Tame, Anker
and Mease CaBA
Partnership
Working in partnership to restore
and enhance our water environment

The Tame Anker and
Mease Catchment

The TAM Catchment Partnership is hosted by Severn Trent.
Due to its large size it has then been further split into 3 subcatchments hosted by the following partners:

The Tame Anker and Mease (TAM) catchment covers a
large area of the Midlands, heavy industry has had a large
influence on the water bodies in the area, though this has
declined over recent years.

Upper Tame
– Wildlife Trust for
Birmingham and
the Black Country

Middle Tame
and Anker
– Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust

Lower Tame
and Mease
– Trent Rivers Trust

The area contains 51 water bodies:

4

47

lakes

rivers

Over 100 statutory land-based
designations including:

Over 30

Sites of
Special Scientific
Interest

Over
71

Local Nature
Reserves

2

National
Nature
Reserves

4

Special
Areas of
Conservation

Severn Trent CEO Liv quote:
We’re continuously looking for ways to
protect our environment and build resilience
into our network for the future. What better
way to do this than to work in partnership with
stakeholders to improve and sustain our local
water network and surrounding environment.
It’s possible to achieve far more for the
environment by working in partnership than
if we all worked individually.

TAM Partnership
Objectives

Engage and
work with local
stakeholders and
communities

Create a more
sustainable and
diverse water
environment

Increase the
natural capacity
of rivers, streams,
and wetlands
to alleviate
the impacts of
flooding and
pollution

Biodiversity

Enhance the
quality of
the natural
environment for
the benefit of
people’s health
and wellbeing

During 2017 and 2018, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council
(SMBC) undertook a range of habitat and nature improvement
schemes across the borough. In total these projects will deliver
210 hectares of enhanced grassland, woodland and wetland
habitat. The projects include re-naturalising river courses using
interventions such as introducing large woody debris and gravels,
reed bed creation, and the removal of weirs. These interventions
will create and enhance a variety of wetland habitats delivering a
wide range of biodiversity benefits.
Kingsbury Water Park Community Wetlands
The wetland project will see the
creation of reedbed, ponds and a
sand martin bank, as well as the
restoration of rare floodplain meadow,
making a fantastic new home for
wildlife on former waterlogged football
pitches. It is hoped that priority
conservation species will inhabit
the site, from amphibians and birds,
such as Snipe and Sand Martins, to
mammals such as Otters and bats.

Challenges

Agricultural diffuse
pollution and
sedimentation into
watercourses

Densely populated
catchment with
a wide variety of
communities
to engage with

HS2 and its
associated
development

Physical
modifications due
to urbanisation,
water storage, and
flood protection

Invasive Non
Native Species

A new raised viewing platform with
outdoor seating area will also be
constructed, providing a vantage
point for visitors to watch wildlife and
acting as an outdoor classroom for
local schools. The addition of a pond
dipping platform will provide hours of
fun for enquiring minds, investigating
invertebrate life around the pond
margins.

Farming

Flooding

Regional farms are at the heart of the country – feeding
the nation and contributing more than £800 million to
the economy. In the TAM catchment there are a wide variety
of farm types including; arable, livestock, dairy, potato and soft
fruit farms.

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
are delivering a Natural Flood
Management project with
Fillongley and Nether Whitacre
Flood Action Groups. This will
help slow the flood flow rates
in the Didgley brook and river
Bourne catchments. Natural flood
management measures will include:
small leaky dams, planting vegetation
and trees, creating areas for
temporary wetlands.

Agriculture and horticulture have
made significant improvements to
protect habitats and watercourses
through the implementation of
nutrient management plans. Nutrient
inputs from manure have decreased,
technology has helped application
efficiency, and fertiliser application
rates have been decreasing since the
1980s – all of this has been achieved
whilst maintaining similar crop yields.
Many West Midlands farmers embrace
environmental stewardship and
catchment sensitive farming to protect
soil and water quality. Numerous
others are also carrying out this work
voluntarily through the Campaign for
the Farmed Environment.

Severn Trent undertake catchment
investigations and schemes in the
Whitacre, Bourne, and Blythe areas of
the TAM catchment. This allows them
to sustainably and cost beneficially
manage water quality risks. Their
agricultural advisers engage with local
farmers, partners and stakeholders
to secure agreement and ownership
at catchment scale on key pollution
issues and solutions. By working in
partnership with farmers they can:
• Improve drinking water quality;
• Reduce the need for additional
water treatment;
• Provide wider environmental benefits
in our catchments

Before

Trent Rivers Trust has worked with the
UK’s best urban SuDS (sustainable
drainage system) designers to create
innovative plans for SuDS features in
the Mease catchment. Below you can
see the beautiful rain gardens created at
Measham Leisure Centre, these not only
look good but also help reduce surface
water flooding and urban diffuse pollution
into nearby watercourses.

After

River Restoration

Water Quality

In September 2016 SMBC undertook a project to re-profile a
250m section of river bank along the River Cole in Chelmsley
Wood. The scheme, which was developed in partnership with the EA,
involved moving over 1000m3 of earth to reduce the gradient of the
steep sided canalised banks. This has facilitated natural river processes
and reconnected the river to its floodplain, slowing flow and reducing
flood risk downstream. In addition the re-profiled banks have created
much better access to the river for both people and wildlife.

