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A male Garganey flying over Slaynes Lane, a frequent sight in 2020 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Heavy rainfall in early November 2019 caused the River Idle to burst its banks in 
several places along the Idle Washlands, resulting in extensive flooding to the 
Slaynes Lane area. Water levels almost reached the height of the flood bank, 
and as they gradually subsided through 2020, some fabulous wetland habitat 
was created. This benefited breeding and wintering birds alike, as well as 
providing rich feeding for migrant waders and terns. 
 
The recording area used for this report is shown on the map below. It includes 
two of the Idle Washlands designated SSSI units: 
 
Unit 1 – comprising the two waterbodies known to local bird watchers as 
Newington Flash and Hagg Lane Flash, and  
Unit 2 - which adjoins the River Idle just south of Slaynes Lane. 
The remainder of the area is made up of the former Newington Quarry along 
Slaynes Lane, a small current sand extraction site at Newington West plus 
surrounding fields. 
 
Recording was limited during the spring months due to the Covid-19 lockdown, 
but a few local birders were able to visit the area within the Government 
guidelines. 
 

 
Map of the recording area 



SUMMARY OF 2020 

 
A fantastic year with 160 bird species recorded. 
 
WINTER (January and February) – wildfowl were certainly the main feature of 
the winter with unprecedented numbers of Whooper Swan being the major 
highlight. Few sites in England enjoyed larger counts of this species than did the 
Idle Washlands. A family party of Bewick’s Swans added further interest whilst 
large numbers of Eurasian Wigeon, Eurasian Teal, Common Coot and Common 
Pochard were also attracted to the flood water. Northern Pintail occurred in 
smaller numbers, as did Common Goldeneye and Goosander.  
In addition, several species of wader found conditions to their liking: 500 
Northern Lapwing, up to 35 Common Redshank and 20 Ruff were regularly seen 
in the area, particularly at Newington Flash. A pair of Common Stonechat spent 
the early months frequenting the ditch near Misson village. 
 
SPRING (March, April and May) – the wintering Whooper Swans dispersed in 
early March, though a few additional passage birds were seen into April. The 
first Garganey arrived in early April, as did a male Mandarin Duck that resided 
along Slaynes Lane through the summer. Two pairs of Black-necked Grebes 
brought a splash of colour, and though none stayed to breed this year, this is 
considered a distinct possibility for the future. Two Great Egrets preferred 
Newington Flash in March and April whilst two Common Cranes that flew south 
over Newington also in April, landed in the fields south of the river. A Cattle Egret 
present on Slaynes Lane for a few hours in late May was a local rarity.  
Wader passage was excellent during April and May, featuring four Grey Plover, 
four Turnstone, eight Sanderling, one Spotted Redshank, a minimum of six 
Wood Sandpiper and at least 10 Whimbrel. During the same period a total of 64 
Arctic Terns flew north-east through Slaynes Lane, as well as single Black Tern 
and a total of four Little Gulls.  
 
SUMMER (June, July and August) – migrants continued to arrive throughout 
June: two Curlew Sandpipers, two Little Terns and an Osprey being amongst the 
highlights, though a stunning female Red-necked Phalarope on the 4th stole the 
show. A second Cattle Egret appeared, as did a very unseasonal male Smew 
which attracted a lot of admirers during the normally quiet mid-summer period.  
Continued coverage in July produced European Honey-buzzard, Caspian Gull and 
Roseate Tern, all first records for the area. Remarkably another Red-necked 
Phalarope put in an appearance as did several Ospreys. 



This year proved excellent for breeding waders, with Northern Lapwing, Little 
Ringed Plover, Pied Avocet and Common Redshank all successfully raising more 
young than in previous years. Having failed for the last two years, the Black-
headed Gull colony was also successful, and Common Terns had their best year 
ever. 
No sooner had the last of the north-bound waders departed, than the first of 
the returning birds started to arrive back. The shallow water, by now full of food, 
hosted large numbers of Black-tailed Godwit throughout July and a steady flow 
of Common, Green and Wood Sandpipers in July and August. Less frequent 
visitors included Sanderling, Red Knot, Ruddy Turnstone, Curlew Sandpiper and 
Little Stint. From late July egrets were attracted in good numbers. As well as the 
usual post breeding dispersal of Little Egrets, there was another two Cattle 
Egrets and up to six Great Egret. The first of the returning Northern Wheatears 
and Whinchats were recorded in late August. 
 
AUTUMN (September, October and November) – waders continued to be 
plentiful in both number and variety. Curlew Sandpiper, Red Knot and Grey 
Plover were all recorded into November.  A maximum of eight Great Egrets were 
in the area during September and October. Raptors were represented by three 
sightings of Hen Harrier and a single Merlin in November. Towards the end of 
November, Whooper Swans returned to roost along Slaynes Lane, feeding by 
day mostly on Gringley Carr. Both Woodlark and Cetti’s Warbler were noted 
along Slaynes Lane. 
 
WINTER (December) – numbers of Eurasian Teal and Eurasian Wigeon began to 
build and three White-fronted Geese briefly joined the Greylag Goose flock. The 
now regular wintering Common Redshank flock returned, often associating with 
up to 20 Ruff. A late Eurasian Spoonbill was present in early December, as well 
as another Hen Harrier. The year ended in a very acceptable fashion with three 
Twite in the fields near Misson village. 

 
SYSTEMATIC LIST 

 
MUTE SWAN – Common, present throughout the year. Around 120 associated 
with the wintering swan flock along Slaynes Lane during the early winter period, 
with a maximum count of 180 on 5th May.  Three pairs bred raising 11 young.  
 



