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1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose of the River Idle Catchment Plan
The River Idle Catchment Plan 2019/20 refreshes and builds upon a number of previously separate
documents; the Idle Catchment Action Plan, the Delivering Projects in the Idle Catchment document
and associated priority mapping. Whilst these are still relevant and are considered important
sources of information, this new report is intended to be a user-friendly summary containing key
information about the catchment, the partnership and our objectives.

1.2 Catchment Based Approach
The objectives for the Catchment Based Approach are:
1. To deliver positive and sustained outcomes for the water environment by promoting a better
understanding of the environment at a local level;
2. To encourage local collaboration and more transparent decision-making when planning and
delivering activities in order to improve the water environment.

2. The River Idle Catchment
2.1 Outline of the Catchment
The River Idle Catchment (a sub-catchment of the Idle and Torne Management Catchment) covers
over 850km2 within Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire and contains 31 waterbodies, including the rivers
Idle, Ryton, Poulter, Maun, Meden and Rainworth Water and their tributaries. Much of this area is
rural, although it does cover some major urban areas including Mansfield (pop c.100,000), Worksop
(pop. c.40,000), Sutton in Ashfield (pop. c.42,000) and Retford (pop. c.21,000).

2.1.1 Historic Environment
The Idle Catchment contains significant historic water features. To the south of the catchment, ‘The
Dukeries’ area was notable for having four ducal seats and a baronet. The respective Estates
(Worksop Manor, Welbeck Abbey, Thoresby Hall, Clumber House and Rufford Abbey), all undertook
large-scale works to construct several large ornamental lakes. They were also instrumental in
creating large areas of water meadows, predominantly in the valleys of the Rivers Maun, Meden and
Poulter.
To the north of the catchment, the flat, low-lying lands adjoining the Idle and Trent have been
extensively drained to produce fertile agricultural land. The land was also improved for agriculture
by ‘warping’ during the 18th and 19th centuries (the practice of constructing drains and sluices to
carefully irrigate fields during high-tides and high-flow to improve soils with fertile river silt).
Catchment aspirations may benefit from being mindful of the historic water environment, such that
potential 21st century environmental benefits are not overlooked.

2.1.2 Natural Environment
The Idle and its tributaries support a wide variety of wildlife, including protected species such as
white-clawed crayfish, otters, water vole, Daubenton’s and soprano pipistrelle bats.
In addition species such as kingfishers, black darter and hairy hawker dragonflies, harvest mice
(which are heavily reliant on reeds), water shrew, as well as wintering whooper swans and breeding
avocet, rely on the waterways and bankside vegetation within the catchment.
The River Idle is very important for fish, playing host to species such as barbel, bleak, brown trout,
bullhead, chub, common and silver bream, carp, dace, eel, gudgeon, perch, pike, roach, rudd, tench
and minnows. Internationally eels are suffering from huge declines, so ensuring that they can
continue to breed in the Idle is incredibly important.
There are many pressures on wildlife and habitats in the sub-catchment, including:
• Channel modification
• Poor water quality (both chemical and physical)
• Loss of habitat through vegetation clearance
• Low flows
• Barriers to fish passage
• Invasive non-native species

2.2 Map of the River Idle Catchment

2.3 Key issues
The large area and the mix of urban and rural land uses create a diverse range of pressures on the
water catchment, for example:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Urban point source pollution from areas of industry and housing, misconnections etc.
Phosphate and nitrate inputs from waste water treatment works
Rural point source and diffuse pollution from agricultural operations
Heavily modified channels
Low flows in some watercourses
Flooding risk from many watercourses
Over-abstracted aquifers
Groundwater pollution
Widespread loss of riparian marginal habitats
Degraded riverine fauna
Presence of invasive non-native species

2.4 Water Framework Directive
EU legislation drives activity aimed at improving water quality through the Water Framework
Directive (WFD). Its main purpose is to protect inland, coastal and groundwater’s and to ensure that
all waterways reach either good ecological status, or where this is not possible, good ecological
potential, by 2027. Under the WFD, problems that are identified as causing failures in ecological
status are described as “Reasons for Not Achieving Good”.
The most recent Water Framework Directive classification for the waterbodies in the Idle Catchment
is given in the table below. All waterbodies, with the exception of Misson Line Bank and Ryton from
Chesterfield Canal to Anston Brook are classified as failing under the terms of the WFD, i.e. they are
not achieving ‘good’ ecological status, although the majority are achieving ‘good’ chemical status.

