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Introduction 
 

The Wetlands West project area (formerly known as the Seven and Avon Vales Wetlands Partnership) 
was established in 1999 to deliver wetland habitat enhancement and creation in the Severn and Avon 
Vales in Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire. The partnership has comprised a range of 
statutory and non-statutory organizations including Natural England, Environmental Agency, the 
Wildlife Trusts, Severn Trent Water, NFU, Local Authorities, Royal Society for Protection of Birds 
and the former Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group. These bodies are responsible for implementing 
the various aspects of the project with the aim of enhancing and connecting wetlands along the Severn 
and Avon Vales.  

The first stage of the project identified 18 large areas (termed Ecoscope Zones) within the Severn and 
Avon Vales that were of general suitability for wetland re-creation in terms of their topography, 
current land-use, general soil suitability and water availability (e.g. groundwater sources and flooding 
frequency) (Ecoscope et al. 1999). Most of the Ecoscope Zones were found to have the potential for 
the successful re-creation of one or more target wetland habitats in at least part of their area. These 
areas are shown on Figure 1 and listed below: 

 Site 1. River Severn, Worcester to Holt. 
 Site 2. R. Teme & R. Severn confluence 
 Site 3. R. Severn: Upper Ham & Lower Ham near Kempsey 
 Site 6. R. Severn: Upper & Lower Hams at Upton on Severn) 
 Site 7. R. Severn, Ukinghall to Tewkesbury 
 Site 8. Longdon Marsh 
 Site 9. R. Severn: Tewkesbury to Longford 
 Site 10. R. Severn: Coombe Hill 
 Site 11. R. Severn: Minsterworth Ham 
 Site 12. R. Severn: Elmore Back to Longney 
 Site 13. R. Severn: Walmore Common 
 Site 15. Wicksters Brook and the Moors, Slimbridge 
 Site 17. Eckington Bridge to Tewkesbury 
 Site 18. River Avon, Bidford on Avon to Offenham 

 

Since this time the Wetlands West project has evolved by the Partnership, particularly Worcestershire 
and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trusts, to create larger ‘Living Landscape areas’ than the original 
Ecoscope Zones mentioned above. This has contributed to a lot of wetland restoration work being 
undertaken outside of these areas. However, this report focuses on the 18 Ecoscope Zones within the 
Wetlands West project area and assesses the current condition of sites within these areas and reviews 
the extent to which the Wetlands West Partnership has enhanced core wetland sites over the lifetime 
of the project. The report also provides an assessment of breeding waders and describes the extent to 
which the Wetlands West Partnership activity has enhanced the suitability of sites within the 
Ecoscope Zones for waders. Finally, the overall success of the project is discussed as well as 
opportunities for future enhancement within the Wetlands West project area. 
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Assessment of Wetland West Sites 
 

This aspect of the project assessed the extent to which the Wetlands West Partnership has maintained, 
enhanced and created  core wetland sites such as previously existing Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Nature Reserves (NR), Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 
and where possible connected them. There is little quantitative information relating to the ecology and 
hydrology of the Wetlands West sites apart from the baseline assessment of certain sites undertaken in 
2006 (Penny Anderson Associates, 2006), for which there are no comparative datasets. Consequently, 
it was necessary to rely on interviewing people with knowledge about the Wetlands West project in 
order to gather and collate data relating to the sites within and bordering the Wetlands West project 
area. The following people were interviewed:  

 Mike Smart 
 Brian Smith – Environmental Agency  
 Colin Studholme – Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) 
 Peter Holmes – Natural England 
 Del Jones – GWT 
 Phil Smith – Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (WWT) 
 Mike Liley – WWT 
 Lucy Wood – WWT 
 David Dench – WWT 
 The following members of WWT also contributed some information: Rob Allen, Steve 

Bloomfield, Harry Green, James Hitchcock and John Hodson. 
 

It should be noted that as a result of the limited nature of the data that could be gathered, this 
assessment is limited to the sites that the above individuals are familiar with and therefore can not be 
considered to be a comprehensive assessment of all the areas under management agreements within 
the Wetlands West project area. The data collected during interviews included the following 
information where it was known: 

 site ownership and management;  
 site area, initial date of management agreements; 
 site description including current management activities; 

main status of the site in terms of whether the wetlands value of a site had been, 
maintained, enhanced or had been subject to habitat creation over the lifetime of the 
project.,  

It should be mentioned that the defined main status of the site is dependant on the subjective opinion 
of the people interviewed and a person’s opinion as to whether a site had been enhanced, maintained, 
created or had declined in value was largely influenced by the activities carried out on site. In some 
instances although wetland enhancement activities had been carried out, insufficient time has elapsed 
to determine whether such activities had been successful. For instance sites with enhanced status were 
often those that were subject to a countryside stewardship agreement and which had undergone 
wetland creation.  Some of these were sites where there had been an observed increase in breeding 
waders. It should also be noted that this survey is concerned with the main observable changes, which 
in some cases simplified sites where the changes were more complex, for example, where certain 
areas of a site had been enhanced while others areas may have declined in ecological value.  
 
The Wetlands West project area covers 1590 ha along the River Avon and 5917 hectares along the 
River Severn. Information was collected from the interviews for 45 sites within the Avon Wetlands 
West area and 20 sites within the Severn Wetlands West area, which constitutes approximately 35% 
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(562ha) of the Avon Wetlands west and 70% (4123ha) of the Severn Wetlands West areas. Due to the 
lack of quantitative data relating to the degree of habitat change over the 10 year period within the 
Wetlands West sites, the information gathered is of a qualitative and subjective nature. Figure 1 below 
depicts a map showing the Wetlands West zones along the Rivers Avon and Severn.  
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Figure 1. Map of the wetland west zones (numbered 1-18) along the Rivers Severn and Avon 
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The results of the survey show that 51% of the 45 Severn sites have been ecologically enhanced, 
while 28% have been maintained and 16% have declined in ecological value. 60% of the 20 Avon 
sites have been ecologically enhanced, while 15% have been maintained and 10% have declined in 
ecological value. One Avon site had in part declined in ecological value, while on the other part of the 
site new habitat had been created.  Out of the sites that interviewees mentioned, the status of 10% of 
the River Avon sites and 5% of the River Severn sites was unknown. The majority of sites where 
wetlands enhancement have occurred are managed under Natural England’s Higher Level 
Stewardship schemes, which tend to be under the guidance of the Gloucestershire or Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trusts (other organisations involved include the Vale Heritage Landscape Trust, 
Environmental Agency and the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust ). 

Figure 2 below depicts the number of sites for which information is available that have declined in 
ecological value, been enhanced, created or areas where the status is unknown within the Severn and 
Avon Wetlands West area for which information was available.  

 

Figure 2. Current status of Wetland West sites  

 

Table 1 below summarises the main findings from the interviews relating to the present condition of 
the Avon and Severn sites within the Wetlands West area. The sites are listed in the table from north 
to south along the River Severn and then from north to south along the River Avon. As previously 
mentioned this information is limited to the sites that the people interviewed were familiar with. It 
should be noted that all sites listed below were affected to varying extents by the summer floods in 
2007 and 2008.  
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Table 1. Assessment of the current status of sites along the Rivers Severn and Avon within/bordering the Wetlands West area  

Wetlands 
West 
Target 

Site Name  Size (ha)  Start 
date 

Description of known sites within/bordering the target 
area*. Includes reasons for habitat status, where 
available. 

Main 
Status 
(D, M, 
E, C, 
U) 

notes 

RIVER SEVERN SITES 

1  Grimley Brick Pits. 
Worcestershire Wildlife 
Trust (WWT) Reserve/Site 
of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI).  

29.09  ND  North part is WWT reserve and an important wetland 
area comprising three old extraction pits.  (Extraction still 
occurs in the southern part where there are also many 
breeding waders.) The open water attracts wildfowl and 
Worcestershire’s largest heronry is found here. 
Deadwood in the surrounding carr woodland supports a 
rich variety of invertebrates and birds. WWT has recently 
undertaken £44,000 pounds worth of Himalayan balsam 
and scrub clearance (funded via HLS). 