WHOOPER SWAN - Winter visitor and passage migrant. Unprecedented 
numbers arrived along Slaynes Lane in December 2019, these remaining 
throughout January and February with frequent counts of over 400, culminating 
in a record count of 474 on 1st January. This is by a good margin, the highest ever 
individual site count for Nottinghamshire, and is of significance on a regional 
scale. As part of the International Swan Census on the 12th January 2020, 320 
adults and 84 juveniles were counted, showing almost 21% were birds of the 
year, indicating a successful breeding season. Numbers dwindled in late 
February, with the last of the herd leaving in early March. North-bound migrants 
in April comprised three along Slaynes Lane on the 10th and two on Newington 
Flash on the 19th. 
The first eight birds returned on 26th September. Once again birds began to roost 
along Slaynes Lane in late October and throughout November, with regular 
dawn counts of c.180. Unfortunately, during December regular evening shooting 
in the area disturbed the roost and only occasional family groups were then seen 
until the end of the year. 
 
BEWICK’S SWAN – Uncommon winter visitor. Two adults and a juvenile were 
present along Slaynes Lane almost daily from the 1st January until the 8th 
February. This species is not of annual occurrence in Nottinghamshire. 
 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE - Winter visitor and passage migrant. Several skeins flew 
over the area in the early part of the year. In January, 48 flew west on the 11th, 
40 north on the 20th and 120 north-east on the 25th. In February, 26 flew west 
on 9th, c.100 north on 12th, 60 north on 20th and 85 east on 22nd. In March, 60 
flew north-west on 12th. The latest was a single bird down with the Greylag flock 
on 10th May. 
The first birds to return was a flock of 45 flying east on 25th September, followed 
by 60 heading east on 10th October. More activity in December when 120 flew 
north on 1st December and 165 also flying north on 6th.   
A group of 15 spent most of the 7th November down feeding at Slaynes Lane, as 
did two on the 6th December. 
 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE - Uncommon winter visitor. A bird of dubious origin 
was along Slaynes Lane on the 16th and 18th September. A single on 15th 
November had better credentials as it coincided with a small regional influx. 
Three with the Greylag Goose flock on the 30th December.  
 



GREYLAG GOOSE – Common, present throughout the year. Counts regularly 
reached c.120 in the early winter period. Towards the end of the year there were 
frequent counts of between 300 and 400, peaking at 450 on the 30th December.  
Seven pairs bred around Slaynes Lane, successfully raising at least 32 young. 
 
CANADA GOOSE – Common, present throughout the year. High counts of 155 
on 2nd February and 135 on 6th December. 
Two pairs bred on Slaynes Lane, successfully raising 10 young. 
 
COMMON SHELDUCK - Present throughout the year, with high counts on 
Newington Flash of 22 on the 8th February and 32 on the 12th March.  
Five pairs bred in the area, raising broods of 9, 10, 9, 4 and 5 young. 
 
EGYPTIAN GOOSE – Irregular visitor. The first record of the year was of two on 
30th January, followed by five on 2nd February and two on 22nd April. Recorded 
almost daily from the 2nd August until 8th November, with a maximum of seven 
on 14th September. Thereafter, two along Slaynes Lane on 28th November and 
again on the 5th December. 
 
MALLARD – Common, present throughout the year. There was a high count of 
620 on the 17th January, and a notable mid-summer peak of 465 on the 16th June.  
A very successful breeding season, with at least six broods and 36 youngsters 
noted at Hagg Lane Flash alone. A minimum of 30 pairs bred in the area. 
 
GADWALL – Common throughout the year. There was a high count of 255 on 
the 17th January and an impressive 480 on the 16th June. 
About 10 pairs bred, with at least 38 young counted. 
 
NORTHERN PINTAIL – Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded daily along 
Slaynes Lane until the 11th March, with a high count of 16 on 23rd January. There 
was a male on the 29th May, and an unseasonal female from the 10th to 12th July. 
The first of the returning birds arrived on 19th August. Thereafter, seen daily in 
single figures until the end of the year, except for 10 on the 28th December. 
 
NORTHERN SHOVELER – Present throughout the year, with high counts of 115 
on the 17th January and 63 on the 16th June. A flock of 58 frequented Hagg Lane 
Flash on the 22nd August.  
At least four pairs bred in the area, successfully raising 21 young. 
 



EURASIAN WIGEON – Common winter visitor and passage migrant. This is a 
favoured area for this species. In January and February c.2500 were present, 
numbers dwindling through March and April. Low single figure counts later in 
spring with just the occasional individuals seen during the summer months. 
Birds began to return in early September and by the end of the year c.3000 birds 
were present, a typical figure for the area in the winter months. 
 
EURASIAN TEAL – Present throughout the year, but no evidence of breeding. In 
January and February, c.1000 was present, birds dispersing through March, and 
by early April only low single figures remained. By mid-June numbers began to 
build once more, mostly males to begin with. In the early autumn c.400 birds 
were in the area, and by the beginning of December c.1200 were wintering, the 
favoured locations being Unit 2 and Slaynes Lane. 
 
GARGANEY – Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant. A male on Hagg 
Lane Flash on the 5th April was the first record of the year, followed by a pair 
which frequented Slaynes Lane regularly from the 26th April. These were joined 
by a third male on the 5th May leading to lots of courtship display. On the 15th 
May, another pair arrived along Slaynes Lane, all these six birds remaining in the 
area throughout the spring and early summer, though they typically became 
more elusive as time went on. With regular sightings throughout the summer 
months, breeding was suspected but could not be confirmed. Up to three birds 
were seen almost daily until early September, with a count of four, including one 
juvenile, on Hagg Lane Flash on the 19th August. The last record was a single 
along Slaynes Lane on the 30th September.  
Reece et al. (2019) detail fewer than 10 fully documented breeding records for 
the county. For up to six Garganey to remain in this study area for an extended 
period during the breeding season is notable indeed, particularly with a juvenile 
being present in August. 
 
MANDARIN DUCK – Irregular visitor. A male arrived along Slaynes Lane on the 
23rd April, being seen intermittently until the end of the year (although there 
were no records in September). Excepting a visit to Newington Flash on 18th 
December, it remained faithful to Slaynes Lane, where it was joined by a second 
bird on the 21st July. 
 
TUFTED DUCK – Present throughout the year. Good numbers along Slaynes Lane 
during January and February, with a high count of 215 on 17th January. There 
was also a noteworthy mid-summer count of 178 on the 16th June.  
Four pairs bred in the area raising 15 young. 