Ecological and chemical classification for surface waters | 2016 Cycle 2
Ecological status or potential

Chemical status

Number of water bodies

Bad

Poor

Moderate

Good

High

Fail

Good

31

0

11

18

2

0

1

30

The table below shows the number of reasons for not achieving good status (RNAGS) and reasons
for deterioration (RFD), split by sector.
Sector

RFD

RNAG

Grand Total

Agriculture and rural land management

0

54

54

Domestic General Public

0

3

3

Industry

0

2

2

Local and Central Government

0

1

1

Sector

RFD

RNAG

Grand Total

Mining and quarrying

0

4

4

Navigation

0

1

1

No sector responsible

0

9

9

Other

0

5

5

Recreation

0

2

2

Sector under investigation

2

13

15

Urban and transport

0

33

33

Waste treatment and disposal

0

0

0

Water Industry

0

69

69

2

196

198

Grand Total

It is clear from the above table that agricultural, urban/transport and water industry pressures are
the greatest contributors to WFD failures within the catchment. In addition, the catchment has
serious problems to resolve with regard to groundwater over-abstraction and pollution, barriers to
eel, coarse fish and salmonid passage, and tensions around flood defences and the protection of
farmland.

2.5 The River Idle Catchment Partnership
The River Idle Catchment Partnership was formed in late 2013 to bring together everyone who has
an interest in improving the water environment and challenging them to work together to maximise
the benefits and outcomes for the rivers, lakes, canals and groundwaters of the catchment as well as
trying maximise those benefits for people and nature.
Initial stakeholder workshops helped to identify key pressures and potential projects which could
benefit the catchment as well as developing a shared vision for the River Idle Catchment
Partnership:
“To conserve and enhance the Rivers Idle, Ryton, Poulter, Meden, Maun, their tributaries and
surrounding land, to create a healthy and wildlife rich water environment for the benefit of both
people and biodiversity.”
The Partnership is driven by a Steering Group with representatives from the Environment Agency,
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (Catchment Hosts) and Severn Trent Water as well as the Chair of the
River Idle Management Partnership (RIMP) and a representative from the Sherwood Catchment
Partnership (SCP). RIMP and SCP are essentially two local sub-groups of stakeholders which meet on
a quarterly basis to discuss key issues, update on project activity and help to grow the work of the
whole partnership. Both RIMP and SCP have agreed Terms of Reference including area specific
objectives to assist with targeting partnership activity.

2.6 Catchment Objectives
Reflecting land use across the catchment, the Idle Catchment Partnership has objectives which can
be broadly summarised into five key areas:

Farming

Nature

Community

Water
Management

Industrial
+ Urban

Partner-led project activity, supported by the Catchment Partnership, seeks to address one or more
of these areas. Both SCP and RIMP review their area-specific objectives on an annual basis to provide
further focus for actions.

2.7 Wider Catchment Work
In additional to project delivery, the Catchment Partnership has a role to play in engaging with
complementary initiatives, ensuring input into catchment planning at river basin scale, water
company activity plans and rollout of information, advice and legislative changes. Key initiatives
during this plan period include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

An engagement strategy for the RBMP3 consultation
Promotion of the new Farming Rules for Water
Engagement with Severn Trent PR19 process
Engagement with Idle and Torne Priority Catchment (Abstraction)

3. Data and evidence
3.1 Evidence Base
It is important to consider available evidence to help inform and target actions. Data pertaining to
the Idle Catchment is available from a number of sources, as listed below. One of the roles of the
Catchment Host organisation is to assist partners with finding and collating data where required to
inform project development.

