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Welcome to the March edition of the partnership newsletter. There are plenty of 

interesting articles to read to help you catch up on partner activity as well as a request 

for project information to aid our annual reporting to CaBA, a chance to contribute to 

the 2019 partnership survey if you missed the most recent SCP and RIMP meetings and 

all the usual information about meeting dates, contacts and potential funding 

opportunities. Enjoy! 

2019 Survey: a chance 

to have your say... 
Recent attendees to both 

Sherwood Catchment Partnership 

(SCP) and River Idle Management 

Partnership (RIMP) meetings were 

given the opportunity to have a 

think about partnership objectives 

and partner contributions for the 

coming year. If you weren’t able to 

attend, or would like to add any 

further comments, please click on 

the link below to complete the 

short survey. Your answers will be 

extremely valuable in helping us 

plan for 2019. 

CLICK HERE FOR 2019 

SURVEY 

A spotlight on…… 

Water Framework Directive 
One of the key areas of work for catchment 

partnership is to contribute to work towards 

meeting WFD objectives for water quality in our 

rivers and lakes. WFD status is a measure of the 

health of each stretch of watercourse and a range 

of pressures contribute to failures within the Idle 

Catchment. For example, both urban and rural 

sources of phosphate pollution have been 

identified, such as outfalls from wastewater 

treatment works or agricultural run-off. Project 

activity across the catchment is specifically 

designed to address the issues causing pollution—

many of our treatment works have been, or will 

soon be upgraded to reduce phosphate outputs 

and agricultural  advisors across the catchment are 

working hard with farmers to implement measures 

such as watercourse fencing, cattle drinking bays 

and additional soil management techniques 

meaning sediment and associated nutrients stays 

on the land where it is most needed! For more 

information on WFD status, visit Catchment Data 

Explorer. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WR5FP3S
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WR5FP3S
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/


Wetland habitat recreation at Spa Ponds 

Spa Ponds Nature Reserve is a Local Wildlife Site in Mansfield, owned and managed by 

the Forest Town Nature Conservation Group (FTNCG). The site features oak-birch 

woodland, acid grassland, and four spring-fed ponds that feed into the River Maun. When 

measurements indicated that the water coming from the springs in the southernmost 

pond (Pond 1) was low in oxygen and high in nitrates we knew we had to take action! 

FTNCG volunteers began working to recreate the wetland habitat to promote biodiversity 

and improve water quality. After mapping the relevant areas, the group consulted experts 

about the right mix of native plants to reintroduce. The Spa Ponds Wetland Habitat 

Recreation Project was made possible by advice and financial support from the 

Environment Agency, Woodland Trust, Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, and WatersideCare 

amongst others. The work involved removing debris and silt, adding numerous 

oxygenating plants such as brooklime and starwort to Pond 1, and managing the trees to 

allow more light to reach the ponds. As part of this project EMEC also helped us 

introduce reeds and rushes to Pond 2. We continue to monitor the water quality of our 

ponds and the Maun, and we are proud to see how our site provides a useful ecosystem 

service by ensuring that the water from our ponds that reaches the River is now healthier 

than the Maun itself. For much more about Spa Ponds and FTNCG please visit: http://

foresttown.net/nature 

Lively up the Maun 
...and linked to the great work undertaken 

by FTNCG at Spa Ponds, this NWT-led 

project continued in late February with 

EMEC carrying out some tree works to 

block erosion pathways and help prevent 

sediment entering the ponds and ultimately 

the River Maun itself. 

Before (July 2015) After (July 2018) 

foresttown.net/nature
foresttown.net/nature


CaBA reporting for 2018/19 

Every catchment partnership is required to report back on an annual basis to the 

National CaBA group with details of its activities across the catchment. This is our chance 

to showcase and celebrate all of the work that goes into improving our rivers and lakes. 

You will shortly be receiving a separate email from the Catchment Host asking you to 

complete a very simple spreadsheet detailing your catchment work—please, please, 

please take a moment to think about what you’ve been up to over the last 12 months, 

fill in the spreadsheet and pop it back via email. Thank you! 

Each year, a fantastic group of volunteers in the 
Meden catchment do battle with this highly 
invasive species. Whilst it may look pretty, and 
does provide a nectar source for pollinators, the 
negative impacts of this plant far outweigh the 
small positives. It outcompetes native wetland 
vegetation, dominating riverbanks and reducing 
diversity. It then dies off over winter leaving 
bare soil subject  to erosion which then ends up 
in the rivers—exactly what we are trying to 
reduce across the catchment.  

In 2018, volunteers surveyed over 8km of waterways within the parish of Warsop and 

devoted around 60 volunteer hours to removing approximately 9,000 Himalayan 

balsam plants! Year on year, this number is going down as all of the hard work pays off—
working from source to outfall in a downstream direction is really important to 
ultimately wipe out the seed source—a great ongoing success story from another of our 
amazing volunteer groups who are such vital catchment partners. 

Warsop Foothpaths and Countryside Group…. 

The annual Himalayan balsam battle 

River Idle Management Partnership 

Tuesday 21st May 2019 1.30pm—4pm Site visit to Polybell Farms 

Sherwood Catchment Partnership 

Wednesday 17th April 2019—10am Pleasley Vale site visit 

Dates for your diary 



Catchment Host—Claire Sambridge 

csambridge@nottswt.co.uk  

Severn Trent Catchment Advisor—Phil Billings 

pbillings@nottswt.co.uk  

EA HOTLINE—Spotted a possible pollution incident? 

Call 0800 80 70 60 to report your sighting 

Contacts 

River Poulter Catchment 
The Poulter catchment, including the Millwood Brook, has been a focus for the Sherwood 

Catchment Partnership for the last few years. From a WFD perspective, phosphates are 

one of the key issues for water quality. Whilst this will improve with planned upgrades to 

Severn Trent treatment works, there is still some way to go to address both urban and 

rural sources of pollution. Both the Alter the Poulter working group and the National 

Trust’s Riverlands project continue to take a catchment based approach to improving 

water quality, with regular meetings held to discuss projects such as in channel 

restoration, run off reduction and community engagement. There are also further 

investigation works in the pipeline, looking at project scoping as well as lake sedimentation 

issues. One such project on the Millwood Brook, carried out by Welbeck Estates has just 

been completed. Work has been undertaken to clear self-set trees from a section of the 

Brook and utilise the materials to build brushwood mattresses. Around 400m has been 

cleared including sycamore & willow trees, with the brash used within the channel to 

provide more variety in flow as well as improving habitat and instream cover for fish. 

Hopefully as it matures it will allow the channel to naturally revegetate improving the 

habitat further as well as stabilising the bank and reducing erosion risk.   