E  Managed under 
Higher Level 
Stewardship 
(HLS).  

2  Powick Ham  ND  ND  Flood meadows managed in Lammas meadow system 
and located where River Teme flows into River Severn.  

M   

3  Kempsey Upper Ham  11.67  ND  Part of a floodplain meadow complex beside the River 
Severn . Forming part of a registered common with most 
other parts comprising improved grassland, arable or 
amenity/holiday caravan sites and a marina. The 
remaining area is a Local Wildlife Site comprising marsh 
and derelict grassland. The semi‐natural sward would 
have been a MG4/MG7 transitional type, i.e. meadow 
foxtail/ meadow buttercup/ perennial ryegrass/great 
burnet association. However, much of the ground 
appears to have been disturbed (some ploughed up for 
arable) then subsequently abandoned, leaving a weedy 
flora with relict damp grassland 

D   

3  Kempsey Lower Ham  35.12  ND  Large floodplain meadow situated in a meander of the 
River Severn. Registered common land, and parts of it 
still receive a hay cut according to traditional ‘Lammas 

D   
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Meadow’ principles. The site receives rich river silts from 
the Severn during annual winter floods, therefore lush 
grasses and some of the more competitive broadleaved 
herb species predominate throughout resulting in an. 
MG11 and MG7 grassland. Poor condition, quality of site 
degraded. Long decline (pre 2002) partly due to 
disturbance from joggers and dog walkers. 

5  Ashmoor Common SSSI  30.2  1984  Marshy grassland supporting plant communities of acidic 
to neutral soil with a number of ponds and ditches. Part 
of an ancient landscape of post ice‐age River Severn 
overflow channels and “fossil” meanders. Generally in 
deteriorating condition (apart from northern part), some 
has been converted from rough grassland into arable. 

D  In HLS. 

4  Clifton Arles Local 
Wildlife Site (LWS) 

10.98  ND  A floodplain complex of wet woodland, meadow and 
marsh habitats beside the River Severn, overlying peaty 
soils and drained by several streams. Part of an ancient 
landscape of post ice‐age River Severn overflow channels 
and “fossil” meanders. Lost wet woodland some time ago 
to incorporate quarry workings. 

D   

4  Clifton Gravel Pits    ND  Extensive, working gravel pits that provide habitat for 
waders. Considerably changed with both habitat creation 
but also habitat loss and some poor restoration. 

D   

4  Brickpits Plantation & 
Sandford Pits.  

7.5  ND  Disused brick pits, open water in southern section and  
standing wet woodland, predominantly comprised of 
willow species and alder in northern section.  

M   

4  Earl’s Croome Meadow 
(near wetlands area) 

ND  ND  Earl’s Croome to Ashmoor area: southern part is of low 
ecological value with much converted to arable. North 
part contains large gravel pits that have attracted 
lapwing, redshank and little ringed plover, but snipe have 
been lost. Both creation and loss of habitat. 

C & D   

6  Upton Ham SSSI   59.32  ND  Unimproved hay meadow, neutral grassland. Number of 
redshank have declined slightly although site is 
maintained in favourable condition in botanical terms. 

M  In  HLS. 
Substantial areas 
owned by 
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Grass cut too early for curlews, which nest there along 
with corn and reed buntings. Redshank have 
disappeared. Dog walker disturbance a key issue. 

Plantlife 

6  Fields south of Upton 
Ham 

ND  ND  Arable reversion to wet grassland.  E  In CSS 

8  Longdon Marsh North  47.16 
for HLS. 
79.51 
for CSS  

2003/
2004  

Maintained in good condition overall, however 
17CSS011114 has not improved due management criteria 
not being enforced – the site is dry and water level needs 
raising.  Floods in winter. Still nesting curlew and 
lapwings in north and south areas with redstarts in 
willows.  

M  Covers two areas 
under HLS in 
northwest corner 
and CSS areas on 
eastern side. 

8  Hill Court Farm & the 
Blacklands WWT Reserve, 
Longdon Marsh South 

120  2001    Extensive areas of enhanced and created wet grassland 
improved for redshank and lapwing, particularly the grass 
meadows.  

E  CSS areas. 

7  Uckinghall Meadow   30  ND  Botanical diversity reduced to such an extent that 
resulted in removal  from the LWS listings. Northern half 
converted to arable and southern half intensively grazed 
and probably improved with artificial fertiliser. 

D  former Local 
Wildlife Site 
(LWS) 

7  Ripple Meadow LWS  4.07  ND  A strip of mostly unimproved meadow, located in a very 
flat and open floodplain landscape, next to the River 
Severn at Ripple. MG4/MG7 transitional type. Area 
undergoing moderate eutrophication, both as a result of 
nutrients deposited from periodical River Severn flooding 
and possibly from fertilisers applied to surrounding crop 
fields. 

M   

7  Ripple Gravel Pits  ND  ND  Not mapped in Wetlands West area or any schemes, but 
pits colonised by little ringed plover, lapwing and 
redshank. 

U   

7  Ripple Lake & The Napps 
LWS 

10.64  ND  Substantial area of wet willow woodland – one of the 
larger blocks of this habitat in the County. Some of its 
gravel pit pools are known to be important for wintering 
wildfowl. 

U   

7  Mythe to Uckinghall  ND  ND  No schemes shown in this area. Old and new gravel pits ‐  M  Mitton Farm 
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Meadows   
   

maintained. Southern end contains the Mythe Osier Beds 
Local Wildlife Site, supporting overgrown reed beds and 
wet woodland good for breeding warblers, although no 
known recent management and current status unsure. 
This adjoins the Mythe GWT NR, just outside Wetlands 
West area, comprising an old railway line managed for 
flora, birds and invertebrates. Rough grass field lies west 
of Mythe Brook which holds nesting curlew and lapwing. 

entered into HLS 
about 2009, EA 
funded wetland 
creation on about 
13Ha. 

Between 
7 & 9 

Severn Ham SSSI  72.24  ND  Maintained in average condition and supporting a poor 
vegetative composition, detrimentally affected by 
periodic nutrient deposition. Hay cut should be 
undertaken later in certain areas to avoid disturbing 
nesting curlews. Curlews still present but breeding 
success unknown. Redshank have been lost in past 10 
years. Problems with dog walkers disturbing nesting 
birds. Good for reed buntings. (There is a sand martin 
colony on the town side of the Mill Avon.) Only known 
site for breeding corn bunting in the Gloucestershire vale. 

M   

9  Chaceley Meadow SSSI , 
Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust (GWT) Nature 
Reserve (NR) 

1.8  2010/ 
11 

Unimproved wet neutral meadow  with works including  
pollarding 38 trees, 145m fencing, scrub control, work to 
culvert/gateway to improve grazing regime.  

E  In HLS 

9  Worth Farm, Chaceley 
(south of Chaceley 
Meadow) 

46  2010/ 
11 

Similar habitat to Chaceley Meadow SSSI, GWT NR but 
less species‐rich. Ditch restoration. 

E  In HLS. 
Work has allowed 
management of 
this & Chaceley 
Meadow (to be 
coordinated). 

9  Newlands (Haw Bridge)  17  2010/ 
11 

Wet grassland and ponds. Ditch and pond restoration, six 
pollards and 860m fencing to support grazing 

E  In HLS 

9  Haw Bridge to Chaceley  ND  ND  Covers several mapped areas between Haw Bridge and 
Chaceley village, excluding GWT NR. Several pairs of 
breeding waders use the hay meadows, redstarts breed 

M   
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in willows and a sand martin colony resides in the natural 
river bank. 

9  Ashleworth Ham SSSI 
/GWT NR 

105.41  2010/ 
11 

Wet flood meadows, ditches and wetland features. 
Hedge restoration (270m), ditch restoration (700m), 176 
pollards, 3800m of fencing to enable grazing, work to 
water supply, scrub control, de‐silting of scrapes. Water 
level management plan in preparation. Good for 
wintering wildfowl but not wading birds. Hay meadows 
improving in quality, both on GWT NR and wider SSSI. 
Important for redstarts breeding in willow pollards, sedge 
and grasshopper warblers and reed buntings, for which 
the habitat is maintained. Still has nesting curlews on SSSI 
and lapwings nest on the adjoining arable field, but 
lapwings not faring as well. Site improved for curlew but 
declined for snipe, lapwing and redshank. 

