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As lockdown starts to ease for some, getting together as a partnership is still some way in 

the future. However, there are still plenty of opportunities to get involved in all things 

water-related whilst maintaining social distancing, working from home and exploring your 

local area. Read on for details of webinars you can watch, opportunities to get involved in 

consultations and other ways to help you develop your knowledge.  

It is also worth remembering why the Catchment Partnership exists…..working together to 

achieve our aims specific to water quality and quantity, biodiversity and community 

benefit. So if you have ideas, thoughts and suggestions for projects and activities, do 

please get in touch. Whether you want to enhance your local ‘green-bluespace’, adopt 

more water-friendly farming measures, or have an idea for a nature-based solution to a 

watery problem, we can help bring the right people together to develop and deliver a 

shared vision. 

Farming Today listeners hear from Phil Billings about the 

maize trials at Thoresby 

NWT and Severn Trent Catchment Agricultural Adviser Phil Billings took centre stage for 
Farming Today earlier this month, talking all about his work with farmers undersowing 
maize crops to benefit soils, water and biodiversity. Listen to Phil’s interview here – it is 
right at the start of the programme, but be quick as it is only available until 7th July! 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000jvsp


A spotlight on dragonflies and damselflies 

Benefitting from our wetland and waterside 
work, adult dragonflies and damselflies are 
usually pretty easy to spot. Working out 
which species you are seeing however can 
often be more tricky. 

There are 17 species of damselfly and 23 
species of dragonfly resident in the UK, with 
the occasional visitor from continental 
Europe. The earliest damselflies are on the 
wing by early May, while the last common 
darter of the year might still be flying on a 
warm October day, with the highest species diversity found during July and August. 

First up, is it a ‘dragon’ or a ‘damsel’? This one is fairly easy if you take a look at the wings – 
are they folded at rest (damsels), or do they stay at right angles to the body (dragons)? You 
can also tell a lot by observing the general size and shape and behaviour….true to their 
somewhat stereotypical names, damselflies are generally thinner with a weak, fluttering 
flight, whilst dragonflies are altogether larger and more robust! 

Secondly, as with most wildlife, habitat can play a crucial part. Take a look around – some 
species are more frequently associated with flowing water such as rivers and streams, 
whilst others prefer ponds and lakes. The British Dragonfly Society have an excellent online 
guide to habitat associations. 
Once you’ve narrowed your search, you can start to take a closer look at colours and 
markings. For some species, such as male Beautiful and Banded demoiselles, easy 
identification is possible on the wing due to their obvious colouring. For others, patience 
and quite possibly binoculars and/or a butterfly net will be required. 

For the blue damselflies for example, key identification features can be found on the 
abdominal segments just behind the wings (males) and the pronotum margins behind the 
head (females). The FSC Guide to dragonflies & damselflies of Britain is a handy field guide, 
or the book Britain’s Dragonflies gives more detail. 

If you get the chance this summer, take a stroll to your local wetland and see what you can 
find. Whether or not you are able to identify the exact species, hopefully you’ll be able to 
appreciate the vast array of colours and the aerial acrobatics as they dart, hover, skim and 
flutter… and occasionally stop long enough for a tantalising glimpse before shooting off 
again. 

Of course, the adult phase of dragonflies and damselflies is only a small part of their 
lifecycle – anywhere from 2 weeks to 2 months. By contrast, nymphs (which need a whole 
new skill set to id to species level!) may spend up to 5 years under water before they 
emerge. This only serves to highlight the need to create and retain our wetland habitats 
over the long term, linking and connecting them within a nature recovery network. 
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https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/odonata/habitats/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/odonata/habitats/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/dragonflies-guide/#:~:text=The%20FSC%20Dragonflies%20guide%20features,%2Dsize%2C%20by%20Richard%20Askew.
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/product/britains-dragonflies-by-dave-smallshire-and-andy-swash/


The future of Environmental Land Management (ELM) 
To help meet the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan goals, DEFRA are in the process 
of designing a new ELM scheme based on the principle of ‘public money for public goods’, 
including clean and plentiful water, clean air, protection from and mitigation of 
environmental hazards, mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, thriving plants and 
wildlife, beauty, heritage and engagement. As part of the consultation on this new 
approach, DEFRA have released a Policy Discussion Document and you have an extended 
chance to have your say on this until the 31st July 2020. 
The document can be found here: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/  
The Policy Discussion Document sets out Defra’s initial thinking for ELM scheme design, 
providing an update on progress and overview of high-level design options. There are key 
questions in the document on which they would like stakeholder views and evidence.  The 
responses received to this document will help to inform the detailed scheme design for 
both the ELM scheme starting in 2024, and the start of our National Pilot in late 2021.  