COMMON POCHARD – Present throughout the year. The early winter produced 
counts of 235 on the 17th January and 280 on 19th February. Fewer in the late 
winter period, though 75 on the 19th December. 
Two instances of breeding: a female with two very small young was seen on 23rd 
June and a female with four young on the 23rd August, both along Slaynes Lane. 
 
RED-CRESTED POCHARD – Irregular visitor. There were two records this year. 
Two males along Slaynes Lane on the 9th June and a female along Slaynes Lane 
on both the 5th and 6th September. 
 
COMMON GOLDENEYE – Irregular winter visitor. Low single figure counts were 
made regularly along Slaynes Lane until April, with peaks of five on both the 25th 
January and 2nd March. Two on the 10th April were the last to leave. The first 
birds to return involved two on the 25th October. Up to three thereafter until 
the year end. 
 
SMEW - Rare visitor. An unseasonal drake was present along Slaynes Lane from 
2nd June until 22nd June, undoubtedly the individual which had been present at 
the Lound GP complex the week previously (DW et al). 

 
Male Smew with Tufted Duck on the 4th June  



GOOSANDER – Irregular winter visitor.  Four (two males and two females) were 
frequently along the river at Newington between 30th January and the 17th 
March. There were single males along Slaynes Lane on 22nd November and again 
on 30th December, and a female back on the river on the 1st December. 
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE - Recorded occasionally throughout the year. 
 
GREY PARTRIDGE – Present throughout the year. Most records came from the 
Misson village end of Slaynes Lane. A maximum count of 13 was made on the 
18th July. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT – Present throughout the year. 
 
BLACK-NECKED GREBE – Irregular visitor. A pair arrived along Slaynes Lane on 
the 22nd April, being seen intermittently until the 15th May. These were joined 
by a second pair on the 29th April and 1st May. 
Unfortunately, neither of the pairs stayed to breed, but the presence of a 
thriving Black-headed Gull colony gives hope of this for the future. Single 
juveniles along Slaynes Lane from the 1st - 3rd and on 28th July, raised the 
possibility they might have bred not too far away. Also along Slaynes Lane, there 
were two adults on the 6th and 7th July, and one on the 11th July. 
 
LITTLE GREBE – Present throughout the year. Very few were seen during January 
and February, but five pairs returned in the early spring which settled down to 
breed, raising at least 13 young. There were 10 (four adults and six juveniles) on 
Hagg Lane Flash on the 27th September and eight across the whole area on the 
19th December. 
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE – Present throughout the year. Rather scarce during 
January and February with a maximum of just two recorded occasionally. 
Numbers increased through the spring and by the beginning of May there were 
10 pairs identified in the area, though not all of these went on to breed. On the 
12th August, a high count of 29 included 20 adults and nine juveniles. Birds 
remained faithful to the site to the end of the year, including eight on the 19th 
December. 
 
GREAT CORMORANT – Present throughout the year. A maximum count of 45 on 
the 20th October. 
 



CATTLE EGRET – Rare visitor. A great year for this species with four records. The 
first of these was found on the north side of Slaynes Lane on the 29th May, where 
it remained for just a few hours during the early afternoon (LJD et al). A 
breeding-plumaged bird was discovered roosting with Little Egrets along Slaynes 
Lane on the 23rd July. It stayed until the 30th feeding amongst the cattle on 
Newington Flash during the day and returning to roost each night along Slaynes 
Lane (TT et al). On the 3rd August, a different bird lacking breeding-plumage was 
again feeding with the cattle at Newington Flash, being last seen on the 9th (MS 
et al). The final record of an outstanding year was another breeding-plumaged 
bird first seen at Hagg Lane Flash on the 19th August, commuting between there 
and Newington Flash until last seen on the 21st (SF et al). 
 

 
Cattle Egret at Newington Flash 24th July  

 
LITTLE EGRET – Present throughout the year. Only low single figure counts until 
the end of spring. Post breeding birds were attracted to the area in July, 
including 20 on the 17th, with rising counts in August and September culminating 
in a peak of 68 on the 3rd October, most of which were on Hagg Lane Flash. 
However, numbers dwindled quickly as pools continued to dry and by the 10th 
October only 10 remained, these falling further to a single bird by December. An 
unusually small, dusky-grey bird arrived on Hagg Lane Flash on the 17th 
September which was last seen on the 20th October. 
 



GREAT EGRET – Irregular visitor. The first of the year occurred at Newington 
Flash on the 16th March, where it was joined by a second on 19th, both birds 
remaining until the 26th April. The next wasn’t recorded until the 2nd August 
when two appeared at Newington Flash. Numbers began to build through the 
August and September with an impressive eight birds logged on several 
occasions in late September/early October, this becoming a single site maximum 
count for Nottinghamshire. On 29th September at Hagg Lane Flash, there was 
the remarkable sight of eight Great Egret, 55 Little Egret and seven Grey Herons, 
something unthinkable just a few years ago. There were still four in the area 
until the end of the year. 
 
GREY HERON – Present throughout the year. A maximum count of 16 on the 21st 
October. 
 
EURASIAN SPOONBILL – Irregular visitor. A late bird was found on the north side 
of Slaynes Lane on the 2nd December, where it stayed until the 4th, the first 
December occurrence for Nottinghamshire. Presumably it was this same bird 
that was seen again along Slaynes Lane on the 15th.  
 
SACRED IBIS – Irregular visitor. Six records, all thought likely to involve the same 
birds of unknown origin. On the 12th April two flew north-west. On 8th June two 
were feeding on an island along Slaynes Lane later flying north, as did two on 
23rd July. Next day, one flew north alone, though it appeared to have re-found 
its partner by 2nd August when both flew west. The last record was of two on 
14th August which flew north-east.  
 