E  In HLS 

10  Coombe Hill Canal SSSI & 
meadows GWT NR 

105  2010/ 
11 

Disused canal and wet meadows. 222 pollards, 1800m 
fencing and water supply work to enhance grazing 
regime, willow scrub control in the meadows, creation of 
scrapes and canal bankside scrub control. Scrapes hold 
water throughout year, attracting redshank, lapwing and 
oystercatcher, for which site is enhanced. Curlews nest in 
hay meadows. Western end of canal is key area for 
redstarts. 

E   In HLS. Work 
covers SSSI & 
adjoining non 
SSSI reserve 
areas. Work also 
includes de‐silting 
of canal. Is 
funded via Water 
Framework 
Directive. 

10  Small Reserve GWT NR 
(Apperley) 

0.9  2010/ 
11 

Severnside willow scrub. Scrub management & building 
of otter holt 

E  In same HLS as 
Coombe Hill 
Canal. 

10  Staplings Farm, The Leigh  72  2010/ 
11 

Wet meadows. Pollarding & grassland management  E  In HLS 

10  Pegmore Farm, The Leigh  40  2011  Wet meadows. Creation of scrapes and linking ditches 
with water control structures, withy bed 
restoration/coppicing, hedge laying, pollarding and otter 

E   A partnership of 
GWT’s Severn 
Vale Living 
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holt creation. Target enhancement for over‐wintering 
snipe, breeding waders, dragonflies & general riparian 
wildlife.  

Landscapes 
projects & 
Environmental 
Agency (EA), with 
Biffaward funding 

10  Chelt Meadows  71.07  ND  Good hay meadows. No active management as yet but is 
maintained. Traditional curlew meadows. 

M  HLS. 

9  Long Reach + Sandhurst 
LWS, Sandhurst & 
Longford 

ND  ND  Redstarts nesting in willows. Northern end undergone 
flood plain meadow enhancement. Sandhurst Local 
Wildlife Site (LWS) along banks of Severn comprises old 
clay pits. No longer actively managed. Southern end near 
Longford comprises improved and semi‐improved 
grassland. Not actively managed.  

E 
(north)

Belongs to 
Gloucestershire 
County Council. 
Former GWT 
Reserve.  

Area 
north of 
11 

Alney Island & 
Netheridge Farm, 
Gloucester 

57 & 19  2010  Complex of wet flood meadows, withy beds, scrapes and 
ditches. Ditch restoration and creation, scrapes and 
fencing. Important flora, birds, mammals and 
invertebrates. 

E   In joint HLS with 
other sites owned 
by Gloucester City 
Council 

11  Corn Ham area, 
Minsterworth 

ND  2000  Large expanse of meadow and pasture forming part of 
River Severn floodplain. Corn Ham is a potential managed 
retreat area which may bring back curlews; they are 
starting to show interest in the area. 

E  Former CSS 
agreement in 
early 2000’s, 
extended to HLS. 
Private 
ownership.  

11  Minsterworth Ham, 
Minsterworth 

ND  2000  Large expanse of meadow and pasture forming part of 
River Severn floodplain. Scrapes have been created on 
the site to enhance its wetland value. Lapwing recently 
nested here. 

E  Former CSS 
agreement in 
early 2000’s. 
Private 
ownership. 

11  Area north of 
Minsterworth  

ND  2000  Site was permanent pasture and was sold and made back 
in arable. 

D  Former CSS 
agreement in 
early 2000’s. Now  
ploughed up.   

11  Maythorne (north of Corn  79  Not  Currently managed as arable land.  M   
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Ham, Minsterworth)  live 
yet 

12  Severn Bank farm, Elmore  74  2010/
11 

Pollarding, ditch restoration & water level control, all 
aimed at enhancing site for over‐wintering wildfowl and 
waders 

M  Too early to 
assess benefits 

13  Walmore Common SSSI 
plus surrounding fields in 
HLS 

63, 6.49  ND  RAMSAR site (for Bewick’s swans) lowland grassland 
which floods regularly every winter. Areas in HLS are 
being enhanced while other areas maintained. Water 
level management plan has been implemented. Number 
of Bewick’s swans has declined, as it has at Slimbridge, 
probably due to climatic changes not site management. 
However, duck species occur in good numbers in flood 
conditions. Lapwing, redshank and curlew present. 

E  All site in HLS. 

Area just 
south of  
12 

Riverside Farm, Epney  72  ND  Orchard restoration  E   

14  Awre Peninsula  137.6  ND  Area should be targeted for long‐term enhancement and 
saltmarsh creation.  

M   

Just 
south of 
14 

Upper Severn Estuary 
SSSI, Slimbridge, Saul & 
Aylburton 

1435.97  2000  Saltmarsh flooded at high tide, managed for breeding 
waders. Scrapes and ditches have been installed at 
Slimbridge and Saul to reclaim saltmarsh from 
agricultural land. Saul and Aylburton Warth support 
largest county breeding populations of redshank and 
lapwing. 

E  Slimbridge 
managed by the 
Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust. 

Area 
north of 
15 

Frampton Estate 
(Frampton‐on‐Severn) 

570   2010/ 
11 

Fencing of Wickster’s Brook to enhance water vole 
habitat. Areas outside Wetlands West area include 
enhancement of hay meadows. 

E  In HLS 

15  Area south of Slimbridge  597.5  ND       

Area just 
south of 
15 

Capehall farm, Cambridge 
A38 

2.2km  ND  Ditch restoration & fencing of Wickster’s Brook and 
Capehall Brook to enhance water vole habitat. Pond 
restoration and hedgerow management. Water voles 
have colonised the area. 

E    A partnership of 
GWT’s Berkeley 
Vale water vole & 
Severn Vale Living 
Landscapes 
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projects, EA and 
Lower Severn 
Internal Drainage 
Board (IDB)  

Area just 
south of 
15 

Warth farm, Cambridge  4.1  2010/
11 

Restoration of pond, pollarding; enhanced for water vole, 
otter and fish 

E  A partnership of 
GWT’s Berkeley 
Vale water vole & 
Severn Vale Living 
Landscapes 
projects & EA 

South of 
14 

Alvington Court Farm, 
Alyburton Warth 

37.5  2010  Maintenance of coastal, intertidal and saline habitats. 
Breeding lapwing and redshank. 

E  EA working with 
landowners at 
Plusterwine and 
Alvington Court 
Farms to create 
40Ha of salt 
marsh 

RIVER AVON SITES 

18  Cleeve Prior Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) 

11.5  1983  Fragments of limestone grassland on its upper slopes. 
Much of the escarpment has reverted to scrub and 
woodland. Designated as a local nature reserve but not 
optimally managed. 

D   

18  Cleeve Prior Bank LNR  27.77  1995  Broad‐leaved woodland and grassland – NVC swamp 
communities S5, S6, S7, S8, S12b, S14, W6b, W22. 

U   

16  Littleton Meadows LWS   22.7  ND  Comprises two flood meadows surrounded by ditches and 
hedges (Short Dole & Ox Meadow) woodland and 
permanent pasture (Rough Hill). NVC types: MG4, MG5b, 
MG6. These fields are used as hay meadows. The 
woodland was once wood pasture. Oaks remain but scrub 
has been allowed to encroach. Vale Landscape Heritage 
Trust are cutting rides into the wood, and allowing grass to 
grow up in them and are restoring a quality hay meadow, 
with aftermath grazing by beef cattle. They are also 

E  Owned by Vale 
Heritage 
Landscape Trust. 
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restoring part of site to flood meadows. 

16  Avon Valley LWS  35.64  ND  Avon Valley LWS between Tewkesbury and Bidford‐on‐
Avon represented  the last major breeding area in UK for 
marsh warbler (now gone from these sites) but still 
provides habitat for other species of warbler. Comprises 15 
sites on small islands and flat areas along River Avon and 
Bow Brook and their tributaries. All areas have restricted 
drainage with tall herb communities and some wetter 
parts. 

