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WaterLIFE DEMONSTRATION CATCHMENT FACTSHEET

ISSUES IN THE TAMAR
In the Tamar catchment, 67% of water bodies are failing to meet Good Ecological Status. 
The primary pressures in the catchment relate to its livestock-focused agriculture, with 
widespread elevated levels of phosphorus and sediment. Along with altered habitat and 
morphology, these are the primary reasons for WFD failure. Barriers to fish migration cause 
further negative impacts on fish, whilsy heavy metals from minewaters are also an issue.

The Tamar catchment covers a total land area of around 1,800km2 in SW England, with the river forming the county 
boundary between Devon and Cornwall. The catchment’s population of around 300,000 is almost entirely based in 
Plymouth and Saltash around the tidal estuary. Three-quarters of the catchment is agricultural and key aquatic species 
are Atlantic salmon, brown trout and white-clawed crayfish.

The Tamar Catchment Partnership is a more mature partnership, hosted by Westcountry Rivers Trust. It trialled and 
developed the ecosystem services approach to review and map catchment information and opportunities in 2011/12; a 
methodology now widely used in the Catchment Based Approach.

VIEW OF THE TAMAR VALLEY FROM KIT HILL 
TOWARDS PLYMOUTH, CORNWALL. 
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The Tamar catchment was one of five demonstration catchments 
that were part of WaterLIFE, an EC LIFE+ project that brought 
together communities, business and government to accelerate the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

For more information and to contact the Catchment Partnership, visit 
www.my-tamar.org  

WHAT DID WATERLIFE DO?
WaterLIFE has enabled the Westcountry Rivers Trust (WRT) 
to expand the existing Tamar Catchment Partnership and to 
engage much more widely with local people, businesses and 
stakeholder organisations. 

WHAT DID WATERLIFE ACHIEVE?
• Increased stakeholder engagement to grow the 

Tamar Catchment Partnership and reconnect people 
with their natural environment. 

• Delivered the My Tamar Festival on the banks of 
the river in October 2015, with 300+ attendees and 
widespread publicity. 

One area of focus was the identity of the Tamar; with innovative 
campaign and festival delivery work in 2015 developing a brand 
for the Tamar and immersing residents and visitors in its rich 
cultural heritage. This broad engagement with civil society also 
delivered citizen science and fisheries initiatives, as well as an 
in-depth participatory study to understand flooding and wider 
landscape issues in the southern Tamar community of Millbrook. 
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• Raised the profile of the Tamar with local 
communities, and created a compelling brand and 
identify for the river.

• Grew an initial Citizen Science initiative on the Tamar 
into Westcountry CSI – now with over 100 members 
across the South West and a bespoke recording website. 

• Created the Tamar Fisheries Forum with key 
stakeholders, to discuss and agree catchment priorities 
and actions - leading to the publication of a Tamar 
Catchment Fisheries Plan. 

• Enabled reflection and learning from the first tranche of 
Upstream Thinking (UST1 - 2010 to ‘15), to refine areas 
of focus for UST2 and spread delivery to new South 
West catchments. UST2 has so far engaged over 200 
farms and grant-funded capital work of over £1.25m. 

• Refined the methodology to create the Tamar 
Ecosystem Services Evidence Review: the basis 
for the development of a rolling Tamar Catchment 
Partnership Action Plan. 

• Carried out innovative stakeholder mapping and 
developed the concept of “Water Stewardship 
Local”: opportunities for Payment for Ecosystem 
Services initiatives with local suppliers.
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company – South West Water – under “Upstream Thinking”. A 
second tranche of this multi-million pound initiative was initiated, 
using the “ecosystems services provider is paid” principle to 
deliver integrated catchment management. 

http://www.my-tamar.org  