OSPREY – Irregular visitor and passage migrant. An excellent year with four 
records. The first circled over Slaynes Lane on the 13th June before drifting off 
towards Bawtry (DH, SF). The next spent 10 minutes over Slaynes Lane on the 
7th July, before flying towards Gringley Carr (SF, DW). Probably the same bird 
was again over Slaynes Lane on the 9th July (TR), and lastly a juvenile spent 15 
minutes over Slaynes Lane on the 20th August (DH). 
 
RED KITE – Irregular visitor. Three sightings this year began with one flying west 
over Newington village on the 30th May. On the 9th June, one flew north, then a 
short while later, a second bird flew east. 
 
WESTERN MARSH HARRIER – Present throughout the year. Surprisingly scarce 
during the first half of the year with just seven sightings up to the end of June. 
An immature male and a female were both seen on several dates in July. 



Juveniles began to appear from August and there were two together on the 25th. 
Birds continued to pass through regularly, with a high count of three (male, 
female and a juvenile) on the 26th September. There were only three records in 
December. 
 
HEN HARRIER – Irregular winter visitor. A total of four sightings at Slaynes Lane 
began with a ringtail which headed towards Gringley Carr on the 9th November. 
A male hunted over fields adjacent to Misson village on the 15th November and 
a ringtail flew north-west on the 27th November. A male was hunting over the 
fields on the north side of Slaynes Lane on the 1st December.  
  
EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD – Rare visitor. On the 13th July, an adult (probably 
a female) glided west over Slaynes Lane, before changing direction and 
disappearing over Barrow Hills to the south-west (LJD, DE). 
 
COMMON BUZZARD – Present throughout the year. It is not uncommon to see 
10 birds in the air at once during fine spring days.  
 
SPARROWHAWK – Present throughout the year, though rather scarce. 
 
COMMON KESTREL – Present throughout the year. 
 
MERLIN – Irregular visitor. The only record was of a female/juvenile along 
Slaynes Lane on the 8th November. 
 
EURASIAN HOBBY – Regular summer visitor. The first record of the year came 
on the 3rd May and then two were seen together on both the 7th and 14th May. 
Reported regularly during the summer until the 9th September, with an adult 
and juvenile seen on both the 20th and 23rd August. A latest bird was present on 
the 29th September.  
 
PEREGRINE FALCON – Irregular visitor. Only three sightings in the first half of 
the year, these being singles on 2nd February, 12th May and the 26th June. A 
juvenile female resided along Slaynes Lane daily from the 20th August until the 
8th September, usually to be seen sitting on a partly submerged fence line, from 
where it would periodically harass waders and ducks, though most attempts at 
catching any were noted to be unsuccessful. An adult was over Newington Flash 
on the 25th October and this may have been the bird seen eating a Northern 
Lapwing on Hagg Lane Flash on 12th November. 
 



WATER RAIL – Irregular visitor, though probably under recorded. Very few 
records this year of this scarce breeding bird in Nottinghamshire. The first 
involved a bird calling from Juncus near Misson village on the 17th May. An adult 
with a well grown juvenile was present on Unit 2 on the 6th and 7th August, 
perhaps indicating successful local breeding. An adult was along Slaynes Lane 
27th August.  
 
MOORHEN – Present throughout the year. There was a high count of 27 across 
the broad area on the 16th June, and seven pairs were known to have bred. 
 
COMMON COOT – Present throughout the year. There was a count of 215 on 
the 17th January. During the breeding season at least 63 nests were counted, 
many producing young despite the relentless attendance of predatory Carrion 
Crows and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. The yearly high count of 543 came on the 
16th June.    
 
COMMON CRANE – Rare visitor. Two flew south over Newington village on the 
early morning of the 5th April, landing in the fields on the Gringley side of the 
river where they stayed for 30 minutes before continuing south (SF). 
 
OYSTERCATCHER – Summer visitor and occasional breeder. The first record of 
the year was a single on Newington Flash on the 17th January, this being joined 
by a second bird on the 25th. By springtime there were three breeding pairs along 
Slaynes Lane, though only one pair was successful in raising three young. 
Numbers dropped rapidly during July with the last record on the 14th August. A 
late bird was present on Hagg Lane Flash from the 8th to the 15th November. 
 
PIED AVOCET – Summer visitor and occasional breeder. A single bird along 
Slaynes Lane on 2nd March was the first for the year. The next to arrive were 
three on 5th April, with numbers regularly reaching 30 at the end of June. The 
last of the year were two adults and a juvenile on 9th August. 
An excellent breeding season, and despite some predation by Carrion Crows, 12 
pairs still managed to raise c.22 young, easily the most successful season ever. 
By way of comparison, the 2018 breeding season was thwarted when water 
levels dropped and the island nesting site became accessible to foxes and no 
young survived. In 2019, the erection of reed cages scuppered the season, the 
birds deserting shortly afterwards. 
 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER – Summer visitor and scarce breeder. A single flying 
west over Slaynes Lane on the 10th April was the first of the year, with daily 



sightings from the 19th April, until the last record of the year of two on the 8th 
October.  From July, migrants augmented local stock resulting in high counts of 
14 on the 15th July and 18 on the 9th September.  
Three pairs bred within the area and they successfully raised seven young.  
 
COMMON RINGED PLOVER – Summer visitor and occasional breeder. A single 
on the 19th April was the first of the year. Five arrived on the 26th April, with 
regular sightings through spring resulting in 132 bird-days recorded until the 8th 
June, with a high count of 12 on the 5th June. There were no breeding records. 
A total of 410 bird-days during the autumn migration. Bird started to return in 
early July with two on the 5th and regular counts of low single figures until mid-
August. From the 15th August numbers increased with peak counts of 22 on the 
18th and 19th August, and in September of 24 on the 11th, 27 on the 13th, c.40 on 
the 16th and 26 on the 23rd. The last bird was a single bird on the 14th October. 
 
GREY PLOVER – Passage migrant. Slaynes Lane attracted singles between the 5th 
and 7th May, two birds on the 10th and another single on 11th. One dropped on 
to Slaynes Lane on the 20th November. 
 