M   

16  Ryden Farm  25  ND  Floodplain restored by WWT to a dynamic floodmarsh 
(including digging of scapes ) providing excellent fish 
spawning and breeding habitat and breeding wader 
habitat. Site works completed in 2007. 

E   

16  Wood Norton Complex 
(part outside wetlands 
area) 

92.54  ND  Broadleaved woodland grassland. Ditches and scrapes 
have been put in which have improved the area for curlew. 

E   

16  Craycombe Farm  30  ND  Initial project (start of former CSS developed by WWT) 
involved arable reversion to grassland. Currently in good 
condition as wet grassland. 2008 – breeding curlew and 
lapwing, good numbers over‐wintering teal and wigeon. 

E   

16  Whitehouse Farm  56  ND  Stretch of meadows between Ryden Farm and Jubely 
Bridge, in pastoral use and suitable for breeding waders 
and wetland creation.  

E   

16  Oxton Ditch & Meadows 
LWS 

5.18  ND  Wet woodland, marsh, grassland. Now recovering into 
MG4 flood meadows. 

E  Owned by Vale 
Heritage 
Landscape Trust. 
Was delisted 
from SSSI to LWS. 

16  Glenmore Farm Area 
(AG00179948)  

23.77  ND  On the Lower Moor Water Meadows. In HLS for wet 
grassland  creation and WWT have installed a sluice and 
created two scrapes. It forms part of wetland network 

E   
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across the Avon. 

16  Lower Moor Pits & Lench 
Ditch (part of this lies 
within Wetlands West 
area) 

9.32  ND  A linear complex of habitats consisting of former gravel pit 
pools, marshland and wet carr along the line of the Lench 
Ditch; also wet meadows on a part of the Avon floodplain. 
The two largest pools in the former gravel pits complex 
have largely been landscaped as part of a holiday homes  
park and a water‐sports lake and no longer attain LWS 
quality. 

D   

16  Pensham  ND  ND  Land has the potential to be converted to wetland.   U   

16  Avon Meadows LNR   24.28  ND  Project includes a series of 20ha wet meadows, 5ha 
reedbed/fen, 1ha wet woodland and scrapes on the bank 
of the river Avon by Pershore. Aims: enhance biodiversity 
of the site by creating/restoring wetland habitats; promote 
wetland restoration to wider audience; reduce Pershore’s 
contribution to flooding; improve water quality of River 
Avon; create public space for local communities to learn 
about wetlands and get involved with management. Site 
works completed in 2009. 

E  Funded by 
Natural England’s 
Wetlands Vision, 
through Wetlands 
West 

16 (just 
south of) 

Gwen Finch wetland 
WWT reserve 

20  2001  Developed from arable fields onto a mosaic of scrapes, 
open water, reedbed, wet grassland and wet woodland. 
Has  breeding lapwing and redshank and wintering 
waterbirds. 

E  In HLS. 

16 (just 
south of) 

John Bennett WWT 
reserve 

25.6  2010  Open water, wet grassland and reed bed. Minimum of 3 
pairs of redshank and lapwing breeding on site in the first 
year. 

E  In HLS. Funded by 
Natural England’s 
Wetlands Vision, 
through Wetlands 
West 

17 (just 
north of) 

Asham Meadow  6.5 
acres 

2009  Riverside meadow managed under Lammas Meadow 
system. Breeding curlew present. 

E   

17  Manor Farm  59.69  ND  Ridge and furrow flood meadow. Pools have been created 
and area has been enhanced for redshank and maintained 
for curlew. 

E   

17  Upham Meadow &  106.43  ND  Upham Meadow managed under Lammas Meadow  M   
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Summer Leasow SSSI  system. Hay meadows maintained in good condition for 
curlews (best population in the southwest) and flora. 
Redshank present too but corn bunting and yellow wagtail 
declined in numbers. Although open to walkers there is not 
too much disturbance compared to similar riverside sites, 
due to accessibility issues. 

17  Bredon’s Hardwick Gravel 
Pit 

13.66  ND  Restored gravel pit, now nature reserve. Comprises 
shallow lake with three islands. Previously a good site for 
breeding waders including oystercatcher; now much less 
valuable because of presence of gulls and important for 
winter wildfowl especially wigeon, passage gulls and 
waders. Redshank declining due to gull predation and 
some curlew present, but only at roost; they continue to 
breed in surrounding meadows. 

M   
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 Maps of Conservation Sites within Wetlands West Area 
 

The maps of the main conservation sites within the Wetlands West area are organised below in a north 
to south direction along the Severn and Avon vales. These sites comprise Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) (formerly referred to as Special Wildlife Sites (SWS) or 
Key Wildlife Sites (KWS)), Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (WWT) and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
(GWT) Reserves. Sites which do not fall into these categories are listed as ‘other sites’. 
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Maps of CSS/ES Agreements within Wetlands West Area  
 

The maps below show parcels of land within the Wetlands West area that are in either Countryside 
Stewardship Schemes (CSS) or Environmental Stewardship Schemes (ESS). 
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Review of ES options within the Wetlands West area 
 

The following information presented in Tables 2 and 3 is derived from the Countryside Stewardship 
(CS) and Environmental Stewardship (ES) GIS Natural England data within the Wetlands West area. 
These schemes include Entry Level Stewardship (ELS), Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) and 
Organic Entry Level Stewardship (OELS) and ES.  

There are some deficiencies in the data set that prevented a comprehensive financial review of the ES 
options within the Wetlands West project area. Firstly, capital costs are not included within this 
analysis and additional areas mapped using the Nature on the Map website have limited information. 
Therefore, although giving some indication of the cost for these options, the totals shown are likely to 
be significantly less than the actual costs administered within the Wetlands West area. Secondly, it 
should also be mentioned that these options are not restricted to the ten year period of the project but 
instead run through part of the period running from 2000 - 2011. It is of note that anomalies (mainly 
gaps where sites and information were known to be missing) within the data sets provided (both paper 
and electronically) were in places sourced from Natural England’s Nature on the Map website. It is 
also worth mentioning that considerable areas of land outside the original Ecoscope zones have been 
targeted and put into ES and these contribute to the overall wetland restoration work. However, 
analysis of these additional areas is outside the scope of this report. 

From the table below, it can be seen that the most money has been spent on Entry Level plus Higher 
Level Stewardship (ELS/HLS) and this scheme also occupies the largest area of land. The amount of 
money spent on Organic Entry Level Stewardship plus Higher Level Stewardship represents 20% of 
that spent on ELS/HLS and the area of land occupied by the organic scheme also represents 20% of 
that occupied by ELS/HLS. 

Table 2. Indicative total costs and areas for the Environmental Stewardship Schemes within the 
Wetlands West area for which data were available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHEME COST (£) 
AREA 
(HA) 

ELS/HLS  915355.72 424.37 

HLS  291561.48 91.22 

OELS/HLS  194366.07 80.87 

ES  95007.43 37.53 

Total 1496290.70 633.99 
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Table 3 below describes in more detail the Environmental Stewardship schemes and management 
options and supplements. Information is restricted to the following Countryside Stewardship options: 

 hay meadow management options (H3),  
 pasture management (P1),  
 and raised water level supplement (GW) options;  

and the following HLS land management options: 

 management of species-rich,semi-natural grassland (HK6),  
 restoration of species-rich, semi-natural grassland (HK7),  
 maintenance of wet grassland for breeding waders (HK9), 
 maintenance of wet grassland for wintering waders and waterfowl (HK10),  
 restoration of wet grassland for breeding waders (HK11),  
 restoration of wet grassland for wintering waders and waterfowl (HK12),  
 creation of wet grassland for breeding waders (HK13),  
 maintenance of grassland for target features (HK15),  
 and raised water levels supplement (HK19).  
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Table 3. Environmental Stewardship schemes and management options and supplements for agreements within the Wetlands West area for which data were available. 

