Catchment Partnership
Newsletter Spring 2021
The past year has brought about an unpredicted challenges. We are very pleased that the
catchment work was able to carry on despite the difficulties. In this newsletter we provide
you with an update on various projects happening within the catchment. There are also
opportunities for development and funding from the Environment Agency. Further, a new
catchment host introduces herself.
Please save the date for the next group meetings. If you would like to join the catchment
steering group for a meeting in mid-May and have your input into designing the meetings,
please get in touch with the catchment host (contact details are on the last page).

MEETINGS COMING UP:

RIVER IDLE CATCHMENT PARTNERSHIP Wed 7th JULY 10am-12noon

Project Boost for Biodiversity aims to improve the condition of Idle
Washlands SSSI and restore habitat for waders and water voles. Funding for
this project work was provided by Severn Trent Water and Environment
Agency. The project started in 2019 and a number of projects are due to be
completed this spring. So far collaboration with Pollybell Farm has
facilitated better management of the Unit 4 on 22.5ha of the Washlands
and the creation of two new wader scrapes in a former area of arable land
totalling 0.6ha. Thanks to the support by Sutcliffe Farmers we have reduced
disturbance to nesting wading birds on an existing scrape within Unit 1 of
the Idle Washlands with the installation of 330m of fencing and an
interpretation panel provides information on wildlife that can be seen there
and highlights the archaeological value of the area. This collaborative
approach involving a
number of partners is
delivering biodiversity
benefits on a
significant scale.

SHERWOOD CATCHEMNT PARTNERSHIP Wed 2nd JUNE 10am-12noon

Works at Idle Washlands SSSI

Updates from the Environment Agency (EA)
A note from the Catchment Coordinator—Katie McNamara
Despite the difficult year we have all had, work has not stopped. Last year the EA delivered £30,000 funding to the Idle Washlands project in partnership with Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust with some great successes and we plan to extend this project into 2021/22
to deliver even more outcomes for the environment. I have also been working on developing projects for next year on Sookholme Brook, the River Poulter, Retford Beck and the
Idle, all very exciting and I hope to share some more of this when we are able to meet
again. It has probably been busier than ever before and internally we have been working
tirelessly to maintain collaboration, develop strategic plans and gather data. I’m really
looking forward to getting back into our partnership meetings again and hearing about
what you have all been doing.

Small Changes, Big Picture films
The Idle Catchment Pages completed
We would like to thank everybody for
responses to the questionnaire issued
last year, and the catchment host for
processing the information.

Updated version of the Small Changes, Big
Picture films have been produced. They talk
about challenges facing the water environment and incorporate Challenges & Choices
consultations done last year. Please find a full
playlist of the new videos on Environment
Agency TV youtube channel here.

The Working With Natural Processes report
EA commissioned a research into potential of working with natural processes to augment water resources. The results will feed into EA’s Extraction Licensing Strategy that is
to be updated.

There are several considerable initiatives already undertaken, such as arable reversion
to grassland and restoration of water meadows. Further measures that are can bring
benefits include creation of bunds, swales and hedgerow planting to reduce runoff, and
reductions in arable farming intensity can improve drainage potential and benefit aquifer recharge.
The full report is attached to this email.

Update on Maize Trails and Nematode Study
Covid19 has had an impact on direct farmer engagement, however it didn’t stop Year 2 of
the maize trial.
The main focus of the trial in Year 2 was to focus
the learnings from year 1. Lessons learnt: use a tall
fescue/advanced tall fescue mix for the very early
sowings and a very low seed rate. Switch to tall fescue/perennial ryegrass for under-sowing later, but
don’t leave it too late with high FAO maize.

Severn Trent’s Maize under-sowing drill in June 2020
When Liv Garfield (CEO STW) and Tony Juniper (CEO
NE) came out to look at the trial.

Other trials have also taken place during 2020, land
between Kirton and Laxton had a Spring sown legume rich pollinator mix sown in it in May. This was
used to provide ground cover, soil structuring benefits, nitrogen capture and pollinator habitat
throughout the Summer. The Soil Mineral nitrogen
was compared with neighbouring fields conventionally cultivated showed most of the available soil nitrogen was higher in the soil profile.
The loss of some key active ingredients for the control of soil living nematodes can have a negative impact on high value vegetable crops. A trial was set up at Thoresby Estate to look at the benefit of matching specific radish varieties to the nematode population in a field as cover
crop ahead of maize. The cover crop was established using several techniques that Thoresby Farming were keen to test. Nematode control is still being assessed, but the different
establishment methods produced some interesting results with the cut down sampling of
the above ground biomass and root development comparison. Soil Nitrogen capture varied
from 36kg/ha to 76kg/ha depending on cultivation intensity and previously failed crop, but
the area still received fertiliser, the cover crop captured 200kg/ha N in the above ground
biomass. If you would like to know more about the trials, contact Phil (details overleaf).

New Catchment Host
Hello! My name is Dominika Murienova and I am delighted to be your new Idle Catchment
Host. I have joined Notts Wildlife Trust in February 2021 as Conservation Projects Officer. I
come from an ecological consultancy background working for a large development
company for 3 years. Wanting to go away from the corporate world, I started working on a
game farm and shoot where I got heavily involved in practical work and a
farming community. Since I moved to Notts in May 2020 I worked with a local
woodland owner on managing ash dieback disease in an ancient woodland.
I am very excited to be a host for this Catchment Partnership as a part of my
new role and I look forward to our collaboration in near future!

Bringing Back Beavers Project
Notts Wildlife Trust has very exciting news!
Beavers are going to be reintroduced into the
Idle Valley Nature Reserve after being absent for
over 400 years from Nottinghamshire. These
hungry herbivores will help to manage the scrub
in a 55ha enclosed compartment within the
Reserve, tackling willow and birch so that we can open up more shoreline and improve
wet grassland habitats for waders and wildfowl. Beavers are nature’s wetland engineers so
they will also increase areas of shoreline, and create new channels and ponds, which will
benefit amphibians and aquatic invertebrates. An extensive range of surveys are underway
with our partners in Nottingham Trent University, and our licence applications are currently
with Natural England. Severn Trent’s Great Big Nature Boost is helping to fund the
necessary fencing. See this website where our Janice Bradley talks to the ITV.

Opportunities for development and funding


Free annual workshops and the Arc GIS online training manual can be found in the
CaBA newsletter here



Natural Environment Investment Readiness Fund has been launched and is now
providing grants up to £100,000 to environmental groups, local authorities, businesses and other organizations. The funds will help to get specialist advice, engage investors and build capacity to develop their nature projects and to attract and repay private investment. Contact IRF@environment-agency.gov.uk if you are interested.



Series of talks and presentations from a workshop in 2017, which are focused on
farming, collaborative working and natural flood management can be found here.



Land managers in east Doncaster and South Lincolnshire are invited to help shape the
new Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS). ELMS will replace existing agri
-environment programmes over the coming years. Book your spot for Humberhead
levels (21 April 10am) here, and for South Lincolnshire Vision workshop (14 April
10am) here. See leaflet attached to this email too.

Contacts

Catchment Host Dominika Murienova
dmurienova@nottswt.co.uk
Severn Trent Catchment Advisor Phil Billings
pbillings@nottswt.co.uk