3.2 Datasets
o
o
o
o
o
o

CaBA GIS data set (held by Catchment Host)
EA WFD status – Catchment Data Explorer
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
Magic Mapping – protected areas (NE priority)
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/magicmap.aspx
Countryside Stewardship water priority areas
EA priority areas (held by Catchment Co-ordinator)
Scimap (Diffuse Pollution Risk Mapping http://www.scimap.org.uk/

3.3 Local Information
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Invasive non-native species records (held locally and within Notts BAG)
Local group water quality testing (held by local group)
Catchment Sensitive Farming advisor (Natural England)
Severn Trent – Catchment Officer
Severn Trent – Catchment Partnership Co-ordinator
Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping (held by Notts BAG)
IDB drainage areas (held by individual IDBs)

3.4 Priority Waterbodies
Priority waterbodies within the catchment, as identified by the Environment Agency, are prioritised
for action where possible. Currently, these are:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Anston Brook
Bevercotes Beck
Gallow Hole Dyke
Idle from Ryton to Trent
Maun (Rainworth Water to
Poulter)
Meden (Source to Sookholme
Brook)
Meden (Sookholme Brook to
Maun)
Millwood Brook
Oldcotes Dyke
Poulter (Millwood Brook to
Maun)
Vicar Water

4. Project Plan
4.1 General principles
Initial stakeholder workshops quickly identified a series of target projects that the partnership could
pursue. The list of projects is subject to regular review, including whether they have been delivered,
remain aspirational, or perhaps have been superseded by changing priorities and can be archived.
The current list of partnership projects and activities is held by the Catchment Host organisation and
included as Appendix 1. Note that the appended list may have been superseded since publication;
contact the catchment host organisation for the most up to date version.
To ensure targeted and efficient use of Catchment Host capacity, the River Idle Catchment
Partnership Steering Group agrees an annual action plan for the Host member of staff, included as
Appendix 2.

4.2 Project template
Partners are encouraged to use a standard project template (see Appendix 3) to feed information
into the Project Plan to enable partners to see all projects across the Catchment. Project status is
classified as either:
•
•
•
•
•

Potential – wish list, very early stages, just an idea
Planned – project developed with indication of costs, actions, likely timescales
Ongoing – in progress (can be one-off site based or ongoing programmes of work)
Complete – all works complete
On hold – Unable to progress (reason should be identified) but kept in Project Plan

4.3 Project map
Ongoing and completed projects are added to the project map to help demonstrate the range and
scope of partnership activity across the catchment. The current map is included at Appendix 4. Note
that the appended map may have been superseded since publication; contact the catchment host
organisation for the most up to date version.

5. Monitoring
All projects should include monitoring proposals which can be fed back into the combined data and
evidence held by the Partnership. We encourage partners to use the following template when
designing a monitoring strategy:
1. Why

2. What

3. How

What is your
What is the
monitoring
objective of the
What methods are
objective/what are
works which are to
you going to use?
you trying to
be monitored?
observe?

4. Data

5. When

Add information on
What periods over
the baseline data
the year and how
you have collected
often? (to indicate
(type, frequency,
variability)
method used)

6. Who

7. Cost

8. Confidence

Time

How/when/ who.
High/ medium/ low
Monitoring results
robustness of
collated and
monitoring
evaluated

Who is going to do
Equipment
this?
Analysis

9. Evaluation

10. Sharing
Share results with
Partnership for
wider
dissemination

6. Further information
River Idle Catchment Partnership webpage https://catchmentbasedapproach.org/get-involved/idle/
Catchment Data Explorer https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
Scimap http://www.scimap.org.uk/

7. Appendices
1. Project list
2. Annual action plan
3. Project template
4. Project map

