Upstream of D01 

Pickering Beck from Source to 
LevishamBeck 

GB104027068570 13,692 Upstream of D01 

Upper Derwent  

Burniston Beck GB104027067980 4548 Upstream of D01 

Middle Derwent  

Rowmire Beck GB104027063550 8021 D05 

Moor Beck GB104027068312 3778 D08 

Leavening Beck GB104027068312 3897 D08 

  44,172  

 

Table 6. Recommended INNS surveys for 2023/24. 
 
 
 

WB name WB ID Length (m) Additional M2 

Area 

Implemented 
by 

SSSI 
Target 
Reach 

Giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 

Upper Derwent 

Black/Crosscliffe/Grain 
Beck* 

GB104027067990 7908  YWT / YDCP D01 

River Derwent From Black 
Beck to River Rye 

GB104027067930 1287  YDCP D01 

The Syme from Source to 
Thornton/Dalby/Staindale 

GB104027068460 60  YDCP D01 

Middle Derwent 

Menethorpe Beck* GB104027063550 2655 80m2 YDCP/ 
Landowner 

D05 

River Derwent from River 
Rye to Kirkham 

GB104027068313 5476  YDCP D06 

River Derwent from Kirkham 
to Elvington Beck */** 

GB104027068312 27143 100m2 YDCP/ 
Landowner 

D05- 
D12 

Whitecarr Beck** GB104027068312 3341 100m2 YDCP D09 

Barlam/Skirpen Beck 
(including Bugthorpe Beck)* 

GB104027063510 6235  Landowner/ 
YDCP 

D10 
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Lower Derwent 

Bielby Beck GB104027063450  50 m2 YDCP  

* 2 treatments **3      

Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica 

Middle Derwent 

Menethorpe Beck GB104027063550 120  YDCP D05 

  54,225 330m2   

Orange Balsam Impatiens Capensis 

Pocklington Beck from 
Beilby Beck to River Derwent 
(Wheldrake Ings) 

GB104027063440 40  YWT/YDCP D18 

Total 52,938 330m2  

Including * 95,653 660m2 

 
 

Table 4. Recommended INNS treatment for 2022/23. 
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Figure 4. Map of proposed INNS treatment and surveys for 2023/24. 
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Figure 5. Giant hogweed method statement adapted for treatment during COVID-19 national 

restrictions. 


