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Our water environment is important to our quality of life.

We need to protect and enhance rivers, lakes, transitional  
and coastal waterways and groundwater as systems,  
which means thinking about these natural assets from  
source to sea, including all the places in between.

In other words, we need to think at a wider spatial scale.

This is in line with EU Water Framework Directive  
2000/60/EC, which was adopted in to UK law in 2003 
and requires designated waterbodies to achieve good  
qualitative and quantitative standards as set out in River  
Basin Management Plans.

The Irwell River Catchment is part of the North West  
River Basin. Our catchment contains lots of natural  
features which we want to maintain, protect and improve,  
and some features which we want to alter or enhance.

This ambition requires a multi-agency approach to 
planning, managing, conserving and changing the  
environmental assets of the Catchment.

PROTECTING & ENHANCING THE IRWELLCATCHMENT



The Catchment Plan has been created by existing partners and  
provides interested stakeholders with an overview of the ambitions 
and activities of the Irwell Catchment Partnership over the 8 year 
period from 2019 to 2027, in alignment with the North West River 
Basin Management Planning cycle, and is, through our 
Commitments, described at a sufficiently high level that it should 
not require frequent updating.

Although we cannot predict with any certainty what collaborative  
projects the Partnership will be delivering in the coming years, we 
can set out the direction we wish to take over the medium term.

The Irwell Catchment Partnership will engage in focused and 
effective collaboration whilst maximising opportunities as they arise.

This document outlines the commitments and contributing actions 
the partnership will subscribe to over the next 8 years.

THE IRWELL CATCHMENT PLAN - INTRODUCTION



THE IRWELL CATCHMENTPLAN

The Irwell Catchment Plan consists of several elements:

Å The Irwell Catchment Partnership Terms of Reference
Å The Irwell Catchment Partnership Story Map
ÅOur Commitments
ÅOur Strategic Work Plan

Each element of the plan serves a different purpose:

ÅOur Terms of Reference set out our governance  
arrangements, roles and responsibilities.
ÅOur Story Map provides an interactive portal through  
which to visualise our evidence base and communicates our 
projects, activities and priorities .
ÅOur Commitments outline what we want to achieve as a 
group between 2019 and 2027, and the actions we  will take.
ÅOur Strategic Work Plan is a live internally facing document 
which captures detail and progress in relation to the actions.



Making the vision of a healthier  
environment a reality requires solid  

foundations: comprehensive, reliable 
data; strong governance and 

accountability; a robust delivery 
framework, and everyone to play a 

role

NATURAL CAPITAL COMMITTEE



Our six commitments and their associated contributing actions will, over the next 7 to 8 years, inform 
our ���-�u�|�m�;�u�v�_�b�r�=�v��Strategic Work Plan.
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and summatively at least annually, by the Irwell Catchment Partnership between 2020 and 2027.

As part of this review, the Partnership will identify barriers to success and actions to overcome these, 
and make revisions to the list of contributing actions where it is deemed necessary.

This level of detail is held in a separate working document over seen by the Irwell Work Plan Group.

THE IRWELL CATCHMENTPLAN


