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Introduction
The Tame, Anker and Mease (TAM) catchment covers a large area of the midlands, and therefore has
considerable diversity of landscape and land-use across the catchment area.

There are 51 water bodies in total in the TAM catchment - 47 Rivers (15 of which have been classed
as heavily modified) and 4 lakes. The larger of these rivers include the river Tame, Rea, Cole, Bourne,
Blythe (SSSI), Anker, Sence, Mease (SSSI and SAC), and the River Trent from its confluence with the
River Tame to the River Dove.

Catchment Characterisation
Unfortunately no rivers in the TAM catchment area are classed at good ecological status (as of 2016).
29 of the rivers are at moderate status, 16 at poor status and 6 at bad status.
42% of the Tame river basin is urbanised, making it the most heavily urbanised river basin in the UK.
The impact of the urban influence reaches beyond the immediate urban area due to the scale of the
effect and the lack of natural processes to address the issues.

Catchment Vision
To protect and improve the quality, diversity, and resilience of the water environment within the
Tame Anker and Mease catchment for the benefit of people and wildlife.

Catchment Objectives
Objective
Measure
Improve WFD elements to help achieve specific At least 10 waterbodies will have improved WFD
catchment WFD objectives
elements
Deliver the Cole Valley Catchment Landscape
Vision and Love your River Cole to improve
this urban catchment. Use this approach as a
blueprint for other urban catchments.
Deliver the River Blythe SSSI Restoration Plan to
improve this protected catchment.

Kilometers / hectares of improved natural
environment.
Number of people engaged with, including
volunteers
Kilometers / hectares of improved natural
environment.
Number of farm interventions, including STEPs
applications
Deliver the River Mease Restoration Plan
20km river enhanced by 2023
Improved management of the wider
1. Area of land under agri-schemes or
environment including:
Countryside Stewardship
1. Wildlife and habitat
1. Habitat – Maintaining or enhancing the
2. Flooding
condition of significant sites of
3. Greening the Grey
importance
2. Hectares of land or km of river improved
under NFM
3. Hectares of land or km or river improved
in urban environments
Secure sufficient funding to deliver priority Amount of funding secured by catchment
projects across catchment
partners
Number of projects successfully delivered

Catchment Priority Areas
Priority Area
River Cole and
HatchfordKingshurst Brook

Issues
 Diffuse - Urban,
Physical Modification,
 Diffuse – Rural and land
management,
 Point source – Sewage
Intermittent and
Airports,
 Flooding

Project
Cole Valley
Catchment
Landscape Vision
and Love your River
Cole

Lead Partner/s
Tame Valley Wetlands,
Solihull MBC, and
Wildlife Trust for
Birmingham and the
Black Country

River Bourne and
River Blythe SSSI



STEPS
Blythe restoration
plan

Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust, Tame Valley
Wetlands, Severn Trent



Point source - Sewage
(continuous),
Point source - Sewage
(intermittent),






River Mease SAC







Diffuse -Rural and land
management,
Diffuse - Urban,
Flow -Abstraction,
Diffuse – Septic tank
and private sewage
discharges,
Physical modification –
Barriers.
Diffuse – Rural and land
management,
Diffuse – Urban,
Physical Modification,
Point source – Sewage
(continuous),
Point Source – Mining
and quarrying.

River Mease
Restoration Plan

Trent Rivers Trust

Catchment Projects
Severn Trent Activity
AMP7 Environmental Work
Water companies work in 5 yearly cycles and in April 2020 they will be entering AMP7 (the 7th asset
management plan). This brings with it a new set of commitments, challenges, and opportunities. The
EA creates a list of all the environmental work they’d like each water company to do across the AMP,
called the Water Industry National Environment Program (WINEP). This can range from sewer
improvements, environmental mitigation projects, monitoring programs, catchment work,
biodiversity work etc. Below is a map of the WINEP projects in the Tame Anker and Mease catchment
running from 2020-2025.

