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Winter Newsletter 2021 
Partnership Updates There have been a number of changes to the partnership’s Board over the past few months.  We have said 

goodbye to Terry Smithson, Innes Thomson, Sir William Worsley and Andy Wilson, and thank them for their time and dedication 

towards the Derwent Catchment. We welcomed Victoria Manton (Natural England), Andrew Mclachlan (Yorkshire & Humber Drainage 

Board), Briony Fox (NYMNPA) and Richard Murray Wells, we look forward to the wealth of knowledge and experience that they will 

bring to the partnership.  

Derwent Lowland Wader Project  

We are excited to announce the Derwent Lowland Waders project, funded by Yorkshire Water's Biodiversity Enhancement 

Programme! This project, delivered by YDCP across 3 sites in the middle and lower reaches of the catchment, will improve lowland 

wader habitat and connectivity.  

Site 1: Barmby on the Marsh Wetlands SSSI -This Environment Agency site 

began restoration last year, we will continue this work by restoring seasonal 

wet scrapes and installing sluices to manage water levels for wildlife on the 

reserve. 

Site 2: Wheldrake Ings NNR– Part of the 

Lower Derwent Valley & Skipwith 

Common NNR, this Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust nature reserve is home to many 

breeding birds in the summer months 

nesting in the open wildflower floodplain 

meadows. To protect species such as 

lapwing and curlew from predators, 

willow trees encroaching on the meadow 

will be pollarded along with the 

restoration of two seasonal scrapes. 

Site 3: Low Carr Farm – As well as 

home to Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s 

Hebridean sheep, old meanders 

from Costa Beck form seasonal 

pools in the field in winter 

providing some habitat for snipe, 

lapwing and curlew. We will 

restore these old oxbows that 

have over the years began to silt 

up, improving this important 

wetland habitat. 

Following on from last winters surveys, DMFTD has been 

able to fund some new riparian fencing along one of the 

target becks excluding the cattle and creating a rough 

grassy buffer strip.  

We have also worked with a farmer to install a new 

sediment trap and drainage in the farmyard. The drains 

now collect all the rainwater from the yard and the 

gutters on the farm buildings, and lead into the sediment trap. Here the water can 

temporally pond allowing the fine sediment and other pollutants (such as phosphates from 

the cattle muck) to settle on the bottom. There is a pipe at the lower end of the sloped 

sediment trap which then takes the rainwater (minus the 

pollutants) back to the nearby field drain. The farmer will 

remove the sediment that builds up from time to time 

which will keep the sediment trap functioning efficiently.   

We have been out and about this winter surveying some 

more watercourses, and hope to install some more 

sediment reduction interventions this summer.  

Doing More for the Derwent  (DMFTD) – Sediment reduction  

Yorkshire Water is sponsoring a 

farming innovation group ‘Sustainable 

Landscapes’ in 3 areas around York. 

The Sustainable Landscapes 

Programme plans to help improve 

water quality by reducing the volume 

of soil erosion and the levels of 

nutrients and pesticides within the 

water courses. To help achieve this 

they have developed a free to use soil 

guide for farmers and land managers, 

to better understand and manage 

their land. You can access it via 

www.soilguide.co.uk. To find out 

more about the programme visit 

www.sustainablelandscapes.uk.com 

or follow them on twitter at 

@SustainableLsps. 

Free Soil Guide  

New fencing creates a buffer strip along Evers 

beck 

Sediment trap 
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Yorkshire Water have teamed up with the University of Leeds to 

design a project in the Derwent Catchment which investigates 

the potential contribution of invasive non-native species to 

catchment sediment yields. Post-graduate student Beany 

Townsend started on this project in October 2020 which is 

funded through a NERC studentship, in partnership with 

Yorkshire Water. 

We have met with Beany as the work compliments both our 

Catchment INNS Strategy and annual treatment programme 

and the work our partners at Ryevitalise are doing on the Rye. 

The primary focus of the project is to quantify the volume of 

sediment eroded from riverbanks occupied by Himalayan 

balsam (HB). In addition, the project aims to identify the key 

mechanisms through which HB influences erosion rates. HB is 

suspected of contributing to erosion in the summer, due to its 

shallow roots and in autumn when it dies back completely 

exposing bare ground with no live roots to hold the soil in place.  

Identifying the exact mechanism by which HB influences 

erosion provides evidence for the final aim of the project: to 

identify and trial erosion control measures focused specifically 

in reducing sediment loss from areas occupied by HB.  

As part of the project, riverbank erosion plots will be set-up at 

several sites across the Yorkshire Derwent Catchment. Help is 

needed from late summer 2021 onwards with both the 

installation and long-term monitoring of these sites. There is no 

minimum time commitment, and all training will be provided so 

no experience is necessary, however volunteers can expect to 

gain skills in surveying, data collection, botanical ID and lots 

more. Any interested volunteers should get in touch with YDCP.  

Our three-year £50k Derwent Villages Natural Flood Management 

(NFM) Demonstration Project is coming to an end. Our project is 

one of 79 other projects funded by DEFRA being delivered across 

the country all aimed at trialling NFM methods to slow the flow of 

water and help reduce flooding and providing additional benefits to 

our water environment such as reducing sediment in watercourses 

and creating new habitats.  Alongside the practical delivery, all the 

projects have collected evidence and data as to build our knowledge 

and understanding on how to best use this type of water level 

management to bring multiple benefits to our catchments.  You can 

take a closer look at what each project delivered here... 

It has been a really interesting project to deliver and we have been 

busy with 7.62km of 

stock proof fencing, 1ha 

of habitat created,  20 

landowners worked with 

and 149 structures 

installed including 13 

trees felled across the 

watercourse, leaving a 

living hinge where 

possible and pinned on the bank to act as in-stream living woody 

material. The photo above, taken a year after installation, shows the 

NFM potential of these structures. The hinged and coppiced trees 

are collecting debris which will in turn hold back water. It also 

creates habitat for invertebrates and shelter for fish.   

Being a pilot we also found some things didn’t work so well, with a 

few of the leaky dams, leaf litter and debris has collected behind it, 

causing the structure to 

block the flow and scour 

round the side, needing 

more regular 

maintenance. It’s been 

beneficial to find out 

what doesn’t work as 

much as what does and 

what the challenges are 

and to use this knowledge to deliver more effective measures in the 

future. It’s also been really valuable to share our lessons learnt with 

other colleagues and organisations, and to often find out we are not 

the only ones encountering these challenges. 

We are already putting our NFM ‘lessons learnt’ from the Derwent Villages Project to good use. 

YDCP has been awarded some funding via the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee to deliver 

further NFM work in the upper catchment.   

We have been out and about having a look at some potential sites and talking to landowners 

and partners and costing up works. We have already started with some delivery and will be 

installing more NFM measures in 2021.  

Derwent Villages Project 

Upper Derwent Project  

Pinned trees across Stainsdale beck 

Leaky dam 

Himalayan balsam along both sides of a tributary 

Himalayan balsam and sediment PhD Project 

Potential location to slow the flow of water  