 
Grey Plover at the west end of Slaynes Lane on the 10th May  

 



EURASIAN GOLDEN PLOVER – Irregular passage and winter visitor. Most records 
are likely to involve birds on excursions from nearby Gringley Carr. During the 
early winter, a flock of 120 circled over Slaynes Lane before heading east on the 
18th February, as did 65 on the 3rd March.  
A bird in full summer-plumage along Slaynes Lane on the evening of the 15th 
June was the first to return. One flew north-west on the 2nd August, with a 
further 13 flying west on the 19th. From the 16th September to the 28th October 
up to 45 were regularly recorded on Unit 2 where they associated with the 
Northern Lapwings. Twenty-five flew east on the 9th November, and a single bird 
flew east on the 6th December. 
 
NORTHERN LAPWING – Present throughout the year and a regular breeding 
species. In the early winter period, there were frequently between 200 and 300 
in the area, peaking at 350 on the 25th January. March saw the start of an 
excellent breeding season, with an estimated 22 pairs throughout the study area 
producing a total of c.44 young, many of which successfully fledged. This is the 
highest number for many years. Flocks began to assemble again through the 
summer months with regular autumn counts of between 300 and 400, and a 
high of 440 on the 20th October. 
 
RUFF – Passage migrant and winter resident. Up to 20 wintered, often 
associating with Common Redshank on Newington Flash. Most of these had 
departed by mid-March, only to be replaced by occasional spring migrants 
during April and May (10 bird-days only) until the last, a male and a female on 
10th May. 
The first birds to return were a male and female on the 25th June, with low single 
figure counts until mid-August. From then on numbers increased with 81 bird-
days in September and 147 bird-days in October when high counts involved 18 
on the 6th, 20 on the 10th and 21 on the 20th.  
Newington Flash and islands to the north of Slaynes Lane remained attractive to 
Ruff in the late winter, as shown by a count of 12 on Newington Flash on the 26th 
December.  
 
RED KNOT – Uncommon passage migrant. Early returning adult birds in July 
comprised singles along Slaynes Lane on the 2nd, 9th, 13th to 14th and 24th. A 
juvenile was along Slaynes Lane on the 26th September. The last record was a 
juvenile on Newington Flash on the 9th November. 
 
SANDERLING – Uncommon passage migrant. A good spring passage in May, 
when birds were attracted to muddy margins of Slaynes Lane. The first was a 



single bird on 17th, followed by another single on 22nd, two on 23rd, six on 24th 
and a finally one on 27th.  An early returning adult was in the same area on 20th 
July.  
 

 
Sanderling at the west end of Slaynes Lane on the 24th May 

 
RUDDY TURNSTONE – Scarce passage migrant. There were three records in May 
all along Slaynes Lane: two on the 1st, one on the 2nd, and one briefly on the 17th 
which later flew north. 
In the autumn, a flock of 13 dropped onto Newington Flash for a few minutes 
on the 9th August (BU), a group of this size being very unusual on an inland 
waterbody. Two circled over the north side of Slaynes Lane before heading north 
on the 23rd August and one was along Slaynes Lane on the 3rd September. 
 
DUNLIN - Present throughout the year. Single birds occasionally accompanied 
the Ruff and Common Redshank on Newington Flash during January and 
February. 
Conditions proved very attractive to this species, as the annual bird-day total of 
2620 shows. Fewer in spring, though single figure counts were made almost 
daily along Slaynes Lane, with a high count of eight on the 4th May. 
Returning birds started to arrive in mid-July, favouring the Slaynes Lane area 
until mid-October, and then Units 1 and 2 thereafter as water levels dropped 
progressively through November and December.  



July produced 307 bird-days with high counts of 35 on the 20th, 52 on the 21st, 
and 44 on the 22nd. 
August bird-days totals went down to 146, with a high count this month of only 
16 on the 8th. 
September total was 412 bird-days. High counts involved 32 on the 11th, 52 on 
the 16th, 40 on the 21st, and 42 on the 30th. 
October reported 485 bird-days and high counts of 59 on the 1st and a very 
respectable 75 on the 26th which comprised 40 along Slaynes Lane and 35 on 
Hagg Lane Flash. 
November produced fewer bird-days totalling 112. The monthly high count was 
of 30 on the 15th. 
December sightings included 14 on the 1st and 18 on the 5th. A single along 
Slaynes Lane on the 28th became the last of a noteworthy year. 
 
CURLEW SANDPIPER – Scarce passage migrant. Curlew Sandpipers nest in the 
Siberian high Arctic, passing through the UK on their way back and forth from 
southern and West African wintering grounds. They rely on wetland sites such 
as the Idle Washlands to sustain themselves on these long journeys.  
On the 10th June, two birds in stunning summer-plumage were located along 
Slaynes Lane, where they stayed until the 12th, attracting many local bird 
watchers to admire their vivid colours.  
After quite a gap, the next were four adult birds on Slaynes Lane on the more 
typical date of the 30th August. In September four juveniles arrived along Slaynes 
Lane on 7th, these reducing to three by the 13th and then just a single which 
remained from the 17th until last recorded on the 24th. A very late bird was seen 
on Newington Flash with Dunlin on the 21st and 29th November (DE and SF). It is 
most unusual for this species to be seen anywhere in the UK so late in the year, 
it should have been in West Africa!  
 
LITTLE STINT – Passage migrant. Three juveniles were located along Slaynes Lane 
in the early morning on the 29th August, but by the afternoon only two were still 
present, both of which remained until the next day. By the 31st just a single bird 
was left which then began a protracted stay in the area, finding conditions to its 
liking until 22nd September (DW et al).  
 
WOOD SANDPIPER – Passage migrant. A good year for this species, particularly 
during the spring passage period when the bulk of the annual total of 31 bird-
days was reported. The first two arrived on Unit 2 on the 28th April, with up to 
three then present along Slaynes Lane between 8th and 13th May. 



The start of the return passage was signalled by singles along Slaynes Lane on 
the 2nd, 4th, and 19th July with another between the 3rd and 8th August. Two were 
in the flooded fields at the Misson village end of Slaynes Lane from the 22nd to 
the 27th August. 
 

