Catchment Partnership
Newsletter Summer 2021
This is a short issue of newsletter, highlighting few projects within the catchment. We are
picking up on activity in the catchment now! There are new studies and reports available
for download on the CaBA website (scroll down to Catchment Projects section). These are
EA reports on various recent studies relevant to our catchment, and scoping studies of
different rivers done by the WT. We hope to utilise all this information in further planning
of actions in the catchment. Please have a look and contribute with your ideas on the next
meetings (dates below on right).

Full report is attached to email with this newsletter. If you would like a copy
of the GIS layers please contact Alex.mcdonald@environment-agency.gov.uk
The purpose of this work is to help with project development and to provide
supporting evidence for funding bids. Within most catchments ground
truthing would be the next step with the opportunity maps and storage
required being used to target this.
If you would like to join a session explaining how to use and interpret the
maps please let us know and we will arrange something for after the summer
holidays. We would welcome any feedback on these outputs.
Catchments & communities covered by round 1 of the NFM opportunity
mapping were selected based on properties at very significant and significant
flood risk or being a rapid response catchment.
Round 2 of the mapping has just started and will provide outputs for River
Derwent to Derby, River Idle to West Stockwith, Dover Beck and Repton
Brook.

RIMP WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER 10am-1pm

Over the past year the Environment Agency’s East Midlands area have been
working with Arup to look at how we can better support the development of
Natural Flood Management (NFM) projects. In order to try and answer the
questions of which catchments are best suited to NFM, where to best situate
measures and how much difference NFM could it make to communities a
series of opportunity maps and hydraulic analysis has been undertaken.

SAVE THE DATE— SCP WEDNESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 10am-1pm

NFM Opportunity Mapping

Severn Trent’s Boost for Biodiversity Grant Scheme 2021
This year Severn Trent had 70 applications to their annual biodiversity grant scheme –
Boost for Biodiversity. This grant scheme is aimed at NGOs, charities, community groups,
schools and local authorities who are looking to create or enhance habitats in their local
area. Overall £275k of funding was awarded to 20 successful applicants, who together will
improve 170ha across the ST region. In the Idle and Torne catchment area 2 projects were
awarded funding, both being undertaken by the Sherwood Forest Trust – “Restoring Oak
Tree Heath” and “Kickstarting a Tree Planting Revolution in Bassetlaw”. These projects will
improve 14ha of habitats in the catchment.

Spawn on the Maun
The Forest Town Nature Conservation Group who managed Spa Ponds Nature Reserve has
been involved with another project beneficial to the river Maun. The project, known as
'Spawn on the Maun', was endorsed by the Sherwood Water Catchment Partnership and
paid for with money from the Severn Trent Community Fund.
Banks of the Maun were eroded over the years by invasive species Himalayan balsam and
Signal crayfish. Bank erosion causes excess silt, which covers sands and gravels, starving
the river bed of oxygen,
making the river less attractive
for fish such as brown trout.
The Spawn on the Maun
project is intended to prevent
bank erosion and, over time, to
rebuild the banks.
In July, a series of posts were
installed , between which
bundles of brash were
squeezed and tied into place.
Flow deflectors were installed
to vary and speed up the river
flow. These are helping clean the sands and gravels to provide an oxygen-rich riverbed for
fish spawning. Cut and hinged trees were used to provide calmer waters and areas of cover
and shelter. To find out more go on http://www.foresttown.net/index.php/nature/ or email
us via spa.ponds@gmail.com

Beavers at Idle Valley
Natural England has approved licence for release of two beaver families at Idle Valley
Nature Reserve. The enclosure here is going to be the largest enclosure in England and it is
underway of construction. The beavers have been captured in Scotland and are
quarantining before the release in the nature reserve later this year. There will be publicly
available walks introducing the enclosure at Idle Valley soon.

Unit 1 of SSSI Idle Washlands
Here are photos showing varying states of Unit 1. Money has been allocated for works on
this unit, for which an area containing a shallow waterbody was fenced to reduce disturbance to nesting wading birds. An interpretation panel is to be installed highlighting the
wildlife and archaeological interest in the area. Despite the efforts, the unit is not always in
condition to support breeding birds. If you have ideas on works that will be suitable in this
area, please get in touch.

Photo taken in April 2017 showing flooded Newington Flash (Unit 1 Idle Washlands) with the River
Idle in the foreground. As can be seen the large
water body is directly connected to the river. The
Water Level Management Plan (WLMP 2019) states
that in order to provide suitable nesting & feeding
conditions for breeding waders on Unit 1 during
the period from 1st March to 15th July each year
shallow standing water (up to 20cm in depth)
should be visible over 10 - 30% of the grassland.
The water table should be within 30cm of the surface. At that time the photograph was taken the
whole of Newington Flash was under water.

Contact

Photo taken October 2017 depicting bare ground at
Newington Flash (Unit 1 Idle Washlands) due to flood
water receding. Due to the long period of inundation,
the grass sward has been killed, which will limit the
sites capacity to support breeding waders the following spring and encourage docks and nettles to colonise. The WLMP states that during the period from
15th July to 1st November each year shallow standing water (up to 20cm in depth) should be limited to
10% of the grassland. The ground conditions should
allow access to all the grassland for livestock grazing,
mowing & weed control measures. The water table
should be 30 - 40cm of the surface. At the time the
photograph was taken grazing by livestock was limited to the periphery of the SSSI.

Catchment Host—Dominika Murienova
dmurienova@nottswt.co.uk