Severn Trent’s Farming for Water catchment management
schemes aim to sustainably and cost beneficially manage water
quality risks. Catchment investigations and schemes are undertaken
in the Whitacre, Bourne, and Blythe areas of the TAM catchment.

The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and
the Black Country did a fantastic job of
restoring an extremely polluted section
of the Shireland Brook. A large amount
of polluted silt and upstream blockages
were removed, along with re-profiling
the brook channel to make it wider and
more natural.
A coarse substrate comprised of
small to large cobbles and pebbles
was introduced to the stream-bed to

diversify the stream habitat and help to
aerate the water. Coir mats, pre-planted
with wetland species including Marsh
Margold, Sedges, Soft Rush and Water
Mint, were installed on sections along
the bare re-profiled banks which were
once covered in invasive species such
as Himalayan Balsam.

Before

After

Severn Trent have a team of agricultural advisers who engage with local
farmers, partners and stakeholders to secure agreement and ownership at
catchment scale on key pollution issues and solutions. The schemes under
Farming for Water helps to:
• Improve drinking water quality;
• Reduce the need for additional water treatment;
• Provide wider environmental benefits in our catchments
Severn Trent work collaboratively with the EA to identify and prioritise
sections of river where improvements to our waste water treatment
works will be needed to help deliver good ecological status. Our current
5 year programme (2015-2020) is focused on delivering reductions to levels of
phosphate and ammonia at 7 different sites across the TAM catchment.

Ecological Status (2016) for Surface Waters
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Only rain down the drain
Road drains were designed to just take rainwater but
unfortunately carry anything else that is washed or poured
down them. Paints, household waste and oils are allowed to enter
road drains everyday and this causes pollution of our waterways.
The end result is poor water quality that affects everyone, including our local
wildlife. To protect our waterways, we need to keep all rubbish including grass,
leaves, cigarette butts, soil, fertilisers and pet poo out of our drains. Animal
faeces contain bacteria and contribute to higher ecoli counts in waterways,
posing a serious health threat to swimmers, recreational users and wildlife.

For more information on how to
check that your property is corrected
right visit the ConnectRight website:
www.connectright.org.uk

Misconnections
Did you know that most houses have two separate sewers?
The foul sewer takes waste water from toilets, bathrooms and
kitchens straight for treatment at the sewage works. While the
surface water sewer takes rainwater to a local river or stream.
If your bathroom or washing machine are connected to the
wrong sewer all of your waste will go straight into the river!

Litter
Discarded plastic bags, cups, and food wrappers are
threatening wildlife in Britain’s rivers. A substantial amount
of our waste goes largely unnoticed as it gets hidden on the
bottom of rivers, however it can destroy habitats and kill our
wildlife through entrapment or ingestion.
Cigarette butts can contain toxic
chemicals such as lead and cadmium.
Within just one hour of contact with
water these chemicals begin to leach
into the aquatic environment. One
cigarette butt in a litre of water can kill
a fish!
WatersideCare is a partnership
between Keep Britain Tidy, Canal &
River Trust, Severn Trent Water and
Environment Agency. They work with
local communities; raising awareness
of the value of their local river, brook or
stream; and engage with volunteers,
councils, schools, universities,
landowners, community groups and
businesses. WatersideCare provides

volunteers with equipment, training,
and insurance, as well as ongoing
support and links to project partners.
Volunteer activities include:

1,502
volunteers

• Litter picking
• Habitat management
• Reporting, removing and monitoring
invasive non-native species (INNS)
• Wildlife surveys
• Water quality testing

25 groups
active in the
TAM catchment

In 2017/18:

12,939
volunteer
hours

4,002 bags
of rubbish
collected

Sewer blockages
Severn Trent clear over 55,000 sewer blockages every
year and 55% of them are caused by putting the wrong
items down the sink or toilet. It costs Severn Trent over
£10 million every year to regularly clean over 700 kilometres
of sewers, a cost which is passed on to our customers.

Only human waste, toilet tissue and a small amount of household
cleaning products should be flushed down the toilet.

Don't flush:
•
•
•
•
•
•

sanitary products
kitchen roll
cleansing wipes
baby and facial wipes
nappies
cotton buds

Top tips:
• Instead use nappy or sanitary bags then put them in the bin.
• Don’t pour fats, oils and greases down the sink or the toilet – even the
tiniest amount can cause problems. They may be in liquid form going
down, but they quickly solidify when they meet the cold sewer walls
(even if you pour hot water down after). The fats stick to the side of the
sewer forming a concrete-like solid that attracts other debris, eventually
causing a blockage. Wait for fat to cool after cooking and pour it in to an
empty margarine tub or a GunkPot, then when it’s full throw it in the bin.
To order a free GunkPot, or other water-saving products, visit:
www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/severntrent/free-watersaving-products

How to get involved
If you’re interested in joining the TAM
partnership steering group please contact:
catchment.team@severntrent.co.uk
If you’re interested in the work of Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust contact:
enquiries@wkwt.org.uk
If you’re interested in the work of The Wildlife Trust
for Birmingham and the Black Country contact:
info@bbcwildlife.org.uk
If you’re interested in the work of Trent Rivers Trust
contact: office@trentriverstrust.org
If you’re interested in joining or creating a
WatersideCare group in the TAM catchment
contact Lee Copplestone, WatersideCare
Project Officer: 07918 616907
KBT.WatersideCare@keepbritaintidy.org