 
Wood Sandpiper on Slaynes Lane on the 8th May 

 
GREEN SANDPIPER – Passage migrant. One flushed from Newington Flash on 
the 13th April was the only spring record. 
The first returning bird was on the 13th June, with one or two recorded 
frequently until the end of July. During August and September noted almost 
daily, with a high count of 11 on the 26th August. The last record of the year was 
a single on the 22nd September. A bird-day total 168 for the year. 
 
COMMON SANDPIPER – Passage migrant. The first record of the year was on 
the 11th April, and between 26th April and 25th May up to three were seen daily. 
The first birds returned on the 26th June, with last record of the year, a single on 
the 15th September. The highest day counts involved seven on both the 12th and 
21st July, part of 171 bird-days for the year. 



SPOTTED REDSHANK – Uncommon passage migrant. A bird in partial summer-
plumage was at the south-west end of Slaynes Lane on the 2nd May. Despite 
much effort, this was surprisingly the only record of the year (SF). 
 
COMMON REDSHANK – Present throughout the year. The usual wintering flock 
at Newington Flash numbered between 20 and 35 this year. The flock began to 
disperse to their breeding grounds in late March, but it is unclear how many of 
these decided to stay locally to nest. Adults remained in the area until mid-July 
with the juveniles staying slightly later, joining the occasional passage migrants 
which were seen until late August. The first of the wintering birds arrived back 
at Newington in early October with numbers slowly building through November 
and December, resulting in a significant count of 32 on Newington Flash on the 
26th December. 
 

 
Common Redshank sheltering young, Slaynes Lane 3rd June 

 
An excellent breeding season for Common Redshank with nine breeding pairs 
located along Slaynes Lane, which successfully fledged at least 10 young 
between them. It was a pleasure to watch the chicks as they matured, the 
species appearing to benefit from raised water levels this year which limited 
predation by foxes and corvids (same also applies to Northern Lapwing). An 
additional pair frequented the Hagg Lane/Newington Flash area, but with no 
indications of success once again. They suffer predation easily at this site. The 



species doesn’t appear to breed regularly anywhere else in Nottinghamshire, so 
this study area is very important for this species at county level. Typically, in 
previous years, just the one pair holds a territory on Newington Flash, with 
sometimes a second territory along Slaynes Lane.  
 
COMMON GREENSHANK – Regular passage migrant. The first of the year was 
seen on the 19th April, thereafter one or two appeared daily until the 13th May, 
except for between 6th and 9th May when three were present. 
The first returning bird was on the 8th July, and from then on, between one and 
three were recorded almost daily until early October when the last was seen on 
the 8th. The highest count of the year was of five on the 5th September. 
 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS – Rare visitor. One seen briefly along Slaynes Lane on the 
29th June (DE), subject to acceptance by NBWRC.        
 
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT – Regular passage migrant. The first records of the year 
all came from Hagg Lane Flash starting when 26 arrived on the 29th March. 
Thereafter birds were seen regularly here including 21 on the 10th and 14 on the 
13th April. Fewer along Slaynes Lane where single figure counts were noted 
almost daily from mid-April to early May. 
In late June birds started to return from their Icelandic breeding grounds, 
benefiting hugely from the rich feeding along Slaynes Lane after their long flight. 
July accumulated a total of 428 bird-days, with high counts of 35 on the 14th and 
42 on the 17th. On several day, birds were seen dropping in, feeding for a short 
while and then leaving, perhaps masking the true numbers involved. It is quite 
likely that several hundred would have passed through during this month. A 
reduction during August when just single figure counts were noted, albeit with 
some regularity. Fewer again in September, until just a single injured bird was 
left which remained until the 29th, the last record of a noteworthy year.  
The study area was an important re-fuelling site this year as indicated by a total 
of 665 bird-days for the year. This was particularly so in the autumn, when 12 
bird-days were logged in June, 428 in July, 51 in August and 14 in September. 
 
EURASIAN CURLEW –Irregular visitor. A flock of seven flying north-west over 
Slaynes Lane on the 12th March was the first record of the year, with an 
additional two flying north on the 16th of that month.  
Three records in June, comprised two on the 9th and singles on the 13th and 25th. 
Rather surprisingly, all seven records in July involved singles flying west. August 
produced a group of four along Slaynes Lane on the 11th and four flying west on 



the 19th. A single bird on Hagg Lane Flash on the 9th November was the last of 
the year. 
 
WHIMBREL – Uncommon passage migrant. An excellent spring with eight 
records of this uncommon migrant. The first were two on Unit 2 on the 24th April, 
followed by singles along Slaynes Lane on the 26th and 27th plus a flock of six on 
the 30th. In May, three on the 1st and single birds on the 4th, 10th and 13th.  
Scarcer in the autumn. July produced two on the 2nd and singles on the 8th, 11th, 
15th and 23rd. The last of the year was a party of three flying east over Slaynes 
Lane on the 30th August. 
 
COMMON SNIPE – Present throughout the year, occasional breeder. Rather 
scarce in the first half of the year, the highest count being six on the 8th February 
with just single birds seen on five other occasions. 
Records began to pick up through July when 12 bird-days were noted and in 
August with 130. During September, peak day counts included 58 on the 15th, 66 
on the 23rd and 97 on the 30th, contributing to a monthly 425 bird-days. Numbers 
remained high into early October, including 45 present on Newington Flash on 
the 2nd, but only single figures thereafter as the area became unsuitable for 
feeding. 
 
JACK SNIPE – Irregular winter visitor. On the 27th and 29th September, a single 
bird fed alongside Common Snipe on Hagg Lane Flash.  
 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE – Rare migrant. On the 4th June, a summer-plumaged 
female flew onto the north side of Slaynes Lane where it was seen briefly before 
it disappeared. Several hours later, it was re-located at the south-west end 
where it remained until dusk (LJD et al). Amazingly a second bird was found 
feeding in the same area on the 10th July, which was still present the next day 
(LJD et al). 
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL – Present throughout the year. After two unsuccessful 
years, the breeding colony finally had some luck with about 70 breeding pairs 
successfully raising c.60 young.  
 