 
 

 

 

AGREF  SCHEME  END_DATE  HK6  HK6COST  HK7  HK7COST  HK9  HK9COST  HK10  HK10COST  HK11  HK11COST  HK12  HK12COST  HK13  HK13COST  HK15  HK15COST  HK19  HK19COST  TOTAL_COST  AREA_HA 

AG00179948  ELS/HLS  20160731  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0.00  23.77 

AG00301864  ELS/HLS  20200731  0  0  HK9  12663  0  0  0  0  0  0  12663.00  3.78 

AG00285026  HLS  20190330  0  0  HK9  263890.48  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  263890.48  82.96 

AG00267415  ELS/HLS  20180430  0  0  6  0  HK11  33331.11  0  0  0  0  33331.11  16.96 

AG00056508  ELS/HLS  20160131  0  0  HK9  11890.71  0  HK11  92700.72  0  HK13  38624  0  0  143215.43  59.69 

AG00335156  ELS/HLS  20201031  0  0  HK9  34170  0  0  0  0  0  0  34170.00  10.84 

AG00279280  ELS/HLS  20181031  0  0  0  0  HK11  107628.95  0  0  0  0  107628.95  62.47 

AG00292684  ELS/HLS  20190831  0  0  HK9  79000.1  0  0  0  0  0  0  79000.10  23.58 

AG00188046  ELS/HLS  20161031  0  HK7  6840  0  0  HK11  18164.62  0  0  0  HK19  548.8  25553.42  10.64 

AG00251551  OELS  20171031  0  0  HK9  91589.58  HK10  102776.49  0  0  0  0  0  194366.07  80.87 

AG00179732  ELS/HLS  20160430  HK6  3040  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  HK19  790.4  3830.40  1.55 

AG00067086  ELS/HLS  20160131  0  0  HK9  56850.84  0  0  0  0  HK15  23085.9  0  79936.74  50.11 

AG00295820  ELS/HLS  20190430  0  0  0  0  0  HK12  59043.98  0  0  0  59043.98  31.00 

AG00332066  HLS  20201030  0  0  HK9  27671  0  0  0  0  0  0  27671.00  8.26 

AG00302408  ELS/HLS  20200831  0  0  0  0  0  HK12  23230.5  0  0  0  23230.50  9.11 

AG00323809  ELS/HLS  20200731  0  0  0  0  0  HK12  29707.5  0  0  0  29707.50  11.69 

AG00288714  ELS/HLS  20190630  0  0  0  0  0  HK12  142188  0  0  0  142188.00  63.01 

AG00287308  ELS/HLS  20191231  0  0  0  0  0  HK12  35192.59  0  0  0  35192.59  13.72 

AG00321723  ELS/HLS  20210331  0  0  HK9  106664  0  0  0  0  0  0  106664.00  32.45 

AG00066431  ES  0  0  0  0  HK11  47312.5  0  0  0  0  47312.50  21.71 

AG00275949  ES  0  0  0  HK10  11527.64  0  0  0  0  0  11527.64  4.65 

AG00281809  ES  0  0  0  0  0  0  HK13  36167.29  0  0  36167.29  11.17 

TOTAL  3040  0  6840  0  684395.71  0  114304.13  0  299137.9  0  289362.57  0  74791.29  0  23085.9  0  1339.2  1496290.70  633.99 
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The proportions of money spent on the different Higher Level Stewardship land management options 
and supplements are illustrated in the pie chart below. The largest amount of money (46%) has been 
spent on the option ‘maintenance of wet grassland for breeding waders’ (HK9) with ‘restoration of 
wet grassland for breeding waders’ (HK11) and ‘restoration of wet grassland for wintering waders 
and waterfowl’ (HK12) being the second most popular options (amounting to 20% and 19% 
respectively).  

 

Figure 3. Proportions of money spent on HLS management options and supplements within the 
Wetlands West area. 
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Status of Breeding Waders within Wetlands West area 
 

This section concentrates on five species of waders that have been selected as indicator species for the 
Wetlands West Project. These are common snipe (Gallinago gallinago), oystercatcher (Haematopus 
ostralegus), curlew (Numenius arquata), redshank (Tringa totanus) and lapwing (Vanellus vanellus).  
The site summaries are based on data supplied by Natural England, Gloucestershire Centre for 
Environmental Records and Worcestershire Biological Records Centre along with several anecdotal 
observations, verbal reports, particularly from Mike Smart (an experienced local ornithologist), and 
information obtained from relevant publications (Smart, 2011; Wilson & Smart, 2002). This means 
that much of the information is of a subjective and qualitative nature being somewhat patchy and 
incomplete, particularly for the smaller sites and in Worcestershire where data from the local records 
centre are severely limited.  

Species Accounts 

At this point it is worth mentioning that all of the five species are in decline nationally as well as 
locally with snipe in particular not recorded as a breeding species in the last thirty years. It is therefore 
likely that local trends are to some extent reflecting national trends and are therefore not simply a 
reflection of the effect of the Wetlands West project on breeding wader numbers.  

Various climatic variables have severely and adversely affected the number of breeding waders and 
include severe local flooding in 2007 and 2008 and an unusually dry summer in 2011. These include 
the severe local flooding of summer 2007 and 2008, which not only swamped nests and young birds 
but also killed many soil invertebrates and earthworms thereby depriving adult waders and their 
chicks of their main food source.  This lack of invertebrates appeared to continue for several 
summers, resulting in the numbers of breeding waders and breeding success remaining very low in 
2009 and 2010.  The spring and summer of 2011 were abnormally dry, which resulted in many of the 
wetlands that normally held breeding waders drying up early in the season. Such dry conditions 
appear to have adversely affected breeding waders at many sites. 

It should also be noted that the data for breeding waders during summer 2011 was collected at a time 
of less intensive coverage than in previous years (as observers were concentrating on BTO Atlas 
fieldwork) (Smart, 2002).  Therefore it is likely that the numbers of birds recorded in 2011 are under-
represented. 

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 

The long-term trend for this species is showing a rapid decline (BTO: UK Waterways). Historically 
upland and moorland have been strongholds for breeding snipe, although lowland wet grassland was 
formerly used extensively. There are strong indications that the decrease in lowland breeding was 
initially linked to drainage with a further decrease linked to increased stocking rates resulting in both 
the removal of nest sites and in nests lost to trampling. 

Within the Wetlands West area snipe have not been recorded as nesting for over 30 years although 
there are a few records of birds present during the breeding season. As the area is known to 
accommodate large numbers of overwintering migrant snipe some of these records could be 
individuals that have delayed returning.    
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Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)   

The long-term trend for this species is showing a moderate increase (BTO: UK Waterways). 
Historically this species was primarily a coastal breeder with inland breeding becoming increasingly 
common during the second half of the 20th century, mainly linked to gravel pits and shingle banks 
along rivers.  Oystercatchers are showing signs of increasingly early breeding with egg-laying dates 
up to six days earlier (BTO Breeding Birds of the Wider Countryside 2011). 

There are few records of breeding within the Wetlands West area, however, it is unlikely that 
oystercatchers will colonise much of the area unless gravel pits or shingle bars are available. These 
habitats are unpredictable and often ephemeral. There is potential for creation of gravel islands within 
pools or lakes. 

Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

The long-term trend for this species is showing a probable decline (BTO: UK Waterways). The 
curlew is another species that was historically confined to upland and moorland with increasing 
colonisation of lowland during the early 20th century.  Declines since then are probably linked to 
drainage and agricultural intensification with the species now most likely to be found in hay meadows 
and low-intensity grassland. It has been suggested that the species may be driven northwards by 
climate change (Renwick et al., 2011).  

The curlew has historically been the second most numerous breeding wader within the Severn & 
Avon Vales although there has been a marked decline in numbers, reflecting the national trend.  
However, there are several records from recent years and in 2011 there were 20-22 breeding attempts 
in total over 13 sites,. 

 Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

The long-term trend for this species is showing a rapid decline (BTO: UK Waterways). Historically 
redshank were almost exclusively reliant on wet, marshy grassland for nesting, acquiring the 
vernacular title “sentinel of the marshes”.  Again this suggests that its decline is also linked to 
drainage and probably to increased stocking rates.  