Catchment Management
Severn Trent has designated the catchments Bourne and Blythe as a priority funding area for
catchment management. Farmers within the boundaries mapped below may be eligible for STEPS
(Severn Trent Environmental Protection Scheme) grants. The STEPS initiative aims to protect our
watercourses and the wider environment from diffuse pollution. In order to apply you must farm a
minimum of 3 hectares and displaying a minimum level of farming activity.
The Bourne and Blythe catchment has been designated a safeguard zone for:


Metaldehyde,



Clopyralid



Chlorotoluron,



MCPA



Isoproturon,



Mecoprop



Chlorotoluron



Glyphosate

The following measures are listed as a high priority items within this catchment to address pesticide,
nitrate and phosphate losses:
 Pesticide Sprayer Washdown/Handling Area
 Lined Biobeds (Either off set/Drive Over)
 Pesticide Biofilter
 Roofing for Pesticide Sprayer Wash-down Area
 Arable grass margin: 6+ metre buffer



Cover crops

Further funding options may be considered if applicants can demonstrate a water quality benefit.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The Catchment Partnership will develop a systematic, evidence based approach to management of
the catchment. It will be implemented via the sub catchments, at both project and landscape scheme
level.
The Catchment Partnership will contribute to the national CaBA reports and evaluation annually.
Individual projects will be measured by their specific outputs, and the delivery methods used will be
recorded and evaluated.
Baseline data will be collected prior to any project activity and the source of the data used, whether
from field monitoring or extrapolation from existing information, will be stated to validate its
relevance.
Appropriate and relevant methods of monitoring and evaluation will be used on various aspects of
projects, including community engagement in addition to ecological enhancements.
Each project will collect relevant evidence to quantify measures of success and record and share
outcomes across the Catchment and nationally. Data from surveys and monitoring will be used to
inform current projects and in planning future projects.
A catchment wide overview of condition will be taken annually by the partnership. Monitoring needs
to be targeted and at a sufficient scale across the catchment / sub catchment areas to be effective.
The level of evaluation will be matched to the scale of project and impact and to resources and
capacity available. A variety of mechanisms will be employed for monitoring as relevant to each
project. Each of these will be standard, consistent methodology and will be repeatable to measure
longer term impact.
Scientific, citizen science and volunteer monitoring will be used as appropriate to measure success of
projects, particularly in engaging local people.
The engagement of people and organisations will be monitored per project regard ing local
involvement and understanding. Wider engagement will be measured via the partnership events, via
responses to consultations on the Catchment Plan, and development of new projects.







Ecological survey and evaluation methods may include sampling water quality, habitat
condition and fauna sampling.
Walkover surveys by skilled volunteers and staff of partner organisations will be undertaken
to evaluate catchment wide and sub-catchment condition and to identify issues and
opportunities for solutions. Information gathered will inform development of next phase
restoration projects.
Fixed-point photography and drone flyovers where applicable will be used to record the
situation before project work and to demonstrate differences during and after each project.
Mapping results onto GIS layers will be undertaken per project whenever capacity allows.
Capacity for this will be built into new project funding bids.
Use the extensive open-access resources available to support condition assessment across the
catchment and planning future target areas. This will include Environment Agency
hydrological, LiDAR and ecological data, and mapping from Natural England regarding active
agri environment schemes.





Specialist contractors will be engaged per project where necessary to deliver high
quality/extensive data generation to record detailed outcomes.
Each project will identify appropriate time frames for survey prior to project initiation and for
monitoring and evaluation during and after project implementation. These should fit within
overall catchment agreed monitoring measures
Share information amongst catchment partners on methodologies and hold events to inform
and train people in survey and evaluation methods. Use CaBA resources and external input
as relevant.

The Catchment Project tracker chart will be reviewed at least annually in summer to allow for inclusion
of projects in forward budget proposals, and to update the list re completion of projects and
development of new proposals.

Useful Catchment Data
http://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicGallery/index.html?appid=a747787473e048e5ae2
949d55767fdaa
http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/RiverBasinDistrict/4
http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk/MagicMap.aspx