LITTLE GULL – Irregular summer visitor. A good year with four spring records 
along Slaynes Lane. These comprised a first-summer bird that flew north-east 
on the 19th April, a second-summer bird which was present on the 12th May, an 
adult on the 15th May and another first-summer bird on the 21st May. 
 



COMMON GULL – Present in small numbers in the winter, late summer and 
autumn.  
 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL – Irregular summer visitor. Two adults flying over Hagg 
Lane Flash on the 21st April was the first record of the year. In May, an adult 
attended the Black-headed Gull colony at Slaynes Lane on the 15th, but not 
thereafter. A first-summer bird arrived on the 12th June which was then seen 
daily until the 30th July, regularly arriving in the evening to sit amongst ducks on 
a newly emerged island. Sometimes an adult or a second-summer bird joined 
the gathering with two birds present on the 16th, 28th and 29th June. A 
resplendent juvenile showed on the 15th August before the last of the year, a 
second-summer bird on the 31st. 
 
HERRING GULL – Irregular visitor throughout the year, mainly birds flying 
through. No notable counts. 
 
CASPIAN GULL – Rare visitor. A second-summer bird was along Slaynes Lane on 
the 23rd July, this being the first record for the area (LJD). 
 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL – Irregular visitor. Singles recorded on eight occasions 
between the 28th May and 30th July, usually amongst Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
gathering to roost. 
 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL – Irregular visitor. Several adults were present 
during the spring and summer, these being responsible for much predation of 
the Black-headed Gull colony, as well as taking other young wildfowl and waders 
whenever the chance came along. A large number of immature birds gathered 
late evenings along Slaynes Lane during the early summer, with a high count of 
320 on the 7th June. 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL – Irregular visitor. Seen in small numbers 
throughout the year, mainly individuals just flying through.  
 
LITTLE TERN – Irregular visitor. Two spent the day along Slaynes Lane on the 9th 
June. 
 
COMMON TERN – Summer visitor which breeds most years. The first to be seen 
was a single flying north over Slaynes Lane on 22nd April. Two pairs arrived on 
the 26th, being joined by another four pairs in early June, these six pairs raising 
at least nine young during the summer months. Spring passage birds included 



13 on the 30th May which flew in from the west, staying for several hours before 
departing north-east. 
In early July numbers began to build, with non-breeding birds and later adults 
and their juveniles using the area for feeding. Up to 25 were recorded 
frequently, with a high count of 40 on 13th August. The last two adults, together 
with their two juveniles, remained until 8th September. 
 
ARCTIC TERN – Irregular migrant. An excellent spring passage in late April and 
early May, with all birds flying north-east or east. The first record was a single 
bird on 19th April, followed by nine on 22nd, one on 26th and 33 on 29th. May 
produced three on 6th and 17 on the 10th. A juvenile was on Slaynes Lane on 23rd 
August (LJD). 
 
ROSEATE TERN – Rare visitor. One was present during the early morning of the 
3rd July, feeding on the north side of Slaynes Lane, eventually flying off to the 
north with two Common Terns at 08:45 (SF et al). As well as being the first site 
record, it was only the ninth ever sighting for Nottinghamshire and the first to 
be recorded in the county since 2004. 
 
BLACK TERN – Irregular migrant. A single appeared at dawn over the south side 
of Slaynes Lane on the 19th April (BU). 
 
FERAL PIGEON - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
STOCK DOVE - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
WOOD PIGEON - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
COLLARED DOVE - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
EUROPEAN TURTLE DOVE – Irregular visitor. Sadly, the only record was of two 
birds drinking in a flooded field at the Misson end of Slaynes Lane on 12th July 
(SF).  
 
COMMON CUCKOO – Summer visitor and occasional breeder. The first of the 
year was heard on the 19th April, then at least two were reported regularly until 
the 12th July. A juvenile was present at the Misson village end of Slaynes Lane 
from the 15th to 23rd August.  
 



TAWNY OWL – Irregular visitor (though probably under recorded). Two males 
were heard calling before dawn at Newington village on the 22nd April. 
 
BARN OWL – Present throughout the year. Noted regularly at dawn and dusk 
near Misson village. Breeding was unsuccessful this year, the young apparently 
being predated by Carrion Crows. 
 
LITTLE OWL – Present throughout the year. The resident pair remained until 
early May when unfortunately, one of them was found dead. The remaining bird 
was seen occasionally from mid-July, being joined by a juvenile bird which 
presumably it had reared alone. A single bird was then seen on several occasions 
until the end of the year.  
 
COMMON SWIFT – Common summer resident. The first of the year was seen on 
the 26th April, with daily sightings thereafter until the 13th September. On the 
13th May at least 500 were feeding over Slaynes Lane. 
 
COMMON KINGFISHER - Irregular visitor. Occasional singles seen most months 
during the year. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER – An irregular visitor. Just three records for the year: a 
juvenile at Newington Flash on the 24th July, and what was perhaps the same 
bird by Misson village on the 26th and again on the 29th December. 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER - Recorded occasionally throughout the year. 
 
COMMON SKYLARK - Recorded in small numbers throughout the year, with two 
breeding pairs along Slaynes Lane and additional birds along the flood banks. 
 
WOODLARK – Irregular visitor. One along Slaynes Lane on the 14th October (TR). 
 
SAND MARTIN – Common summer resident. The first record of the year involved 
six at Newington Flash on the 19th March. About 50 pairs bred in the sandy bank 
of a nearby quarry, feeding regularly over the area. The last was seen on the 22nd 
September.  
 
BARN SWALLOW – Common summer resident. The first record of the year was 
on the 18th April, with good numbers seen throughout the spring and summer. 
The latest bird was noted on the 2nd October. 
 



HOUSE MARTIN – Common summer resident. The first was spotted on the 20th 
April. Seen frequently during the spring and summer until the last on the 20th 
September. 
 