In 2011 only two pairs of redshank were recorded as nesting; both in Coombe Hill Meadows  

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 

The long-term trend for this species is showing a moderate decline (BTO: UK Waterways), although 
the latest BTO data suggests that its status is now “positive – decline ceased or levelled off” (BTO 
Breeding Birds of the Wider Countryside 2011). Again, the decline is linked to agricultural drainage 
and intensification, particularly with the change from Spring to Autumn sown cereals.   

Lapwing has historically been the most numerous breeding wader within the Severn & Avon Vales, 
although as with curlew there has been a marked decline in numbers, that reflects the national trend 

 Sites 

It is clear that the majority of the sites with higher numbers of breeding records are those owned 
and/or managed by conservation organisations, namely the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. It should be noted that the high 
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numbers of breeding records within Trust reserves could in part reflect the fact that these areas are 
subject to more intensive monitoring than other locations. 

It is also important to note that many of the sites are important for over-wintering and passage migrant 
waders and wildfowl, meaning that while they may not support breeding waders they are likely to be 
important for many other species, potentially on an international scale.    

The sites are listed from the most northerly site to the most southerly site on the Severn (i.e. working 
downstream) and similarly downstream from the most north-easterly to the most south-westerly site 
on the Avon.  

A description of the bird species and abundance on Avon and Seven sites is listed below. The sites are 
ordered north to south for both the Avon and Severn vales. The number in front of the sites represents 
the Wetlands West Zone that the site is located in. Appendix 1 comprises maps of bird records for 
areas within Wetlands West. 

RIVER SEVERN 

1 Grimley Brick Pits 

Disused brick pits, SSSI managed by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust with gravel workings nearby. 

This area was not surveyed in 1995.  In 2002 one pair of oystercatchers attempted to nest but failed 
and one pair of redshank nested with the outcome unknown.  Five pairs of Lapwings nested and 
chicks were seen from late May through to the end of June.  Curlew were seen coming into roost but 
did not breed.  

In June 2009 lapwing and oystercatcher as well as nesting common tern and little ringed plover were 
recorded just outside the Wetlands West area at the nearby Retreat Farm disused gravel pits (A. 
Shepherd pers. obs.). 

2 Powick Ham 

Lammas meadows south of Worcester prone to inundation during winter. 

In 1995 a pair of redshank and a pair of curlew were holding territory but were not considered to have 
bred. In 2002 a curlew and a lapwing were holding territory with the latter possibly breeding.  No 
information was available for 2009 or 2011. 

3 Kempsey Upper & Lower Hams 

Improved grassland and arable south of Worcester  

In 1995 a pair of redshank were recorded on the Lower Ham but there are no other records of birds 
from these sites since that date has been made available. However, it is considered unlikely that 
waders would breed due to land usage and disturbance. 

4 & 5 Ashmoor Common & Clifton Gravel Pits 

Ashmoor Common is a SSSI of marshy grassland with ditches and some open water. Clifton Gravel 
Pits is still a working site, although as pits become worked out and disused they may become suitable 
for waders (albeit in the short term), particularly oystercatcher with 1 pair laying eggs but failing to 
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rear young in 2009. The excavation of the pits has affected the local water table and what remains of 
the grassland has dried out, becoming unsuitable for waders. 

 No records were available for Ashmoor Common.  

4 Brickpits Plantation & Sandford Pits 

Wet woodland and open water that supports a heronry. 

No information was available but unlikely to support breeding waders as the habitat is not suitable. 

4 Earl’s Croome Meadow 

No information was available for this site. 

6 Upton Ham 

SSSI grassland for its botanical interest.  

In 1995 three pairs of redshank and one pair of curlew were recorded on the Upper Ham. In 2002 
single pairs of curlew were recorded holding territory on the Upper Ham and Lower Ham but were 
not seen in June after hay-making had begun on the Upper Ham. Two redshanks were recorded in 
April but not seen after, although agitated adults were seen in June and were therefore suspected of 
breeding. No information was available for 2011. 

8 Longdon Marsh 

Low-lying area of pasture and arable in a natural bowl along the Longdon Brook and prone to 
flooding in most winters. Includes the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust holding Hill Court Farm & The 
Blacklands (Andrew Fraser Reserve) where former intensive arable and improved grassland is being 
restored to wet grassland. 

In 1995 one (or perhaps two) pair of curlew and five pairs of lapwing were recorded over the whole 
area. In 2002 a single pair of curlew was recorded but was not seen in June.  
 
Due to intensive survey work the 2002 records for breeding lapwings are quite detailed.  Four pairs 
nested on the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust reserve and raised young that were ringed. A further four 
pairs nested in set-aside north of Marsh Lane but all of these nests appeared to be lost to spraying and 
ploughing. Two more confirmed and two suspected nests were seen after this with a large chick seen 
on 24th June, along with three recently hatched chicks. In addition, at least two and perhaps more pairs 
were recorded in mid-May and late June, “together with some incoming lapwings, obviously not local 
breeders from their flocking behaviour”.  This indicates that there was “an absolute minimum of 11 
pairs of breeding lapwing in the Longdon Marsh area as a whole”. 
 
In 2009 seven pairs of lapwing were seen on the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust reserve in April and 
three pairs with juveniles were seen on 21st May. A pair of curlew were holding territory in late May 
and two adults with one fully fledged juvenile were seen on 7th July, although it is unclear whether 
this is the same pair from May. Two pairs of redshank were seen in April with one pair remaining 
until early June but no breeding activity was seen. Fifty-nine snipe were recorded on the 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust reserve on 4th March but these were over-wintering or passage birds 
and there was no sign of breeding 
 
No data were available for 2011. 
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7 Uckinghall Meadow 

In 1995 single pairs of redshank and curlew were recorded but in 2002 the only waders recorded were 
some lapwings recorded in May with no sign of breeding. In 2009 a pair of curlew was recorded but 
there was no record of nesting.  No information was available for 2011. 

7 Ripple Meadow 

Unimproved meadow and Local Wildlife Site with no information on breeding waders available. 

7 Ripple Lake & The Napps 

Wet woodland and gravel pit pools with no information on breeding waders available. However, it is 
unlikely that waders would breed within wet woodland. 

7 Mythe Hook 

Arable and grassland on the east bank of the Severn between Tewkesbury and the Worcestershire 
border.  

Both lapwing and curlew have been recorded breeding here in past years. In 2011 four lapwings and a 
single curlew were seen displaying in late March but it is not known whether any nested. 

Between 7 & 9 Severn Ham 

SSSI hay meadow that is an island between the Avon and Severn at Tewkesbury. 

Historically this has been a well-known site for curlew and redshank although very prone to 
disturbance , particularly by people and dogs. In 1995 three pairs of redshank and one pair of curlew 
were recorded with one pair of redshank and one pair of curlew in 2002. In 2011a single curlew was 
seen displaying and it is considered that they attempted to breed although the outcome is unknown. 

9 Forthampton 

Arable fields north of Chaceley Meadows  

No waders were recorded in 1995 or 2002, although it is reported that lapwing have nested in 
previous years. In 2010 lapwing were recorded as nesting and in April 2011 five lapwings were seen 
displaying over the same ploughed field but by early June none were left. However, it was considered 
that they attempted to nest.   

9 Chaceley Meadows area 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve of riverside hay meadows on western bank of the Severn.  

In 2002 three pairs of curlew were recorded with one pair of lapwing also present. By contrast in 2011 
there were a few records of curlew but no breeding pairs and no other waders were recorded. This 
follows a pattern of decline over the previous decade. 

9 Haw Bridge  

Meadows north of Coombe Hill on eastern side of the Severn. 
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In 2009 a pair of curlews were presumed to have lost their eggs or young during early hay cutting. In 
2011 a pair of curlews were recorded and were presumed to have nested. 

9 Ashleworth & Hasfield Hams 

Wet grassland, arable, ditches with hedgerows, trees, particularly willows, that includes a SSSI and a 
large area mostly owned and managed by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.  