The ELM Engagement Team will also be running interactive online webinars for farmers 
and land managers to discuss what the proposals mean for them (as all planned face to 
face events have had to be cancelled due to the pandemic).  The webinars are targeted at 
farmers, foresters and land managers in England only. They can register through this link: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/elm-policy-discussion-document-webinars-tickets-
109605757772  

Nature-based solutions and the Environmental Land 

Management (ELM) scheme – webinar series 

To help you understand how important 

the water environment is in shaping the 

new ELM scheme, there is a series of 

three really helpful webinars from 

CIWEM (Chartered Institution of Water 

and Environmental Management) 

available online covering the latest 

thinking, natural flood management and 

nature recovery.  

 

Part 1: ELMS and nature-based solutions – the latest thinking 
Part 2: Natural Flood Management – How can ELMS contribute and what can 
NFM achieve? 
Part 3: Nature recovery through ELMS  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/elm-policy-discussion-document-webinars-tickets-109605757772
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/elm-policy-discussion-document-webinars-tickets-109605757772
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GANZJxq3Cfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ufIAHqvYYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ufIAHqvYYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPNIYz5Nnuw


Nature based measures increase freshwater biodiversity 

in agricultural catchments 

There is some great news for biodiversity and wetland habitats, in particular clean water 

ponds, as evidenced in a recent publication from the team involved in research as part of 

the Water Friendly Farming study within three sub catchments of the River Welland and 

the River Soar in Leicestershire. Five years after introducing a range of measures, such as 

sediment traps and interception ponds, natural colonisation of wetland habitats had 

largely cancelled out the current background loss of plant species. However, it was in clean 

water ponds that the research showed real progress in increasing the number of rare 

plants – these features specifically designed with biodiversity in mind “could hold 

considerable potential as a tool to help stem, and even reverse, ongoing declines in 

freshwater plant biodiversity across farming landscapes”. So when we are developing 

project that help reduce soil erosion, slow the flow of surface water and capture sediment 

on farms, it would be well worth looking for opportunities to incorporate clean water 

ponds to add a greater biodiversity benefit. Read the whole study here, or visit the website 

to find out more about the Allerton Project.  
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Catchment Monitoring Co-operative Consultation Hub 

Launch 

The Rivers Trust and its partners have recently launched the new Catchment Monitoring 
Cooperative Consultation Hub which they hope will create a radical step-change in the 
contribution of citizen science and community monitoring. The Hub aims to build a network 
of change-makers, to drive the monitoring programme forward. There will be opportunities 
to input though consultation and co-design at each stage. To begin with, they are looking 
for views from anyone with an interest in evidence-based catchment management, citizen 
science and community monitoring of the environment. For more information, you can find 
a short introductory video here. 

https://mcusercontent.com/fb1d7eb86bc790428464bd9f0/files/c32de673-94d7-4b0b-8274-f16155cf4630/Nature_Based_Measures_Williams_et_al_2020.pdf?utm_source=CaBA+and+Rivers+Trust+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=e0182e9469-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_29_02_38_COPY_01&utm_medi
https://www.gwct.org.uk/allerton/
https://monitoring.catchmentbasedapproach.org/?mc_cid=bb391866e6&mc_eid=7b970d1fd0
https://monitoring.catchmentbasedapproach.org/?mc_cid=bb391866e6&mc_eid=7b970d1fd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upGanwcgPTM&feature=youtu.be&mc_cid=bb391866e6&mc_eid=7b970d1fd0


Caption competition…the results! 

“I wish I could fly right up to the sky” , ‘No you can’t’, “Yes I can”, ‘No you can’t’, “Yes I can, 

yes I can, yes I can!”….(Muffled thud) 
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Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Nature Postcard 

Competition and Show 

For more information, visit the website here https://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org/

postcardshow  

Catchment Host—Claire Sambridge 

csambridge@nottswt.co.uk  

Severn Trent Catchment Advisor—Phil Billings 

pbillings@nottswt.co.uk  

Contacts 

https://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org/postcardshow
https://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org/postcardshow