MEADOW PIPIT - Winter resident. As in previous years, about 20 birds remained 
during the winter months before they dispersed to breeding grounds in April, 
returning in early September. There was a high count of c.40 on the 8th October. 
 
PIED WAGTAIL – Present throughout the year, with a high count of 45 on the 6th 
August. 
 
YELLOW WAGTAIL – Summer visitor. Reported between the 11th April and the 
20th September, with a high count of 27 along Slaynes Lane on the 6th August. A 
few pairs breed in nearby fields but no counts this year. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL – Winter resident and passage migrant. One or two recorded 
throughout the autumn and winter. 
 
WINTER WREN - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
DUNNOCK - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
  
EUROPEAN ROBIN - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
COMMON STONECHAT – Winter resident and passage migrant. A pair were 
resident along a ditch near Misson village from the beginning of January until 
last seen on the 19th February. From the 16th September, up to six birds were 
recorded regularly until the end of the year. 
 
WHINCHAT – Irregular passage migrant. Three were along Slaynes Lane on the 
24th August, and a single in the same area on the 26th. Two were present in the 
fields near Misson village from the 31st August to 2nd September. 
 
SONG THRUSH - Scarce resident, seen throughout the year. 
 
REDWING – Common winter visitor. Occasional small flocks frequented the 
hedgerows and taller trees, especially in the areas adjacent to Hagg Lane Flash, 
where the last of the early winter birds involved five on the 5th April. The first to 
return were two over Slaynes Lane on the 8th October. 
 



MISTLE THRUSH - Recorded occasionally throughout the year. 
 
FIELDFARE – Common winter visitor. All of the wintering birds had departed by 
early April, excepting a very late bird feeding along Slaynes Lane on the 7th June. 
The first returned in late October including 60 passing south on the 20th. 
 
COMMON BLACKBIRD - Common resident, seen throughout the year. 
  
NORTHERN WHEATEAR – Irregular migrant. Just a single spring record involved 
a female seen at the viewing mound on Slaynes Lane on the 4th May. The first of 
the returning birds came on the 5th August with singles were seen regularly until 
the 7th September. Two along Slaynes Lane on the 14th September became the 
last of the year. 
 
CETTI’S WARBLER – Irregular visitor. A single bird was present in the reedy ditch 
along Slaynes Lane from the 6th to 8th September. 
 
GARDEN WARBLER – Summer visitor. A singing male held territory along Hagg 
Lane from 29th April to 7th May. 
 
BLACKCAP – Common summer visitor. Birds were present from the 4th April to 
7th September, noted particularly on the outskirts of Misson village and along 
Hagg Lane. 
 
GREATER WHITETHROAT – Common summer visitor. Present between the 12th 
April and 14th September, with five singing males being noted along Slaynes Lane 
in May. 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT – Irregular summer visitor. A singing male at Unit 2 on 
the 5th May, then single birds recorded along Slaynes Lane on the 15th, 21st and 
23rd July, and the last record at Hagg Lane on the 1st September. 
 
SEDGE WARBLER – Common summer visitor. Present between the 12th April and 
12th September with a total of 16 singing males counted in the area during May. 
 
EURASIAN REED WARBLER – Common summer visitor. The first sang on the 12th 
April and the last was seen on the 14th September. Five singing males were 
counted along Slaynes Lane in May, with an additional five or six males along 
the banks of the River Idle. 
 



WILLOW WARBLER – Common summer visitor. Recorded this year between the 
9th April and 4th September. 
 
COMMON CHIFFCHAFF – Common summer visitor, occasional winterer. The 
first sang on the 12th March with birds seen regularly along Slaynes Lane through 
until the 7th September. A wintering bird was present along Slaynes Lane from 
the 10Th December until the end of the year. 
 
GOLDCREST - Recorded occasionally around Misson and Newington villages.  
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER – Irregular visitor. The only one this year was spotted on 
Hagg Lane on the 25th September (TR). Normally breeds on the outskirts of 
Misson village, but a newly built house put an end to that this year.  
 
GREAT TIT - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
COAL TIT – Resident seen throughout the year around Misson and Newington 
villages. 
 
COMMON BLUE TIT - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
LONG-TAILED TIT - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
COMMON MAGPIE - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
  
EURASIAN JAY - Recorded occasionally throughout the year. 
 
EURASIAN JACKDAW - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
ROOK - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
CARRION CROW - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
COMMON RAVEN – Irregular visitor. A few records this year, beginning with one 
flying west on the 6th May. In August, one flew north-east on the 20th and two 
were seen regularly between the 3rd to 5th September. The last was a single on 
the 29th September. 
 
COMMON STARLING - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
  



HOUSE SPARROW - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
TREE SPARROW – Irregular visitor. The only record of the year was a single bird 
on Slaynes Lane on the 14th September. 
  
COMMON CHAFFINCH - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
COMMON LINNET - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
TWITE – Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Three were found amongst 
the Linnet flock on the outskirts of Misson village on 31 December (RAM). 
 
LESSER REDPOLL – Regular visitor in autumn and winter. A high count of 45 on 
the 29th September.  
 
EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH - Common resident seen throughout the year. A regular 
feeding flock near Misson village numbered 45 throughout December. 
 
EUROPEAN GREENFINCH - Common resident seen throughout the year. 
 
SISKIN – Regular visitor in autumn and winter.  Usually seen passing over. No 
records until two were along Slaynes Lane on the 7th July. Next were five on the 
16th September, after which small counts figured regularly from October until 
the end of the year. The highest number was of 17 on the 22nd October. 
 
EURASIAN BULLFINCH – Irregular visitor. A male and female on Hagg Lane on 
the 4th March and a female in the same area on the 18th December were the only 
records this year. 
 
REED BUNTING – Common resident throughout the year. About 15 pairs bred 
within the area. 
 
YELLOWHAMMER – Resident throughout the year. Two singing males in spring 
near the Mushroom Factory.  
 
CORN BUNTING – Irregular visitor. A singing bird adjacent to Hagg Lane Flash 
was heard on several occasions during the late spring. 
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