Historically this site was a stronghold for redshank and also for lapwing and curlew. In 2002 three or 
four pairs of lapwing, two or three pairs of curlew and one pair of redshank were recorded along with 
a single drumming snipe. In 2011 this had reduced to an “odd pair of lapwing”, one or two pairs of 
curlew and no redshank. Snipe had not been recorded as breeding for several years. There has been a 
decline in breeding waders over ten years although this is less pronounced in the case of curlew, 
possibly due to the fact that fields are cultivated for silage or hay rather than arable. 

10 Coombe Hill Meadows 

Predominantly a Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve based along Coombe Hill Canal, including 
SSSI with some adjacent farmland, prone to inundation particularly during winter. 
Improved/enhanced since GWT obtained the land. 

In 2002 two pairs of curlew nested. In 2011 three or four pairs of curlew, four pairs of lapwing, two 
pairs of redshank and one pair of oystercatchers nested, the latter unsuccessfully. This species nested 
here for the first time in 2010 and were successful.  

10 Cobney Meadows 

Low-lying meadows near Coombe Hill. 

In 1995 and 2002 two breeding pairs of curlew were recorded as well as two pairs of lapwing 
“probably with chicks” in 1995. In 2011 only a single curlew was recorded with no lapwing or 
redshank found.  

10 Leigh Meadows 

Hay meadows along the River Chelt. 

In 2011 one pair of breeding lapwing were recorded along with curlew display calls. There was no 
indication that redshank had bred.  

10 Chelt Meadows 

Hay meadows notable for their rich flora. 

The available information for this site is somewhat confusing as it has been split into different areas 
for each report. The general indication is that the site has historically been good for curlew and 
lapwing. 

10 Twigworth/ Wallsworth 

Arable and pasture south of Coombe Hill. 



Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy 2011/049    Wetlands West Project 
 

52 
 

The information for this site is somewhat limited with historical records of nesting lapwings and 
displaying curlew but neither recorded in 2011.  

9 Long Reach (Longford – Sandhurst Brawn) 

Riverside meadows on the eastern bank of the Severn with several abandoned brick pits 

No waders were recorded in 1995 when the area was divided into two sites. In 2002 it was divided 
into three sites  

In 2002 six to seven pairs of lapwing were recorded. In 2011 two adult lapwings were noted but did 
not appear to breed and a pair of curlew attempted to nest but were presumed unsuccessful.  

9 Long Reach (Maisemore) 

Riverside meadows on western bank of the Severn 

In 2002 one pair of lapwings were recorded and in 2011 two pairs were seen holding territory. These 
were presumed to have attempted nesting but the outcome was uncertain. 

9 Maisemore Ham 

Mainly arable land between two arms of the River Severn. 

There are no records for waders for this site since 1995. 

12 Elmore Back  

Low-lying meadows along the Severn 

There are few records of waders since the site was drained in the 1960s and no records of breeding 
apart from 2002 when two pairs of lapwing were recorded on a part of the site not previously 
surveyed as well as four pairs of lapwing outside the site boundary. No waders were recorded in 2011. 

9 Minsterworth Ham 

Improved grassland and arable regularly inundated in winter. 

There are no records of breeding waders from any year.  

13 Walmore Common 

Low-lying area of improved grassland and rough pasture east of the Severn that is prone to flooding in 
winter and at times of heavy rainfall.  SSSI and Ramsar site (designated for important population of 
over-wintering Bewick’s swans).  

In 1982 three pairs of lapwing, three pairs of redshank, one pair of curlew and two pairs of common 
snipe were recorded. By 1995 this was reduced to two pairs of lapwing with common snipe present 
during the breeding season. In 2010 curlew were recorded as producing chicks for “the first time in 
decades” but in 2011 they appeared to have attempted to breed but failed, as had lapwing. Redshank 
were reported to have re-colonised Walmore but no birds at all were recorded in the 2011 breeding 
season. 
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 South of 14 Upper Severn Estuary - Saul Warth to Aylburton Warth including Slimbridge  

Large area of predominantly saltmarsh that stretches from Saul to Aylburton via Slimbridge, 
including a large tract under the management of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust.  

This area has always held a large population of lapwing and redshank although there has inevitably 
been a decline that follows the national trend.  In 1995 twenty-three pairs of lapwing and fifteen pairs 
of redshank were recorded. By 2002 this had reduced to twelve pairs of lapwing and two pairs of 
redshank with five pairs of oystercatchers having colonised.    

RIVER AVON  

16 Craycombe Farm  

Floodplain grassland with ditches and scrapes converted from arable along the Avon.,  

Curlew and lapwing were reported as breeding in 2008 but no further information was available for 
this site. 

16 Lower Moor Pits & Lench Ditch 

Former gravel pits, wet meadows and wet carr along the Lench Ditch and Avon, including a water 
sports lake and holiday homes complex.  

No information was available for this site. 

16 Avon Meadows Pershore 

Newly created wet meadows and scrapes at Pershore managed by Wychavon District Council in 
association with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and Natural England’s Wetland Vision. 

No information was available for this site. 

South of 16 Gwen Finch Reserve 

Wetland site created by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust using HLS money with reedbeds, open water, 
scrapes and grassland.   

No detailed information was available although redshank and lapwing are reported to have bred in 
every year since 2002. 

South of 16 John Bennett Reserve 

Newly created reserve adjacent to Gwen Finch consisting of similar habitats. It is reported that a 
minimum of three pairs of redshank and three pairs of lapwing nested during 2011 but full details are 
not available. 

16 & 17 Avon Valley Eckington to Tewkesbury 

Several grassland sites along the Avon namely Gooseham and Aysham, Eckington Marshes and 
Twyning Green-Strensham (including Rectory Meadows) but not including Bredon’s Hardwick 
gravel Pits and Upham Meadow (covered under a separate heading). 
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In 1995 Gooseham and Aysham held two pairs of redshank (success unknown) and one pair of curlew 
(“considered to have failed”). Eckington Marshes held three pairs of lapwings “on tussocky 
unimproved pasture” and two pairs of curlew “on silage and semi-improved pasture”.   

In 2002 Gooseham and Aysham held “two or three pairs of nesting curlew which may have nested 
successfully since they were still present on 22 June when haymaking had only just begun”. No 
breeding redshank were recorded. 

Two pairs of curlew were recorded at Eckington Marshes with three pairs of lapwings seen on maize 
stubble and a recently fledged lapwing chick seen on 28th June, a late date. 

Rectory Meadows held one pair of redshank with young seen in late June and two pairs of lapwing 
which “appeared to be successful”. There was a reported successful nesting by a pair of oystercatchers 
in 2001. 

17 Upham Meadow 

SSSI Lammas meadow and rough pasture managed sympathetically for breeding curlew.  

In 1995 nine pairs of redshank, four pairs of lapwing and three pairs of curlew were recorded. In 2002 
three pairs of redshank and five pairs of curlew were recorded but there were no lapwings. 

In 2009 five pairs of curlew were recorded with several juveniles seen. A single redshank was seen 
displaying in May but breeding was not confirmed. In 2011 eight pairs of curlew were recorded in 
April but only two pairs were recorded later in the year with at least one pair appearing to have young. 
No redshank were seen although landowners reported them as present and “behaving as though 
breeding”. Only a single lapwing was recorded, the latter in early April.     

17 Bredon’s Hardwick Gravel Pits  

Gravel pits that have been “restored” into lakes with small islands and generally left unmanaged. Part 
of the site is used for leisure, including wind-surfing and fishing. Prior to this the site was notable for 
passage migrants and popular with “twitchers”. 

In 1995, twenty-three pairs of lapwing, nine pairs of redshank, one pair of curlew and one pair of 
oystercatchers were recorded, although there are no records of fledging. It was noted that lapwing 
nested in spring-sown crops while redshank nested around the gravel pit. The BTO report suggests 
that this was then “one of the most important sites for breeding waders in the Severn Vale, probably 
ranking third”.   

In 2002 three pairs of lapwing and two pairs of curlew were recorded in the western part of the site 
with a single pair of redshank (no record of nesting) and a single pair of oystercatchers with three 
fledged young in the eastern part. No lapwings were recorded in the eastern part but two pairs of 
curlew attempted to nest, apparently without success.  

