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Having attended Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Wilder Woodland Gathering last week,
I found myself thinking about how a ‘wilder’ river system might look. Whilst many of our
rivers have been modified in the past, we can still look for opportunities for ‘rewilding’ at
small and large scales through remeandering, floodplain reconnection and wetland
habitat creation with multiple benefits for wildlife, water quality, soil health and flood
risk….however, it will need a collaborative approach and collective will.

A date for your diary:
Southwell Ploughing
Match on 28th
September 2019
Following a successful event in
2018, the River Idle Catchment
Partnership will again be attending
this year’s event at Thoresby. If you
are visiting, do please take the time
to stop by the Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust stand and say hello.
We are planning to have a number
of exhibits showcasing our work
across the catchment and there
may even be the opportunity to
make your very own River Idle
Catchment Partnership badge to
show your support!

A spotlight on……leaky
woody structures
Managing flows at source
across a catchment is one of
the key principles in
delivering natural flood
management (NFM) and
one low-cost delivery
measure is to use ’leaky
woody structures’. Created
from locally sourced timber,
these are constructed instream to slow the flow of a river by creating a
permeable space that allows water through, but
reduces the amount of water in the stream during
high flows1. As a catchment partnership, we
encourage partners to look for opportunities to
install individual structures which cumulatively
have the potential to slow the flow, across a larger
area of land, encourage infiltration and add benefit
for wildlife through increasing channel diversity. A
new guidance document has been released which
can help partners to find the most suitable
locations through a risk assessment approach.

Walk this water way—an opportunity to contribute to
the Mammal Society's riparian mammal records
“The great aspect of Mammal Mapper is that users can
record a survey, during which the app tracks the route
you are walking. This means that we can see where
people have been looking for mammals, even if they
haven’t seen anything. In turn this helps us to work out
if areas where we have no records from are true absences
of a species, or an artefact of nobody recording in those
areas.” More info about the project and how to access
the App is available here.
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#Love Water campaign launched
Many people are not aware that actions like tipping
waste liquids down roadside drains, flushing wet
wipes or washing up greasy pans in the sink harm
wildlife and affect water quality by causing pollution
in local rivers, lakes and the sea. The campaign will
raise awareness of the small changes people can
make to achieve a big difference. Michael Roberts,
Chief Executive of Water UK said:

Get involved in
the campaign via
email or Twitter

“The Love Water campaign is a great way to get the public to think about the link
between the water we all use and the rivers and lakes that provide it and sustain
our environment.”

Forest Town Nature Conservation Group (FTNCG) are
monitoring Riverflies!
*Full article
Earlier this year, FTNCG attended a training session by the Anglers’ Riverfly Monitoring
Initiative (ARMI). Organised by Waterside Care/Keep Britain Tidy, the course was held at
the beautiful venue of Ilam Park in Dovedale and the
practical sessions were held in the River Manifold.
Riverflies are at the heart of freshwater ecosystems and are
a vital link in the aquatic food chain as a food source for fish
and birds. They live most of their lives as larvae in
freshwater habitats before emerging as adult flies. They are
good indicators of habitat health as they’re sensitive to
changes in water quality. Over recent decades, there has
been a widespread decline in the numbers of Riverflies in
some British rivers which is worrying because they reflect
the health of our freshwater habitats which are vital for the
plants, animals and ultimately people who depend on them.
The course included both theory and practical sessions as well as covering the importance
of biosecurity. All data is recorded on field data sheets from the Riverfly Partnership and
uploaded to a national database.
FTNCG own and maintain the Spa Ponds which feed into the
River Maun near Forest Town. We are committed to
protecting and nurturing the biodiversity of this site, both in
and out of the water and saw this course as an excellent
augmentation to our yearly training cycle.
Following on from the training, a band of dedicated FTNCG
invertebrate recorders set off in earnest to carry out a
Riverfly survey on our section of the River Maun, hoping to
see that it was home to a wide variety of many happy
invertebrates—indeed, we found enough for us to be happy
that our watercourse was home to these important
invertebrates.
More information on The River Fly Partnership and The Anglers’ Riverfly Monitoring
Initiative can be found at www.riverflies.org. If you are interested in attending one of the
training courses please contact Les Warren.
Phil Goodall, Forest Town Nature Conservation Group, 14th August 2019

Catchment Partnerships out and about in 2019
More on the Meden at Thoresby Estate
Taking the Catchment Based Approach
ideal of working in a downstream
direction, the Sherwood Catchment
Partnership ‘roadshow’ picked up further
down the River Meden from Pleasley and
found itself at the Thoresby Estate in July,
courtesy of the Stonebridge Trust.

After an interesting and informative introduction
from Hugh Matheson, Estate Owner, partners were
able to explore the path of the Meden from
Thoresby Lake down to Perlethorpe, discussing
issues and opportunities along the way. After
lunch, a river dipping session allowed partners to
pop on their wellies, jump in the Meden and take a
closer look at a wide range of aquatic
invertebrates—all great indicators of water quality.

Bringing Back Waders to the Idle Washlands
Work continues apace on this Boost for Biodiversity project, part of large scale
ambitions for the Idle Washlands area. NWT recently convened a site meeting with a
range of partner organisations including NWT, YWT, EA, NE, River Idle Catchment
Partnership and Polybell Organic Farms to discuss the project and to consider how it
links in with complementary aspirations such as those for the Humberhead Levels. To
kick start on the ground delivery, the focus will be on two of the units within the Idle
Washlands SSSI, with works such as ditch reprofiling, scrape creation, reinstating access,
fencing and maintenance of water control structures planned for the coming months.
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Watercourse maintenance for landowners
If you are thinking about watercourse maintenance, this free guide (produced for
Landowners in Shropshire, but equally applicable to the Idle Catchment) has some handy
hints and tips to think about before you start work. For example, are there protected
species to consider, what consents might be required and when might be the best time
to tackle the work? The guide is available as a free download here.

Free trees…... Could you make use of some free saplings?
Riparian woodland can aid sediment removal and erosion control,
and protect water quality by buffering from pollutants and
nutrients1.
Tree Appeal provides free saplings of native broad leaf trees, mostly
to schools but also to woodland and biodiversity sites. They are paid for by our
corporate sponsors so there is absolutely no charge to the recipients. The have been

doing this for fifteen years now and have supplied more than 400,000 free trees. Tree
Appeal’s focus is on habitat creation, biodiversity targets and social benefits.
If you would like to know more, email your Catchment Host for the application form.
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Woodland Trust, Planting Trees to Protect Water

Contacts
Catchment Host—Claire Sambridge
csambridge@nottswt.co.uk
Severn Trent Catchment Advisor—Phil Billings
pbillings@nottswt.co.uk