Information from 2009 and 2011 was not available. 
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Future Wetlands West sites 
 
Following discussions with Colin Studholme, Brian Smith, Lucy Wood and Phil Smith about the 
future plans for the Wetlands West project, the following sites were proposed as future areas for 
wetlands enhancement schemes. However, it should be noted that this is not a comprehensive list. 

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s future enhancements 

The Wildlife Trust’s main aims are to continue to provide advice to existing projects on the River 
Avon and its tributaries and to work on a landscape scale. 

 Continue to advise landowners on the River Avon that we have already worked with as 
part of a commitment to provide ongoing advice and monitoring as sites develop. 

 Advise on new sites brought into Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) as required by Natural 
England. 

 As part of the Wildlife Trust’s living landscapes project and an Environment Agency 
partnership 2011/12 and 2012/13 there is to be a focus on the Bow Brook, a tributary to 
the River Avon. The brook’s course is from Redditch to its confluence with the Avon at 
Defford. The catchment of the brook is 167km2. Projects undertaken during 2011 to 2012 
include scrapes/arable reversion/ pond creation/bank reprofiling and some pollarding. 
Works for 2012 to 2013 will aim to increase contact with landowners, involve local 
schools and universities and enhance more sites along the brook. 

 Future watercourses to enhance will include the Piddle and Badsey brook. 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s future enhancements 

One of the main sites planned for wetlands enhancement for the Trust is the Lower Frome, which 
encompasses all the land in the linear Strategic Nature Areas (SNA) around Fretherne.  In conjunction 
with the Environmental Agency, the Trust is in the process of appointing consultants whose remit is to 
come up with suggestions for improving the river and riparian habitat and the adjoining floodplain.  
The precise nature of the enhancement has not yet been confirmed, however  as this project is a focus 
of activity for the Canal Trust, it will be beneficial for the Wildlife Trust and Canal Trust to work 
together on this project. This area is also close to the Frampton Estate where the Trust have put a large 
parcel of land into HLS, and this in turn adjoins Slimbridge.  

The Trust’s second focus area is continuing the wetland enhancement works around the Chelt south of 
the Leigh.  The vision here is to improve the water course and floodplain habitat from the A38 down 
to the River Severn where it will then join up with the Trust’s Coombe Hill Nature Reserve.  

Further sites that may be targeted for wetland enhancement in the future 

It is necessary to give more active attention to Severn sites within Worcestershire, particularly areas  
where gravel extraction is occurring and the opportunity to modify habitats for breeding and over-
wintering waders has consequently been created. In addition, the possibility of creating a ‘supersite’ 
within the Wetlands West project area for over-wintering waterfowl needs exploring as well as the 
possibility of ultimately creating a Special Protection Area (SPA). The rest of the sites listed as future 
wetland enhancement areas are at present aspirations and no details about how enhancement measures 
would be achieved have been made. 
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 Alvington – Environmental Agency (EA) hopes to enhance this area to wet grassland and 
reedbed. 

 Westbury  - EA hopes to enhance this area to wet grassland and reedbed. 

 Slimbridge water vole recovery project – Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) hoping to do 
more on this project in the future. 

 Awre Peninsula – EA hopes to enhance this area for saltmarsh creation. 

 Rodley, Dumbles area – potential to enhance the area to freshwater grassland with saline 
influences. 

 Severn floodplain areas & tributaries – areas that should be targeted for enhancement within 
Worcestershire. 

 Uckinghall Meadows  
 

Discussion  
 

Project review 

It would appear from the site assessment that the wetland habitat on the majority of Severn and Avon 
sites has been enhanced over the Wetlands West project period. However, it should be noted that this 
finding is based on subjective data derived from interviewing people involved with the Wetlands 
West project sites. It is often the case that habitat enhancement measures have been assumed to be 
equivalent to actual habitat enhancement when this may not always be the case. Interestingly, the 
apparent enhancement of the Wetlands West sites is not reflected in the trends in breeding wader 
populations within this area. The decline of these populations locally is in line with the national trend.  

During the data compilation for this project several problems became apparent. It was difficult to get 
quantitative data in terms of GIS data, financial data, management data, ES data and data from other 
funding sources. There was some quantitative ecological and hydrological data on certain Wetlands 
West sites from 2006 (Penny Anderson Associates Ltd., 2006), however as the surveys have not been 
repeated there is no comparable data. It was therefore necessary to rely on people with knowledge 
about the project to present their views on the degree of site enhancement within the area and the 
number of breeding waders present and whether this represented an increase/decrease in bird 
numbers.  

One aspect of this review has focussed on the number of breeding waders as a measure of success, but 
it is important to remember that most of the sites host varying numbers of over-wintering and passage 
migrant snipe, lapwing and redshank with curlew and oystercatcher being more commonly found on 
the lower reaches of the Severn Estuary. This means that although the sites do not support large 
numbers of breeding waders, they may be important on an international scale for over-wintering bird 
populations. It is also important to note that even where habitat enhancement has had limited results in 
terms of breeding waders, much of the work has clearly been of benefit to a wide diversity of flora 
and fauna. 

Project recommendations 

A major difficulty of this project has been collating disparate and quite often subjective and anecdotal 
information and turning this into meaningful observations. It is clear for this and other similar projects 
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that site information needs to be systematically recorded during the lifetime of the project, ensuring 
that GIS boundary and habitat data are available alongside information relating to management and 
costs. 

Systematic ecological (botanical and breeding bird surveys) and environmental (including hydrology) 
monitoring should be carried out on a regular basis. This will enable a more accurate analysis of the 
effects of Wetland West project activity on the ecology and wider environmental aspects of the sites. 
It may also be relevant to carry out surveys for wetland mammals, particularly water vole and otter, to 
assess whether the project has a favourable impact on these protected species.  

Records should be collated and stored electronically on a database (such as Microsoft Excel or 
Access) in a central location with one person responsible for ensuring records are kept up to date. 
These records should be readily accessible for interested parties to review. In addition, it is essential 
that data gathered for the Wetlands West project areas needs to be sent to the relevant ecological 
records centre in a suitable format. 

Sites within the project area should be appropriately named and mapped using a used GIS system 
(ArcGIS or MapInfo). Spatial data should be linked with the monitoring data.  

The Wetlands West area should be redrawn using a GIS system (such as ArcGIS or MapInfo) to 
follow the flood plains, and incorporate Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s Strategic Nature Areas 
(SNA) in Gloucestershire and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Living Landscape areas in 
Worcestershire. 

The Natural England data for the Wetlands West project area needs to be more comprehensive and up 
to date, which should be achieved once the CSS projects are finished and all sites are within ES. 

A more systematic approach to reporting the activity of Wetlands West partners is required on an 
annual basis. It may be more efficient to standardise the method of recording data and reporting. In 
this way, it will make it easier to assess the progress of the project over the next 10 year period. 

Management recommendations  

What becomes clear from most of the reports is that nesting birds are at times subject to disturbance, 
quite often in the form of early mowing. This in particular can have an enormous impact on breeding 
success with later cuts allowing time for chicks to fledge in contrast to early cuts which may result in 
the loss of eggs and/or young. It is also important to control public use of breeding wader sites, in 
particular keeping dogs under control in nesting areas as well as encouraging people to keep to 
footpaths. In this instance it is essential to put up signs to inform the public of the reasons for such 
measures. The public may need to be excluded from particularly sensitive parts of a site, particularly 
during the breeding season. This may require exclusion fencing with appropriate notices explaining 
this action.  

In some cases it may be necessary to control predators such as mink, foxes and corvids, in areas 
regularly used by breeding waders or use exclusion fencing to keep mammalian predators out of 
nesting areas. However, predator control should never be undertaken lightly and would need to be 
assessed on a case by case basis following surveys of predator numbers and assessment of their 
impact on nesting birds. 
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Appendix 1 Maps of Wader Distribution 
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1 Common Snipe North 

 

 

2 Common Snipe South 
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3 Oystercatcher North 
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4 Oystercatcher South 
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5 Curlew North 
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6 Curlew South 
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7 Redshank North 
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8 Redshank South 
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9 Lapwing North 



Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy 2011/049    Wetlands West Project 
 

68 
 

 

10 Lapwing South 
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